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LaTKST MAIL DaTIES, 





ich mail of 24th November, 
me the Sed inet 





At Shanghai, on the 15th January, the wi 
ot Auruured. Rusa of soon ee 


On the 13th instant, at 2, Bina Gard 
South Kensington, the wife of Hey Monniss, 
‘& Son, hs 


On ene as: MARRIAGR. 

e 22nd Dec., 1887, at St. Andrew's 
Cathedral, "Singapore, by "the Venerable 
Archdeacon. Meredith, Gzorcx McBarx, to 
Cectue Manze (May) Ressicu. No cards. 

DEATHS, 

At St. Joseph’s Institution, Shanghai, o1 
fhe ith J 2 Piao Mogi ree oe 

NCEY, a native of illes, 

Acer, 8 arseilles, France, aged 
























At the Hawthorn,” Shanghai, on_ the 
morning of the 14th January, suddenly, Exrc, 
the youngest child of William and Fiorenes 
Forrester. 

At Shanghai, on the 18th January, 1888, 
Daxter UnaLe, aged 33 years. 

‘At No. 3, Quinsan Road, Shanghai, on the 
morning of the 18th inst., suddenly, Procorro 
QuistiXo Rowoatpo pa Stiva, aged 44 years, 

Hongkong and Macao papers please copy. 

At 20, Boone Road, Shanghai, on the 19th 
Tanuary, 1888, Jaaes A. Ween, aged 60 years. 
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Hargens. 
Per str, Tokio Marw, for Yokohama—Mse 








Darr xnd infant, Alr, 


Benny, Mr lr, 
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Yanyt-é, for Shanghai—Moars, F. 
di Lnea, Chen Yu, 
a, Young Un Stan, 
Hise, Madame Perotti 
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Siyakiy, Yoohide, - Mai 
Shima, Mee, and Mr 
Mr, ont Mra, Guidon 








borough, Kuler, 
Modert and 2 childr 











Por atr, Neckar, for Hamburg—Mr. aud 
Beckboff and child, For Antwerp—Two 
Misses Rhein, Fur Bremen—Mr. A. Moritz, 
—Mr. and Mes, Menesrini, For 
g—Mr. aud Mes, Dick, Messrs, W. 
‘and Maher. 
Anurven, 

. Bulluarat, from London—Me. 
ford, Mrs, Mackenzi 




















Belcher. 
From Brindisi 
kony—Messea, 
W. M. Strackay 
Per str. Ayamemnon, from Liverpool—Mr. 


Seirz, 
Per atr, Yokohama Maru, fom Japan—Dr. 
gal Mra. 6 WW, Beokewon, Mademe Crevieh, 


1 Benken 


















ndh, from Japan for Shany 
Me. and Mev. Ls 
Tay, 





g and 2 children, H. E. 
suite, Messrs, Loureiro, 
For Saigon—Nine Fron 
and Mr. Bu 

Mer 


Uni fant a0 


Luke. 





nd 





Kiangteen, from Nivgpo— 





Glencoe, from Hongkong—Rev. 
Symoue, Alex, King and child. 
Yanyteer, from Hongkong—Meaars. 








e ‘eth, 
Per ate. Weuchow, {0m Chefoo—Mr, Grace- 
woud, 
Per str. Chungking, £:0m Niugpo— Mr. 
‘A Molter te eee 
Per str. Kiangkian, from Henkow—Bishop 








Boone, Mons, Mamailla, 
Per ste, Fusawn, from Wougkong—Captain 





‘Tisdall, 








Per atr, 
Swatow- 


tr. Fooksang, from Hongkong and 
Mr. J. de Senna, 
Leavixa. 

r. Djemash, fr Hongkong—Mies L, 

. C. ¥, Smith, G. H. Wheeler, 

Mr ‘and ire Copy, 

hen. 
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As the facts connected with the great 
inundation of 1887, as it will probably 
be called, sink into the ininds of 
foreigners, those who have seen the 
river at one point or the other— 
unfortunately no foreigner has yet had 
the opportunity of doing more than this 
—are moved to publish their theories 
as to the best course to adopt to prevent 
a recurrence of these calamities. All 
the observers are agreed that the present 
system of embanking the river is hope- 
less ; it is only a palliative. ‘The chain 
of embankments is only as strong as its 
weakest link; when the great pressure 
of water comes, the chain gives way 
somewhere, and the slightest breach is 
magnified at once by the rush of waters. 
Superstition is allowed to postpone work 
when not a moment ought to be lost ; as 
will be be seen in the notes from native 
papers, the recent catastrophe was hur- 
tied on by the river viceroy, who had 
been warned of the danger, putting off 
the operations called for, because the 
almanac declared that it was an unsuit- 
able day. Thousands of lives and mil- 
lions of money are being thrown away 
at the present moment in the effort 
to re-construct the embankments, and 
control the wayward river by what are 
actually as well as metaphorically, ropes 
of sand; for the demand for millet stalks, 
which the authorities find such difficulty 
in satisfying, shews that the soil at the 
disposal of the embankment-mekers, 
is not-the tenacious mud which the 
Yangtze deposits, but is of so sandy 
a nature that it will not hold together 
without the addition of some fibrous 
matter such as the millet stalks afford. 
Some fresh solution of the problem, the 
control of the river, is demanded. The 
letter from Mr. J. C. Fergusson, himself 
an engineer, which appears in another 
column, contains a suggestion which he 














believes to be a possible solution, and 
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the carrying out of which he assures us 
would be neither dificult nor expensive. 
It is simply the formation along the 

x course of the river of reservoirs 
into which the overflow should be turned 
whenever the river comes down in flood, 
and. which would act as settling basins. 
In them the river would deposit its 
silt, and when it fell again, the gates 
of these reservoirs would be opened, and 
the water would be allowed to flow back, 
clear of silt, and in foree enough to wash 
away in its downward course any banks 
that might have formed meanwhile in 
the lower bed. 
vided with these reservoirs, in the 'Tung- 
ting and Poyang Lakes, both in summer 
actual inland seas, but in winter vast 
expanses of sand, with threads of water 
meandering through them, and enabling 
communication to be kept up by 
boat with the towns on the margins. 
Even these enormous reservoirs, how- 
ever, do not prevent the Yangtze at 
times overflowing the country on each 
side from Kinkiang down, up to the 
feet of the hills, which are the 
real limits of its bed. From this we 
cau learn that the first objection to Mr. 
Fergusson’s proposition is the enormous 
size of the reservoirs that would have to 
be constructed. Mr. Fergusson tells 
us that he would undertake, for the 
"Pls. 6,000,000 now being spent by the 
Government, to construct reservoirs on 
both sides of the river to the extent of 
a million acres. But the reservoirs, to 
be effectual, would have to be as large 
as the area which the river has lately 
flooded, the lowest estimate of which is 
4,800,000 acres, and to do this would 
cast a sum of money from which the 
Peking Treasury might well recoil 
aghast. Again, the advantage which this 
scheme seems to offer disap) on 
examination, for it would withdraw r- 
manently from cultivation as much land 
as is now withdrawn occasionally. Nor 
would it ever be final, for as these 
reservoirs silted up, new ones would 
have to be made, and the drain on 
the resources of the country would be 
one that it could never endure. Mr. 
Fergusson indeed suggests that these 
reservoirs, when silted up, would be 
“a species of reclamation profitable to 
the country and beneficial to the river,” 
from which we can only understand 
that there are desert lands on which 
they could be constructed, and we have 

owledge of the existence of such 
deserts on the plains lower than the 
river on which he proposes to build his 
Teservolrs. 

Probably few foreigners have seen 
more of the Yellow River than Dr. 
Williamson, and no one can speak with 
more authority about it, Unfortunately 
there is little comfort to be got out of 
his letter. He has seen the futility of 
the embankments, and he is also con- 
vinced of the uselessness of attempting 
to improve the channel by dredging; 
“a thousand dredgers,” he says, “ would 


be like just so many fleabites.” His | th 


“plan is—allowing as he does, mean- 
while the utility of the reservoirs pro- 


The Yangtze is pro-| 





posed by Mr. Fergusson,—to encourage 
the river to remain in the course it has 
now taken, which he is convinced is its 
natural course. This course leads, he 
tells us, through “lakes which can in a 
measure receive its overflow; through 
a vast area which it can irrigate ; and a 
natural channel throughout its whole 
length and on to the sea.” ‘The ques- 
tion is, though, whether there is a 
natural channel to the sea from the 
lakes into which the river has now 
poured itself, and from the plain which 
it has now overflowed. As far as our 
information goes, and this is confirmed 
by Mr. Fergusson, the Yellow River, 
since it burst its banks last, has not 
reached the sea at all in any appreciable 
yolume. It has found in the plain of 
Honan and Anhui, which it has con- 
verted into a lake, room for all its over- 
flow; and has not yet required to 
find ‘an outlet to the sea. The long 
drought which has followed the flood, 
as it did on the last great inundation, 
has helped to render it unnecessary for 
the river to find a débouché; aud we 
fear that Dr. Williamson is too hopeful 
on this point. Our duty now, accord- 
ing to the leamed doctor, is very simple; 
we have merely “to help nature, d 

the channels, facilitate its flow, regulate 
its course; and as far as possible pro- 
vide against renewed silting-up in its 
fresh channel.” This is precisely what 
the Chinese have been doing with more 
or less success for thousands of years ; 
but how it is to be done now, parti- 
cularly as Dr, Williamson expresses 
himself most strongly against embank- 
ments, it is difficult to say. It may 
be that the course the river has now 
taken is the more natural one; and 
that the land set free for cultivation 
in Shantung, by the disappearance of 
the river from that province, makes up 
for the land inundated and withdrawn 
from cultivation in Honan and Anhui; 
but we want more accurate knowl 

until we can determine that. The fact 
is, that it is impossible to say what is 
the natural course of the river, and 
whether we are right in advising the 
authorities to accept the situation, 
which means, according to Mr. Paton, 
the permanent conversion of a large 

of the plain of Honan and "Auhuingo a 
lake, until a proper survey has been 
made, and levels taken, by 2 competent 
engineer. Until that is done it is diffi- 
cult to know what the authorities can 
do better than continue their efforts 
to repair the breaches in the embank- 
ments and excavate the old channel. 
No doubt a vast amount of money and 
life is being wasted in the process ; but 
until they have made up their minds to 
try scientific engineering, we cannot 
wonder at their relying on the methods 
which have hitherto at least succeeded 
in making the inundations occasional 
instead of permanent calamities. Even 
these occasional calamities can, there is 
no doubt, he prevented by means within 
e resources of modern science, and it 
is the absolute duty of the Chinese 
authorities to engage competent western 





engineers, and let them undertake a 
proper survey, and report as soon as 
possible what are the means that should 
be taken to control the river, and into 
which course it should be permanently 
led. 








Summary of Hews. 


‘The French mail of 2nd December arrived 
here on the 12th inst., by the M.M. Co.'s 
str. Yanglsé, 

‘The English mail of 9th December arrived 
here on the 15th inst., by the P. & O. Co.'s 
str. Ballaarat. 

‘A mail leaves to-morrow morning for 
Europe, by the M.M. Co.'s str. Djemnah. 

LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 
[bY EASTERN EXTENSION A, AND C. TEL, CO.] 
(THROUGH REUTER'S AGENCY.) 















MORE RUSSIAN TROOPS GOING TO 
THE FRONTIER. 
London, 10th January. 

Two more Russian Divisions are going 
to the Austro-Hungarian frontier, 

THE ITALIANS AND THE POPE'S 
JUBILEE, 

‘An imposing ceremony took place in 
the Pantheon in celebration of the 
anniversary of the death of Victor 
Emmanuel, which has been construed 
as a reply by the Italians to the Jubilee 
of the Pope. 

THE POWERS TO REMOVE PRINCE 
FERDINAND. 
London, 12th January, 

The National Zeitung says that the 
Powers are taking steps for the removal 
of Prince Ferdinand of Bulgaria, 

M. FLOQUET, 

M. Floquet has been elected President 
of the Chamber of Deputies. 

ANOTHER PIot foanrer THE 


CZ: 
A plot to assassinate the Czar has 
been discovered at St. Petersburg, and 
numerous arrest have been made, 
THE CROWN PRINCE BETTER, 
London, 18th January, 
The Crown Prince of Prussia is pro- 
gressing favourably and the swelling 
is rapidly disappearing, 
THE PREMIER AT LIVERPOOL. 
Lord Salisbury had a splendid recep- 
tion at Liverpool, and vin a. speech, 
replying to Mr. Gladstone, he said that 
the union of England and Ireland was 
needful to both countries. 
‘14th January. 
Ras Alula—an Abyssinian General— 
has arrived at Ghinda and with a strong 
force is preparing to attack the Italians. 
LORD ee ST. PETERS- 


London, 16th January. 
Lord Randolph Churchill's presence 
in Russia leads M. Flourens to believe 
that an understanding is possible be- 
tween England, France and Russ 
A GERMAN ANTI-SOCIALIST 


MEASURE. 
London, 17th January, 
A German Anti-Socialist Bill has 
been introduced which provides for 
ion and deprivation of civil 
in order to prevent the spread of 
socialist doctrines, 
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THE POPE AND THE IRISH CLERGY. 
‘The Pope has. exhorted the Irish 
~elergy to exert: their influence to re- 
store respect for the law and quiet in 
Treland. 
CAPTURE OF OSMAN DIGNA’S 
~ CAMP: 
London, 18th January. 

The Friendlies have captured Osman 

Digna’s Camp. 
M. FLOURENS’ DIPLOMACY. 

It is believed in Berlin that M. 
Flourens’ efforts for an understanding 
will certainly fail. 

GERMANY AND RUSSLA. 

The Military Journal refutes the 
statistics which the Juvalide Russe pub- 
lishes as to German military prepara 
tions. 

aa 

‘A predicament occurred at the election of 
Councillors on Tuesday which has occurred 
once before, and that is, a tie for ninth 

lace. There is no provision in the exist- 
ing Land. Regulations for meeting this 
difficulty, though it has been provided for 
in the new ones. ‘The solution adopted 
before was adopted on Tuesday, the per- 
suading one of the two candidates who 
have tied to withdraw ; although, as every 
candidate has signed’ an engagement to 
serve if elected, it may be questioned 
whether he has’any vight to withdraw. 
‘The result seems to shew that the 
community took very little interest in 
the election in the first place, and in 
the second place it is evident that the 
ratepayers were not anxious to disturb any 
of the outgoing Councillors who offered 
themselves for re-election, this being the 
only way in which we can explain the non- 
election of Measrs. Wheeley and Campbell. 
Of the two new men, Mr. Overbeck 
naturally replaces his fellow-countryman 
Mr. Bieber, and the place taken by Mr. 
‘Macgregor on the list is the expected conse- 
ce of the position of Messrs. Jardine, 
athoson & Co. in our commercial micro: 
cosm. Every one will be gratified at see- 
ing Mr, A. G. Wood's name at the head of 
the poll. "The following is the result of 
the poll 

























Wood, A. 6. 

or, Je 70 
Darling, D. A. 69 
Duer, Yeen 67 
Adler, M. 6 
Malherbe, R. de 64 
Overbeck, 61 
Morrison, G. 


Joseph, H. H. 


Wheeley, E. 
Campbell, R. M. 
Mr, Wheeley afterwards withdrew and 
Mr. Joseph was therefore declared elected. 
At a regular meeting of the Celestial 
Preceptory held at the Masonic Hall on 
‘Tuesday night, the following officers were 
installed for the ensuing year, the ceremony 
of installation being performed by Sub- 
Prior J. I. Miller : 
Artemas Webster. 
R.A. J. Andersen (P-E.P.).. 
R. P. Peterse 

















C. L. Vincent 
M. H. Cook PEP.) 
HL. M. Perkins (P.E-P. 


©. Merrit 
A number of Sir Knights were present and 
the Preceptory is now in prosperous con- 
dition. 

.., At the annual general meeting of the 
“Deluge” Engine Company, held last 
evening, the following officers were re- 
plected for the current year :— 









J. W. Bennett 
+ F. H. Haskell. 
shew the interest that is taken in 
Europe in the projected opening of the 
Upper Yangtze, we may mention that Mr. 
Baas, the Austro-Hungarian Consul, has 
been’ directed by his Government to ac- 
company the Kvling on her first trip to 
Chungking, and that an English peer has 
requested that the probable date of that 
trip may be telegraphed to him, as he in- 
tends to be of the party. 

We are informed that Mr. Max Goebel, 
who arrived by the Neckar from Antwerp, 
took over charge of the Belgian Consulate- 
General at Shanghai on the 7th instant. 

‘Liu Jung-fu, the Black Flag leader, left 
here on the 11th inst. for the South in the 
Kwanglee. 

Rear Admiral De la Jaille has been 
appointed Commander-in-chief ofthe French 
naval division in Cochin-China. 

‘At a special meeting of the members of 
No. 3 Co., 8.V.C., held on Friday evenin; 
at the Municipal Board-room, Mr. Boy 
Bredon was unanimously elected Captain 
of No. 3 Company. 

‘The following reaches us from  corres- 
pondent in the country :—Private advices 

rom the American residents at T'sing- 
kiang-pu inform us that the old bed of 
the fellow River is being dug out with the 
expectation that the river will return next 
Spring. 

‘We learn that the railway which may 
now be seen at the Associated Wharves, 
and a portion of which was shipped yester- 
day to Chinkiang in the Leeyen, is not 
Decauville plant, but is of a system known, 
as the Béhard, and has been sold to the 
Chinese authorities by the French syndicate. 
The portion now at the wharves is to be 
sent on to Tientsin as soon as navigation is 
re-opened. 

ir. Muirhead begs to acknowledge 
the following sums for the Yellow River 











J. Goddard 

Mr. Meadows, Nativ 
‘and others... 18 
Mr. Muirhead begs to acknowledge the 
following sums for the Yellow River Fund, 
per favour of the Rey. Thomas W. Pearce, 
Canton : 

Baptist Church, Canton 

1st Presbyterian do. 

2nd lo. do. 

3rd do, lo. 

English Wesleyan do. 

eee Diese do. 
*. B. Cunningham, 

Friends per T. W. Pt 

‘We have received from resbyterian 
Mission Press a reprint in pamphlet form 
of the interesting account of the History of 
Self-support in’ the London Mission, by 
the Rev. J. Macgowan, Amoy. It originally 
smppeared fn the Chie Jeeerdor anit tn ke 
new form should find many readers. 

It is announced that the Directors of the 
Straits Insurance Company have declared 
a dividend of five per cent. for the half- 
‘year ended on Sist December last, making 
nee cent. for the year 1887. 

e Directors of the Pootung Wharf and 
Godown Company have declared a final 
dividend of Tis. 5 per share for last year, 
making ten per cent for the year. "The 
annual meeting of the shareholders in the 
Company, will be held on the 9th proximo. 

‘e take this from the Chinese Times. 
‘The compradores and dealers in strawbraid, 
wools, hides, etc., show a disposition to 
combine against any foreign trader who 
carefully examines the export cargo, and 
objects to short lengths, dirt, foulness, etc., 
and in one instance lately'a real boycott 
‘was atteupted. It is a pity it was not car- 
ried out, as in the present mood of the 
Chinese offi easy to conceive that a 
fine for illegal interference with trade of 
some Tls. 250,000 levied upon the 
pradores and deslers would have brought 



























about a sweet reasonableness. If any 
foreigners should find themselves threaten- 
ed by an illegal combination made to 
obstruct their business their remedy is clear, 
and any Consul would get justice for his 
national in such a case.—Tientsin must 
indeed have advanced on the path of official 
| reform, when our contemporary can serious 
ly talk’ of a Chinese official fining one of 
his countrymen for any amount of evil 
commercial practices. 

‘On Tuesday morning a Chinese procession 
meandered through the Settlements, i 
honour of a native of the Shanghai city 
who has passed a successful examination 
for the rank of Siu Ts'ai or Licentiate. 
Heading the procession were two coolies 
bearing  bamboos, and stretched across 
from one to the other was a piece of silk 
on which was written ‘Dragon Gate.” 
‘Then came a large number of coolies bear- 
ing bright coloured silk banners on which 
were inscribed in gilt letters various litera 
triazine, the banners having been presonted 
by friends. Following these was a band 
composed of ‘small boys, and behind them 
two men bearing the name in brass, of the 
Licentiate, who, richly dressed followed in 
‘a chair, the rear of the procession being 
brought up by two men riding on ponies. 
‘The natives, however, do not think much 
of this procession, but they are very much 
impressed with another procession in hon- 
our of a Mr. Huang, who a day or two ago 
celebrated his sixtieth year as a Licentiate. 
On this occasion, the Tao-tai sent him a 
guard of honour which proceeded with him 
through the city. 

‘The first four prizes in the Manila 
Lottery this month have fallen to numbers 
17,861 ; 11,397 ; 5,491 ; and'17,053, 

On Thursday morning (12th) the remains 
of « foreigner, in a very advanced stago of 
Aecompesition’ were found on the Pootung 
side of the river. ‘There was nothing on the 
body which would lead to its identification, 
In the afternoon an inquest was held and 
formal evidence of the finding of the body, 
and also of the fact that a seaman named 
Driscoll of the Faronins has been missing 
since Xmas eve, having been given, the 
enquiry was adjourned till Friday. . 

At tho Mixed Court on Friday morning 











a house covlie was charged with stealing a 
bottle of sherry, and a bottle of beer, from 
his master, a foreigner. It apy that 





two days since, the latter, hearing @ con- 
siderable noise of bottles clanking against 
each other, as the coolie was taking coai 
from a coal box in the hall in his residence, 
went thither to enquire the cause, and not 

ting a satisfactory reply from the coolie, 
fe looked into the coal box, and there 
discovered a bottle of sherry. ‘The native 
was at ovce removed to the Police Station, 
where, on his being searched, a bottle of beer 
was found secreted in the legs of his 
trousers, The poor fellow will doubtless 
miss his accustomed glass of sherry before 
dinner during the ensuing three weeks, as 
the Magistrate and Assessor of the Court 
relegated him to the Municipal prison for 
that period. 

‘The Glencoe whicharrived here on Wednes- 
day (11th) brought out from England for the 
British Borneo Trading and Planting Com- 
pany, Limited, the machinery and plant 
for extensive steam saw mills whic 
Company intends to erect at Sandakan, as 
‘a part of their plan for developing on a 
very le the timber resources of 
British North Borneo. 

Commentators on Shakespeare have often 
made merry over the confusion of meta- 
phors in Hamlet's allusion to ‘taking arms 
Against a sea of troubles ;” it will be seen 
from the Notes from Native Papers in 
‘another column that the poet who ‘‘was 
not for an ‘but for all time” is justified 
by the people of Ts‘no Chow in Shantung, 
who are reported to be arming themselves 
with a view to resisting the re-appearance 
of the Yellow River in their province. 

‘The presents from the Emperor of China 
to HO Queen Victoria on the occasion of 
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her Jubilee, were formally presented on expected 


the 29th November, by the Minister for 
China in London, ‘The Minister, accom- 
panied by Sir Halliday Macartney, Vis- 
count Li, and Mr. Fung-Yi, the secretaries 
of the Legation, left Paddington on the 29th 
by the 1.15 p.m. train for Windsor. On 
arriving there they were received by Sir 
Henry Holland and driven to the Castle in 
Royal carriages, and were subsequently en- 
tertaincd at luncheon and presented to her 
‘Majesty. Thepresents consisted a ju-yee, or 
sceptre, in green jade, anincense burner and. 
other articles in white jade, and sixteen em- 
broidered scrolls worked on white satin of 
Chinese design, A pair of ancient porcelain 
vases from the Chinese Minister were also 
presented, as well as an Imperial letter 
in the form of a scroll enveloped in satin 
‘of the Imperial yellow colour. In present- 
ing the letter his Excellency made a short 








speech in the Chinese language, a translation | 


of which was afterward read to her Majesty 
hy Sir H. Macartney. Her Majesty briefly 
replied. ‘The party afterwards returned to 
London, 

‘The Macao Correspondent of the Daily 
Press gives full account of the magni- 
ficent, ball given on the 8th by the Leal 
Senade to H.E. Sr, de Roza, About 
eighty ladies were present, and the ball 
passed off with great éelut, the company 
not breaking up until six in the morning. 

It is reported from Manila, says the Daily 
hat the Albay Voleano has recently 

‘been in a state of violent eruption. 

‘The Duily Press states that M. Collin de 
Plancy, Secretary of Legation at Peking, 
has becn appointed French Consul at Seoul, 

Mr. C. P. Chater has been unanimously 
elected as a member of the Legislative 
Council in Hongkong by the Justices of 
the Pence, in tho room of Mr. F. 
Sassoon, resigned. 

Tt was mentioned recently that a column 
of two hundred were on its way to chastise 
some marauders in Tougking was stopped 

by the illness of its commander, Colonel 

Duparre. News has since been’ recei 

that the gallant colonel fell dead from his 

horse while on the March, in consequence 
of an attack of fever. He was in his forty- 
seventh year, and his courage, energy and 
activity wero known and admired both in 

France and Tongking, where his services 

dated from the beginning of the war with 

China, He was made chevalier of the 

Legion of Honour during the war in Mexico, 

and officer in Tongking, and his name had 

been aent in for promotion to the comman- 

“The Mentory will be long kept 
of this soldier, whose hand is found in- 
scribed on all’ the glorious pages of the 
conquest of Tongking,” says the Courrier 
a’ Haiphong. 

‘The Courier d’ Haiphong complains that 
while not long sinco ten Chinese entered 
‘Tongking for one who left it, the stream of 
migration is now flowing the other way. 
‘There are three principal causes for this ; 
the capitation tax, the gambling farm, and 
the new customs duties: Chinese arriving 
in Tongking are divided into four classes, of 
whom the frat pay 300 francs year, the 
second 100 francs, the third 25 franes, and 
the fourth 10 francs 

nese immigrants, one belongs to the 
firat class, four to the second, twenty to the 
third, and seventy-five to the fourth ; and 
ten francs a year is a serious tax on the 
labourers who form the lowest class, The 
gambling farm, by legalising and encourag- 
ing gambling, is doing incalculable harm to 
trade generally, and the new customs 
duties, intended to protect French manu- 
facturers, are forcing many Chinese mer- 
chants to close their establishments, and 
this reacts on the foreigners. Happil 
Conatans is ex; to visit Tongking 
before long. When he through on 
his way home, he shewod himself ready and 
anxious to listen to the representations of 
the colonists, and do all in his power to 
assist them, and from him may fairly be 









































Of one hundred | ran; 


M. | long as the ori 


measures prudent, enlightened, 
and useful ; and the colony, #o full of life, 
so strong, which is anxious to develop 
itself and only asks for a little encourage- 
| ment, will eagerly respond to his call. 

‘A Naval Court has just been held at 
, Kobe on case of the British gt Macedon, 
| which arrived at Hivgo from Philadelphia 
jon the 22nd December last, and which 
must have been a floating hell. On her 
arrival it was found that the whole crew, 
except the master, mate, cook and steward 
were suffering from scurvy. Five of the 
crew died on the voyage. One died of 
| scurvy on the 25th of September, having 
been triced up to the mainmast by the 
Captain the week before, and kept at work 
up to the morning of his death. One man 
| was lost overboard on the 7th of October, 
and the Captain neglected to lower a boat 
to try and save him, Another man died, 
by falling from the mizenmast, on the 20th 
November, having been ordered up by the 
doatewain to scrape the mast when he was 
unfit from scurvy, to go aloft, Another 
nian died of scurvy on the 13th of Decem- 
ber, and another on the 19th. after having 
heen several times dragged along the 
deck by the mate and boatswain, even 
‘on the day of his death, The captain 
was fined a total of £19 12. 6d., the mate 
and boatswain each £5 16s. 3d., all three 
being also “‘cautioned and reprimanded ;” 
and the Naval Court left it to the British 
Courts in Japan to deal with the charges 
of cruelty and brutality brought by the 
men against their officers ; and the Court 
further found that the Captain had done 
nothing to restrain the mate and boatswain 
in their treatment of the men. We trust 
soon to hear that the Supreme Court. in 
Japan has made an example of those petty 
tyrants, but so far only the boatswain has 





D.| been committed for trial, before Jud; 


Hannen on a charge of manslaughter. ‘The 
Macedon is a New Brunswick ship of 
1,486 tons. 

‘The Kobe Yushin Nippo reports that 
nearlyail the match factories havesuspended 
operations. It is to be hoped that before 
they resume manufacturing they will dis- 
cover some means of so preparing Japanese 
matches that they will produce a flame 


when required. 
The new Press Regulations have just 
been promulgated in Japan, but as they 


re only to continue in force for six months, 
it is probable that the government con- 
siders them to be of a tentative character. 
In article 2, it is provided, inter alia, that 
the names aud ages of the publisher, editor 
and printers shall be furnished with every 
written application for permission to pub- 
lish a newspaper ; and no person can be 
eligible for any one of these posts, unless he 
bea native of Japan,—a stipulation that 
will probably he waived when extraterri- 
toriality is abolished,—and over twenty 
years of age; nor if he has at any time 
been suspended from or deprived of his 
Public rights, which seems rather hard. 
the editor and the printer must be differ- 
ent persons ; a rule which, if it existed in 
the United States, would prevent the exist- 
ence of many papers in small country dis- 
tricts. Newspapers must deposit sums 
ing from 1,000 to 350 yen with the 
local authorities before starting, unless they 
devote themselves solely to science, art, 
statistics, or current prices in the markets; 
unless, in fact, they are not newspapers. If 
anybody sends in a denial or contradiction 
of any statement that has appeared in a 
paper the editor must insert that denial 
tn extenso in the same type aa tho original 
statement, and at the head of the column 
in which the original statement appeared; 
though if the denial is more. than Ewioo at 
statement, the extra 
matter may be ol for as an advertise- 
meut. This offers a splendid chance for 
the people who delight in finding out where 
the paper is wrong; ic 
this rule being, if the denial is offensively 
worded, or the writer of it is not known, 




















the only exceptions to | payal 
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‘No newspaper may publish an article de- 
fending an offence against the law,—even 
if the law is confessedly a bad one. No 
official documents of any kind may be pub- 
lished or alluded to, without the consent 
of the department concerned. ‘The Home 
Minister may suspend, prohibit or confis- 
cate a newspaper, if its tone be judged to 
be detrimental to the public peace, or in- 
jurious to society and existing customs— 
however open to attack those customs may 
be. These are only a few of the regulations, 
and very heavy penalties are attached to 
the breach of them ; ‘and yet they are con- 
sidered to be markedly more lenient than 
those previously in foree: 

"The following important case, as reported 
in the Ceylon papers, was decided on the 
21st ulto. by the District Judge of Ceylon, 
and may be interesting to our readers : 
Joseline Eleanor Andriesz effected an in- 
surance on the life of her husband, the late 
John Andriesz, in her own favour, for Rs, 
3,000 with the Standard Life Insurance 
Company. On his death, the widow claimed 
the amount of the life policy. ‘The Com- 
pany refused to pay her the amount unless 
she signed the discharge as executrix of 
her husband's last will and testament. 
This she declined to do, presumably be- 
cause in that case the amount would be 
claimed by the creditors of her husband. 
Mr. Advocate Wendt, instructed by Mr. 
Proctor Chas. Pereira, appeared for Mrs. 
‘Andriesz, and Advocate Withers instructed 
by Mr. Proctor F, jaram, appeared 
for the Standard Life Insurance’ Company. 
‘The District Judge recorded that, having 
considered the special case and heard the 
arguments of counsel thereon, and havi 














n 
that upon the occurrence of the desth of 
John Mathew Andriesz the sum assured by 
the policy in question was no part of 
estate, and therefore did not pass to h 
executrix as such, and that she as such 
executrix could not give a valid discharge 
to the Insurance Company. He was also 
of opinion that on the occurrence of 
Andriesz's death the sum assured became 
the property of his widow in her individual 
and personal right asa femme sole, which 
she then of course became. He was further 
of opinion that the Ordinance validates a 
contract of assurance entered into by a 
married woman for a sum payable to her 
when she shall become a femme sole by her 
husband’s death, and that any sum payable 
to a femme sole is necessarily a sum payable 
for her separate use, which are the words 
of the Ordinance. ‘It will therefore bo 
adjudged that the Standard Life Assurance 
Company do pay the sum assured by the 
policy to Jowoline Eleanor Andriees per. 
sonaily, and, in terms of the special case, 
the Insurance Company will pay her cos! 
‘We believe that the law applying to the 
ministration of deceased estates under the 
ordinance 15, in Ceylon, and the order in 
Couneil of 1865 applying to H.M.'s Court 
in China are very similar. 

‘The November and December numbers 
of the British North Borneo Herald have 

sent us by Messrs. Alfred Dent & 

‘There is not much news in them, but it 
evident that tobacco planting and the tim- 
ber trade are showing signs of considerable 
activity and are to prove the most import- 
ant items in the trade of the territory. As 
regards the former, the selection of several 
new plantations is noticed ; and ships were 
arriving to load billian ‘and other hard 
‘woods, and we have heard that a con- 
siderable contract for hard wood was 
made lately at Tientsin on account of a 
Sandakan The community in San- 
dakan were waiting on the Sth Decomber 
for further advices from the gold fields, 
from which advices in October expressed & 
confident hope that before long the explor- 
ing would be on an extensive and 

yable gold field. ‘There are 8 number of 
articles on natural history and other scienti- 
fic subjects in the two papers. 
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IMPROVEMENT IN TRADE AT 
HOME. 


Has the long desired revival of trade at 
home set in at last? There are many 
things in the markets to justify a very 
hopeful'view of the future, but just at 
present it is impossible to say how much 
of the extraordinary rise in values 
which has taken place is due to specula- 
tion. But even if we allow a large 
margin for the operations of speculators, 
there are whole classes of goods in 
which the recent appreciation would 
seem to be genuine, or founded upon a 
legitimate basis. ‘Ihe truth seems to 
be that buyers and sellers at home 
have both suffered from what has been 
called exaggerated despondency. ‘They 
saw values fall to alow level ; they 
believed that the telegraph and plen- 
tiful and rapid means of transport 
would always keep prices low; that it 
was of little use to watch how stocks 
in London were, for if produce was not 
stored in the Docks it was somewhere 
else and could be quickly procured. 
Much of the commerce of the world was 
now carried on by wire, small parcels or 
cargo upon cargo of produce being 
purchaseable at home before they were 
placed on board ship in all parts of the 
world, Buyers under these circum- 
stances only bought for their immediate 
wants; and when prices fell to a point 
which’ was ruinous to merchants simply 
waited for them to go to a lower point 
still. ''he general position of the Mincing 
Lane, the metal markets, the shipbuild- 
ing aud shipowning trades, all justified 
this cautious policy during late years, 
but suddenly all this has been changed. 
‘Many things no doubt assisted to bring 
about the recent extraordinary activity 
in the great markets which have so 
long been sluggish and almost hopeless. 
There has been an undoubted if a quiet 
recovery in trade in 1887 ; iron, steel, 
cotton and other manufactures have 
improved ; money is cheap, and its 
owners have long been looking about 
for means of investing safely, aud these 
being scarce it is not improbable that 
some cautious people, disappointed in 
discovering investments as safe as the 
Bank, have joined syndicates formed for 
purely speculative operations. 

Prices of produce generally have risen 
at home. ‘The beginning of the im- 
provement in the markets may be said 
to have commenced early in October, 
and comparing the prices then ruling 
for staple articles we see that an enor- 
mous rise has taken place in many. Mid- 
land Uplandscotton was 4d.11/1éths per 
pound in.the first week of October and 
5d. 5/8ths by Reuter’s telegram of the 
13th instant, a rise of about 15 per cent. 
Java sugar, afloat, which seems now-a- 
days tovbe’a gauge of the market, was 
13/9d. to 14/- early in October and 
16/6 to 17/- on the 2ud December. 
Within the same time jute had advanced 
about 14 per cent.; shellac 15 to 20 per 
cent.; while such articles as cocoa, cassia 


|as wool, which was rather lower in 





lignea, and pepper and spices generally 
had all risen greatly, ‘There are of 
course some articles which have not 
participated in this improvement, such 


December than it was two months pre- 
viously, but the market was firm and 
large quantities were being purchased at 
the auctions. Silk also has not im- 
proved, but there was a change for the 
better in the tea market which ap- 
parently had arisen from a trade demand 
assisted by a mild speculative move- 
ment. 

But the general upward movement 
in produce markets is small compared 
with what has taken place in metals. 
A powerful French syndicate, as- 
sisted by smaller groups of speculators, 
has seut the price of Straits tin 
up from £104 to £105 per ton at the 
beginning of October to £165 to £166 
early in December, They have also 
made the price of copper regain in one 
month the shrinkage of years, by a 
rise of £27 per ton since the end of 
October, viz from £44 to £71 per ton. 
But we may note here that copper 
manufacturers and others in the trade in 
that metal had evidently been preparing 
for a rise in prices before the end of 
October, as Messrs. Royse say in their 
circular dated the 29th of that month 
that large contracts for pyrites had 
been given out at current rates run- 
ning over the next two or three years. 
What the Economist has to say on 
the future of those metals will be 
found in another column. But after 
our contemporary wrote, the following 
additional upward movements in the 
metal market took place. Copper ad- 
yanced £4, spelter and lead each £1, 
iron 2/5d. per ton on Scotch warrants, 
while tin after falling 10/ per ton 
quickly recovered. The price of the 
latter. article is now prohibitory to 
manufacturers, and we may expect to see 
asudden and severe full in prices, no 
matter how strong the syndicates may 


‘A good deal has happened to support 
the speculative movement in metals. 
For one thing, shipowners seem to have 
arrived at the conclnsion that it was 
time to begin building again, and on 
the Clyde alone they had placed con- 
tracts for over 70,000 tons of steam 
shipping in the last fortnight or so of 
November. Other large contracts would 
have been entered into, but for some- 
what higher prices being asked by 
builders, and fears that demands for 
increased wages would be made by the 
men. This fear had caused orders to 
be sent elsewhere. We cannot better 
show the improved condition of the! 
Scotch shipbuilding and steel trade | 
than by quoting a note from the Times | 
of the 9th December which will be/ 
found elsewhere. No doubt the other | 
shipbuilding places in Great Britain are 
equally well off for orders, and the! 
effect of this improvement is seen in 
the increased value of iron in Great 
Britain and on the Continent. ‘The 








coal trade had also expanded consider- 


ably during the year, a sure sign that 
the great industries were in an improved 
condition. ‘The geueral trade of the 
nation had satisfactorily increased up to 
the end of November, the Board of 
Trade returns showing that for the 
first eleven mouths of tie year the Im- 
ports were £9,308,235 and the Exports 
£5,702,491 more than in the same 
period in 1886. It looks as if the tide 
had turned at last. 





THE WELSING LOTTERIES. —IL 
"Due proprietors of the ereé-sing lotteries, 
as we said the other day, are careful 
to guard themselves by every possible 
means against loss, not only through 
miscalculation of probabilities, but even 
through inadvertence. A study of the 
rules published by them for the guidance 
of competitors is useful both as illustra+ 
ting this caution of theirs and as an 
index to the lines on which trickery has, 
at some time or other, been found pos 
sible—just as the apparently vain re- 
petitions of an English Conveyance ot 
Power of Attorney would be useful in 
tracing a history of legal quibbledom. 
First as regards the names of van- 
didates. ‘The proprietors as we have seen, 
commence by annonneing ‘no surmames 
barred.’ It seems to have been (it pose 
sibly is still) the practice with certain 
low-class establishments to declare at 
the last moment that such surnames 
as Ch‘au (locally Tan) Hwang (Ng), Li, 
and the like, which are common, or as 
the natives call it ‘big,’ in Kuangtung 
were barred, and the’ competitors must 
stand to win on the out-of-the-way 
appellations. Some idea of the run on 
certain names may be gathered frow the 
book before us, in which the surname 
Chan (Bf) was entered by 984 out of the 
1,000 ¢ npetitors. In 905 of these cases 
it is the first name written, but in a few 
instances,—being evidently thrown in as 
a concession to popular prejudice or to 
chance laws,—it is the very last, It 
did not win, Again, out of the 8 players 
who divided between them the 1st prize, 
each having yiven 8 names correctly, 
all entered the successful surnames 
Li (3), Chang (9) and Ho (])—very 
common clan names in Kuangtung, or for 
that matter, all China over. Iu fact, two 
candidates from each of these claus 
as tsin-shih at this examination. 
On the ether hand only one of 
the winners had given correctly the 
name Yu (#fj), a small family in and 
about Canton. How this distinction 
between ‘big’ and ‘little’ surnames 
lends’ itself to the most outrageous 
abuses connected with the eei-sing lot- 
tery we hope to show later. Meanwhile 
it must be noted that in spite of the 
announcement that ‘no surnames are’ 








be | barred’ the choice of candidates has its 


limits. ‘They must be Kuangtung 
graduates who have taken their degree 
of Aiizjin (the degree,—say M.A.—be- 
low that of ¢sin-shif) either at Canton 
or at Peking, or have been granted it 
by Imperial Decree as a reward for 
something or other,—most probably a 
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* benevolence’ to the Imperial exchequer. 
Candidates disallowed are, first, Aiijin 


from other provinces and Bannermien, | 


secondly, Kuangtung Kii-jin who have 
gone up to Peking for a previous ex- 
auination, but have ‘scratched, and 
may now be competing; and lastly, 
men, though from Kuangtung, who 
may at this time be made ésin-shih by 
Decree, The idea of barring the last 
two classes would appear to arise from 
the uncertainty, as well for proprietors 


as players, of making out beforehand | i 


who were in the running, if any, so to 


speak, dark horse who had lain perdu | 


in Peking for 3 or 5 years might. enter 
for the race, or the favoured sou of some 
deceased statesman get his degree 
without being examined for it. Still, 
though no one but the Provincial Trea- 
surer ueed know the names of the in- 
tending candidates, the great interest 
which these lotteries give in the matter 
usually ensures their publication, though, 
as will be seen, it does uot prevent, in- 
deed it rather facilitates, such abuses 
as getting at the favourite or squaring 
the Chancellor's proctors. — * 

Having settled what names of candi- 
dates are alone eligible, the Rules pro- 
ceed to define how a ticket is to} 
be taken, ‘The player must hand in! 
a slip of paper inscribed with 16 
surnames. (It may be observed in 
passing that for the lower examina- | 
tions, where more degrees are given, 20 
surnames will commouly be allowed.) 
If more than 16 are handed in, the} 
first 16 alone are accepted ; if less than 
16, or if the same surname is written 
tivice over, ‘ that is the purchaser's own 
look-out.’ ” Auy insertions or alterations 
in the list as handed in are likewise at 
the player's own risk and ‘are no con- 
cern of the proprietor's.” In the case of 
double sumames such as Ou-yany, the 
first syllable only, On (jg) is to be 
written. On paying his stake, usually 
81, the player receives a ticket marked 
with the name of the weé-sing establish- 
meut, and stamped with four ‘chops. 
The body of the ticket is printed, the 
only characters written being the style 
by Whick the purchaser chooses to de- 
scribe himself (as, for instance, ‘ Fairplay 
House’) and one of the words in the 
Thousand Character Classic. At the 
risk of seeming didactic we may remind 
our readers that this Classic is a ‘ poem” 
(save the mark !) consisting of a thou- 
sand different characters, for which rea- 
son it is learnt in early youth and is 
greatly prized by the Chinese,—as a 
convenient notation from one to a thou- 
sand. It is as though we were to take 
Gray's Hlegy, and leaving out all articles, 
copulas aud’ the like, and dismissing 
any ideas of sense and beauty, arrange 
that the first word was to stand for 1, 
the second for 2, and so on. Then in 
the poem thus treated — 

Curfew tolls knell parting day 

Lowing herd winds slowly lea, 
‘slowly’ would stand for 9, ‘knell’ for 3, 
while for 1 we might write ‘curfew’ and 
for 10, ‘lea.’ Our apology for this digres- 
sion must be that it is quite impossible 











j to understand the arrangement of a wei- 
sing lottery book without some concep- 
| tion of the Thousand Character Classic 
| and we fear that everyone has not read 
Mr. Giles’ charming translation. 
‘fo resume ; when the full number of 
| stakes (1,000) have been entered, the 
different lists are arranged by the pro- 
| Prietors in the order of their receipt, 
| which will be the order of the characters 
| in this Classic, and are then printed in 


| the following form. We give ouly six 









| Bros 
Robinson, 
Tames. 
Ellis. 





| Robinson. 
Tomkins. 
Escott. 

Williains. 








done, the lists are arranged in the 
‘book’ already described as consisting 
of 50 pages (Chinese pages,—double 
ones) of 20 columns each, and 2 pages 
of preface. 

Now with considerable naitceté, but 
even more justice, the promriotors state 
that “as they have to depend on others 
for the printing of the book, the charac- 
ters may be mutilated or indistinct, or 
contracted, or inverted” (they are set 
up in moveable type, and very often 
are inverted) ; they consequently “ will 
allow no objection to be raised on the 
score that the characters as printed are 
not ‘ official type’” But this is uot all. 
‘The binding is not doue by the pro- 
prietors, aud so these must guard them- 
selves avaiust accidents on this seore as 
well. Hence their request “if by any 
chance a leaf from another book has 
been inserted by mistake, or the leaves 
of the book are short or in excess, or it 
is bound up in a wrong cover or one 
with a wrong index character, or the 
amount of the stake is incorrectly 
given, please bring it back to be 
changed.” If it is brought back 
the establishment will “deal justly in 
the matter, but at the same time will 
allow no attempt at extortion!” So 
far, it will be noted, the wei-sing pro- 
prictor declines compensation entirely 
ignoring the qui facit per alinm rule of 
Jaw ; but in certain other respects he is 
prepared to admit a liability, though a 
somewhat limited one. “ Although,” 
he says, “the printed book and the MS. 
lists will be carefully and many times 
over compared by this office, still 
mistakes may arise. In such a case if 
one character is printed wrong we will 
refund 209% of the stake, if two charac- 
ters 409%, but in uo case more than 
40%. Tf we print a surname twice 
over or omit one, we will repay half the 
stak But if the error is due to bad 
writing in the original MS., the proprie- 
tor stands absolved, and as he annownces 
later on that he will “listen to no 
demand for the production of that 
paper” it will go Rand with him if he 
cannot lay the blame on the MS. Indeed 
he may lose the latter and yet defy 
reclamation. “ If through fault of ours 






















the MS. be lost, we will select some good 
surnames in its stead‘and enter them” 
—a truly ingenious way of making 
reparation. Searcely less’ ingennous is 
the ruling in the last case of possible 
error,—that the list chosen by A should 
be printed under the Classic number 
belonging to B, and vice versd—which 
lays down that A and B, either or both, 
must look on the exchange as the 
Decree of Heaven! 

When the thousandth stake has been 
entered, the lottery, as we have said, is 
closed, and a competitor is not allowed 
to take back his list for alteration, 
Ten days after the closure of the 
lottery the ‘books’ are ready for 
distribution, and may be had by 
players on production of their tickets. 

ut should these last apply too late 
for them, or having received them fail 
to note au error in printing, the proprie- 
tors decline compensation, and state 
that they will abide by the book, In 
fact: the book,—and this is why we have 
dwelt so much on the rules affecting 
errors in it,—is treated thronghout as 
a final statement of the player's posi- 
tion, or in other words, as the contract 
between him and the proprietor. How 
the latter has contrived to guard him- 
self against any construction of this 
contract unfavourable to himself we 
have tried to show, just as we en- 
deayoured earlier to point out how he 
eusured a certain, and a very exorbi- 
tant, commission. Thus fenced in at 
all points against his foolish, but will- 
ing, victim he waits for the issue of the 
lists,—or spends the interval in trying 
to get them arranged to his satisfaction, 
And so we must leave him for a time. 

i. 

We loft the wei-sing proprietor waiting 
for the issue of the class lists, or en- 
deavouring to have them satisfactorily 
manipulated. In the particular instance 
we have taken—the examination for the 
Tsin-shih degree at Poking,—this latter 
operation might possibly present it 
superable difficulties even to his i 
genuity, but matters at a provin 
examination (for the degree of Kiizjin) 
would be less involved. It is well 
known that an examiner is sent down 
from Peking to conduct this last, and 
he, like all high officials, is accompanied 
by a mighty clieutele of indigent. re- 
latives aud friends. Into the details of 
a Chinese public examination we need 
not enter, but should the Chief, Assist- 
ant, or Associate Examiners or the 
Literary Chaucellor of the province 
ee incorruptible (for attempts may 

made even on their integrity) there 
is room, for those who know the way 
there, among the Receivers, Sealers, 
Transcribers, Comparers, and Stampers 
of the Essays, and the numerous wnder- 
lings employed about the examination 
precincts,for affecting chance favourably. 
The principle which guides a lottery 
proprietor, or it may be a player, in his 
arrangements with these officers turns 
(apart from questions of hard cash) on 












the distinction, earlier noted, betweey 
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‘big’ and ‘little’ surnames. If there 
are 20°Chitn’s, 15 Li's, 16 Huang’s, 12 
Chang's but only one Kao entered as 
candidates, other things (such as their 
several abilities) being equal, it is clear 
that most men would not stake their 
money on the solitary Kao; any more 
than in the list of English names given 
in our last notice we should under simi- 
Jar circumstances back the name Bilder- 
beck against the Smith or Jones if we 
knew, as indeed the prcad possessor of 
that patronymic, once told us, that he 
was ‘the only Bilderbeck in Europe ! 
‘What then the controller of fortune does 
is to approach the Examiner or his sub- 
ordinates and let it be understood, in 
confidence, that a thousand taels or so 
will be forthcoming, if a certain Kao 
manages to pass. When matters are 
settled the manipulator goes his way 
and invests largely in Kaos, feeling that 
in the sea of conflicting ties he 
has one rock to stand on wnaffected by 

«chance laws’ or principles of any kin¢ 

This move in the game is of course 
open to a proprietor as well as a player, 
for nothing, as far as we know, prevents 
a proprietor (and we feel confident that 
nothing would prevent a Chinese pro- 
prietor) from taking shares in his own 
lottery. Still the move would seem 
mainly open to a player, a state of 
things which, we inust confess, is in 
some ways reassuring ; for as we have 
seen, the player at weé-sing has in 
other respects so many chances against 
him, and it is comforting to think of a 
proprietor being, if only sometimes, 
‘done.’ But the proprietor has other 
methods. Let us suppose that in spite 
of the uniqueness of his name, Kao 
(Bilderbeck) is known throughout. the 
province for his skill at essay writing, 
and is a safe man for a ‘place. Then 
every player whe is not a fool or a very 
wise man would stake on Kao, But let 
it also be assumed that Kao is not 
particularly well off (in fact a scholar) 
and not over-scrupulous (in fact a 
Chinaman). ‘Theo an enterprising pro- 
prietor may interview Kao and point 
out, with illustrations, how much it 
would be to his advantage to scratch at 
the last moment and stay over for the 
next examination. It is very easy, as 
any Peking Gazette will show, to have 
an unlimited number of dangerous and 
complicated illnesses at short notice. 
Kao having been squared, the proprietor 
receives with a bland and childlike smile 
950 lists or so in which the name Kao 
figures, throws in a few on his own 
account in which the name does not 
figure, and awaits events. 

Of course these methods, and others, 
though widely understood and allowed 
for by the knowing ones in their calcu- 
lations, do not appear in the Rules, to 
which we will now return. It would 
seem that the proprietors of wei-eing 
establishments are often harried by 
bogus class-lists, for they formally an- 
nounce that as soon as the result of 
the examinations is known they will 
publish a list, and they utterly decline 
to be bothered with any of the lists 

















hawked about the streets ; the one they 
stand by is that published in the offi- 
cial copy of the Peking Gazette sent to 
the Provincial Government. What is 
more, until fifteen days have passed 
since the receipt of this official copy 
they will not proceed to distribute the 
prizes. What a player who finds him- 
self successful must do, is, after those 
fifteen days, to bring his ticket to the 
establishment of inspection. If the let- 
tering of this ticket has been obliterated 
or defaced, or its number altered in 
any way, or the stamps—‘chops’—of 
the proprietor removed ; or if the ticket 
itself is lost and can’t be produced, no 
prize will be paid. But it isn’t always 
sufficient to produce the ticket safe and 
intact. If ready money has been given 
for it, well aud good ; the prize will be 
paid on production, and will be paid to 
the holder, irrespective of the uame of 
the purchaser,—in fact as we have seen, 
this name, strictly speaking, is not 
written in the ticket, but only a soubri- 
quet. A Chinaman, however, does not 
like to pay ready money,—a mental 
attitude in which he is not perhaps 
altogether singular. And so in a large 
number of instances he obtains his 
ticket on credit, having an acquaintance 
with the compradore or book-keeper. 
Where this is the case the proprietors 
insist that the transaction stall be re- 
garded as a private one between the 
pwrhaser and the compradore, and de- 
clare that in the event of a ticket win- 
ning it is to the latter that the player 
must look, At the same time they 
require that as soon as a ‘book’ is 
closed all stakes shall be paid; if not 
paid then, aud before the class list 
appears, no prize won by a debtor will 
be issued, although the compradore 
will still be held responsible for the 
amount of the stake. 

Things are in this way settled so 
firmly that there would seem to be 
hardly room even for accidental loss to 
the proprietor. Lest there should be, 
however, he adds a final and compre- 
hensive rule. “Should,” he says “any 
unforeseen accident prevent the carry- 
ing out of this particular lottery, the 
amount of the commission having been 
first deducted, the balance of the stakes 
will be retumed to the players. This 
establishment” he adds, in a burst of 
conscious rectitude, “will deal justly 
in the matter, and without fraud,” “ If,” 
he concludes, “ you are satisfied, Gentle- 
men, with these Rules, the lottery will 
be opened; but if you harbour any 
doubts, pray do not honour us with 
your custom !” 

Any such lingering doubts ought to 
have long been dispelled, and the very 
palpable trap of the proprietors shunned, 
one would think. it the lottery was 
taken up, and similar lotteries will be 
taken up by Chinamen till the end of 
all things Chinese, Perhaps the wei- 
sing lot has a fascination of its own 
to a people the mainspring of whose 
goverment and society is the system 











of public examinations. Literary men— 
geutlefolks, as we might sey,—would be 





attracted by it, because there would 
seem room for special knowledge, as of 
the abilities of candidates, to tell, and in 
this way it would possess over a lottery 
of pure chance the attractions that 
whist has over loo. For the ignorant 
and the poor there are lotteries of the 
latter class—chance, not always unaided 
perhaps,—such as ész-fa and po-ko-piao. 





HOW TO PREVENT DROUGHTS 
IN CHINA. 

‘Tux droughts of China during the pre- 
sent century have been beyond all 
example destructive of human life and 
exceptionally demand the consideration 
of the foreign and native philanthropist. 
General Wilson in his late book has 
called attention to the death by famine 
of eleven auillions in the years 1877, 
1878. Fortunately we are able to judge 
fairly well in this case that this total 
uumber of those who perished is not an 
exaggeration, because many Protestant 
and Catholicinissionaries wereeyewitues- 
ses, and a copious collection of facts is 
printed in the published report of the 

‘amine Comnhittee, which brought to a 
conclusion its admirable labours in Sep 
tember 1879. 

The first protective measure is the _ 
introduction of railways to cheapen the 
conveyance of food. There is always 
enough grain iu South China to sup- 
ply the needs of the provinces where 
famine prevails, and the lines ought 
as far as possible to run North and 
South so that the distribution of food 
may be facilitated in that direction. 
"The railway. system ought to be from 
North to South in order to supply the 
deficiencies of the river system which is 
from West to East. ‘I'he Grand Canal 
conveys grain to Shantung and Chibli, 
The railways ought to convey grain and 
other commodities from the trade cen- 
tres of the Yangtve by a trunk line pass 
ing the centre of each of the Northern 
provinces. Kiangsu and Chekiang 
should supply Shantung and Chihli. - 
Southern Auhuei, Kiangsi and Hunan, 
should supply Northern Auhuei, Shansi, 
and Honan, while Hunan and Szechuen 
should be the granaries of Shensi_ aud 
Kansu. Each of the prefectures of the 
northern provinces should have a branch 
line from the province trunk line, 
Notliing is more important than grain 
as a commodity in commerce, so that 
there cau be uo doubt that the future 

ilway system of China must be based 

iple with suitable modifica- 
tions. The tea and silk trade must be 
of less total value and ought to have 
less influence on the programme of the 
railway system than the grain trade. 
The second preventive measure is au 
extension of the irrigation system of 
canals, especially by the use of the 
water of the Yellow River. All aloug 
the banks of the upper course where 
the river flows between Shausi and 
Shensi, in the Ordos country beyond 
the Great Wall, and in Kausu ‘along the 
line of the Great Wall, at ey avail- 
ablespot,irrigation reservoirs ought to be_ 
constructed, These should be numerous 
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and large enough to allow of a con- 





siderable portion of the water, whenever 
the river is drawn off by 
opening flood-gates. Each - reservoir 


would subtract a portion and thus the 
force aud height of the rushing current 
would be diminished whenever a freshet 
was observed. The people of North 
China must Iearn to rely less on rain 
and more on irrigation for the water 
supply of the grain fields. If capital 
were supplied to construct the reser- 
voirs, the improvement in agriculture 
might be looked to as a source from 
which the capital might be paid back 
iuafew years. The third method is 
that of artesian wells, ‘These may need 
to be two thousand feet deep, but 
whatever depth aight be required, the 
wells ought to be dug wherever rain is 
the only source of water supply. ‘This 
should be done for the improvement of, 
agriculture, The Chinese are such ¢ 
cellent growers of garden stuff in add 
tion to cereals, that this method of 
extending a smiling garden cultivation 
ought to be weed persistently on the 
Chinese as being an excellent aid in 
protecting the northern proviuces against 
drought. The fourth method of protec- 
tion is the, wide planting of trees. Iu 
India wheu the trees of the North- 
western provinces were destroyed two 
centuries ago by the Mahonmedans in 
their wars, immense harm was done to 
the climate. Droughts are uot severe 
where forests cover a country. The 
English have begun to plazt forests in 
India, and China ought to do the same 
thing all over the northern provinces. 
The sooner this necessary improvement 
is commenced in earnest the better. A 
new drought may come upon the couutry 
before the Viceroys are aware and they 
may ‘have again to report to the Em- 
ed the same awful loss of Iwan 
ives that they needed to do ten years 
ago. It may be twelve, twenty-five or 
fifty years before the next great drought 
may come, but if trees are uot plauted 
abundantly it must come earlier or later 
and it is the duty of the government to 
prepare for it. ‘he fifth measure that 
ought to be pressed on the attention 
of the Chinese Government is the en- 
couragemeut of emigration, In 'Tartary 
there are vast tracts of virgin soil wait- 
ing for the ploughman and the sower. 
Why do they not go from the over- 
crowded provinces of the north and take 
possession ? The example of the United 
States might well be imitated by the 
Chinese Government. Let them sell 
land at nominal rates to all available 
emigrants from the provinces most liable 
to drought. Let the farmer go with 
wife and children instead of waiting till 
food is at famine price, when the pro- 
bability is that he will go away himself 
toa land where food is cheap, leaving 
his wife and baims to die slowly with 
nothing better to eat than the bark of 
trees. Certainly when the rainfall is so 
insecure as in North China in modern 
times, emigration to the healthy air of 
Manchuria and ‘Turkestan ought to be 
in every reasouable way promoted so as 



































to equalise as far'as possible the num- 
bers ofthe population and the market 
price of food 

‘Phe suggestion which we have made 
above as to irrigation reservoirs is the 
complement of the sugyestion made by 
Mr. Fergusson in his recent letter to 
us ; the problem in the country watered 
by the Yellow River is the same as it is 
in Australia; there is too much water 
at one time, and not enough at others, 
and what has to be done is to store the 
water when it is redundant, so that it 
may be used when the rainfall fails. 
‘The letter from Mr. Paton published 
yesterday morning, and the interesting 
letter from Dr. Williamson which we 
publish this morning, shew again that 
the regulation of the river by embank- 
ments is a hopeless task. Dr. Williamson 
confirms the theory we mooted some 
time since, that in breaking away to 
the south-east the river has found its 
natural bed, which was its bed before 
the existing maps were constructed ; 
but in so doing it has converted a 
large tract of fertile country into what 
threatens to become a permanent lake. 














The coustruction of reservoirs higher 
up will lessen the danger of inuuda- 





tions and provi gainst droughts ; 
the chief fear is that it will be found a 
task beyond the resources of the country, 
or too strikimgly novel for such lovers 
of the old w: s are nearly all Chinese 
officials. 








REVIEW.* 





Mx. Parken informs us, in his preface, 
that this little book is to all intents and 
purposes a translation of the last two chap- 
tersof the “Sheng Wu-ki, 
ations of the present dynast; 
Yiian, a Chinese who held, about, forty 
years ago, the post of Department Magis- 
trate at Kao-yu north of Yanchow ; and 
Wei Yiian’s style has been followed in the 
translation.” We rather regret that Mr. 
Parker did not improve on the style of Wei 
Yiian, as he would have made the story of 
the opium war decidedly wore attractive by 
doing so. As it is, the language, is rather 
bald but the book is an interesting relation 
of the events in what the Chinese author has 
been pleased to call the Opium War. It is 
especially interesting to those who have 
made themselves somewhat acquainted with 
what really occurred, not only during that 
period but in the preceeding years. China 
had resolutely set herself to hamper trade 
at Canton as much as possible, and to main- 
tain the most galling and senseless restric 
tions on foreign traders. For instanco, 
foreign Indies wero not allowed to reside 
in the Factories, and once, when a small 
party of English'and American ladies did 
so, the mandarins stopped the trade of the 
port. Everything was done to annoy the 
residents, trade was impeded ; the Viceroy 
and other other officials carrying themselves 
with the utmost arrogance to the English 
ofiicials and inerchauts. There is much 
that is amusing in the story of these days, 
as when Lin, the Imperial Commissioner, 
demanded that Mr. Lancelot Dent should 
go into the city on a hostage, and when 
the foreign merchants would not allow 
Mr. Dent to do this Howqua and Mowqua, 
two of the Hong merchants, went to him 
in chains, and entreated him to go to 
the Commissioner, assuring him that if he 


* Pagoda Library No. 1, Chinese Ac- 


count ofthe Opium War, "BYE, Pasker 
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did not do so.they would’ be put to.death, 
‘Howqua also appealed, in chaius,to the same 
effect to the Chamber of Commerce. Lin 
and the Viceroys generally employed the 
Hong Merchants to make official counut 

cations to Lord Napier and Capt. Ellivt 
@ petty way of attempting to assert their 
superiority over the foreigner, Page upon 
page ‘could be filled with stories of the arr 
gauce of the Chinese officials, and of the 
curious mixture of shewdness and almost 
childish folly which they shewed. ‘Lin 
merely brought matters to a climax, and if 
the Emperor had determined that this should 
be done, as a matter of policy, he could not 
have chosen a man better. fitted to carry it 
out successfully Undoubtedly Lin was 
a man of an extraordinary stamp ; honest, 
as far as we can judge, in his opposition to 
the import of opium ; violent; changeable, 
yet always clinging to his original views ; 
Severe, even cruel and inexcusable, in the 
ameasures by which he sought to gain hi 
ends ; yet in reality he meant well for hi 
country, and had the interests of his Mas- 
ter always at heart. Such is the character 




















of Lip, as drawn Ly a very shrewd observer 
of his cond 





ct when in Cwnton, and its 
tness is borne oub by the 
account of his actions given by the Chinese 
annalist before us. It was he, Wei Yiian 
says, who demanded the surrender of Mr. 
Dent and Mr, Jardine, ** Chatun”—Jar- 
dine—having got wind of this made h 
escape, but * inti” -—Dent—came 
the English Consul * Tut ”—Elliot—from. 
Macao to the Canton Foreign Factory. 
Lin sent a body of soldiers to keep a watch 
upon them there aud to surround the 
Liptak fort, in the Canton river, with 
a cordon of rafts, sv as ‘to prevent 
communication therewith. ‘ He then de- 
manded the surrender, within a given date, 
of all the opium on board the 25 hulks at 
Ling-ting, and a free pardon, fuing whieh, 
he threatened to stop supplies of water, 
and to prevent trade” Capt. Elliot found 
himself obliged to surrender the opium and. 
20,283 chests were destroyed near the 
Bogue, the object being, Wei Yiian says to 
impress the poople by the public spectacle, 
For this China had afterwards to pay. The 
question, were the Emperor and his officials 
sincere in their attempts to stop the opiun 
trade, might be debated until the end of 
time. This destruction of opium looks as 
if the Emperor was sincere, as it is certain 
that Lin always acted under instructions 
from Peking, but there is, upon the other 
hand, much’ to support the theory that it 
was the fear that, Chin would be drained 
of silver which inspired the Imperial 
policy and our own opinion leans to 
this view. Wei Yiian quotes from the 
Memorial of the Director of the State 
Ceremonial in 1838, in which it is repre- 
sented ty the ‘Throne that the growing 
consumption of foreign opium was at the 
root of all the troubles of China. Silver-- 
and coined dollars proportionately—was 
becoming scarce, and relatively dear—the 
revenue was in confusion, peculation rife 
and trade disorganised. ’ But it is not 
improbable that’ both opposition to. the 
import and use of opium and a fear of the 
wealth of the country disappearing,’ led 
to the highhanded medsures which were 
adopted at Canton. At all events, sotiie of 
the greater ofticials were honestly opposed to 
the opium trade, and many of these resided 
in Peking. A Tartar lady, attached to the 
Court of the Emperor was at the head of 
this party. She was a woman of a great 
strength of character ; remarkable” for 
her abilities, and obtained both before 
and after her ma to the Emperor 
great influence over his mind, and with 
a large number of people of position, She 
had at first. great power, but made many 
bitter enemies, who at last destroyed her 
influence uver the Emperor: But she, and 
the friends who survived her, opposed the 
vpium trade, and the subject became what 
we should ‘call a party question in a 
western capital, The prohibition of the 
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import of opium and the export of silver 
thus became linked together, in the inter- 


ests of two sets or more of intriguers in j 


Peking. It is a curious connuentary on 
* the almost fanatical denunciation of opium 
by the Emperor, and the violence with 
which Lin,as Commissioner, and afterwards 
as Viceroy, carried out his instructions, 
thet when the old national feeling agains 
foreigners was thus revived throughout the 
Empire, the son of the Emperor, himself, 
in’the Palace from the effects of the 
excessive use of opium. 
‘The author gives a very Chinese account 
of several navals kirmishes in the Canton 





river, at Amoy, and about Ningpo and this | 


district and of the capture of Chinkiang. 
How they support Mr. Parker’s opinion that 
“the paper illustrates the extraordinary 
faithfulness with which the Chinese endea- 
vour to perfect their histories faithful- 
ness is included in the perfection which 
their historians strive after,—will be seen 
from one or two instances, At pago 16 it 
is said that five British ships of war made 
an attack on Amoy and that one of them— 
fholargeat—wassunk, whereas ouly one ship, 
the Blonde, entered the harbour. A boat 
from her, carrying a tlag of truee, was fired 
at and struck, and the guns of the Blonde 
were thereupon turned on the Chinese 
batteries and warjunks, doing great damage 
and were scattering the braves in every 
direction. No doubt numerous other 
stances could be fuund in this book, if it 
were worth while to search for them. 

‘The operations of the British naval and 
military forces which resulted in the capture 
of Chusan, Ningpo, Chapo, the Woosung 
forts, Shanghai and Chinkiang, and the 
treaty of Nanking, are all described. The 
mandarins commanding the Chinese forces 
‘are severly blamed for their incapacity, in 
various ways, during that campaign, but the 
author does not do justice to the bravery 
shown by the Tartar troops on many occa- 
sions, Thus,at Woosung these troops offered 
a determined resistance and twice their 
‘spears crossed the English bayonets, and at 
Chinkiang many of them rushed on the bay- 
onets, Whenthe British troops mounted the 
walls of that city the Tartars fought brave- 
\y, nd as they retreated along the walls 
they made a stand at every defensible point. 
I instances they got within the sol- 
iors’ guard, aud seizing them by the body, 
dragged their enemies with ‘themselves 
over the walls, and in two instances suc- 
ceeded in throwing them over before they 
themselves were bayonetted. After the 
Woosung forts had ‘been taken, Admiral 
Parker proceeded to Shanghai, which he 
found deserted by the officials, but the 
people showed no animosity to the invaders 
Admiral Parker sent two of the Com- 
pany’ 









































ners—which had towed the fleet 
into position at Woosung—some thirty 
miles up the river, and the report which he 
received was so interesting, that he went 
on the following day with three steamers, 
forty-five miles, to the neighbourhood 

Sungkiang. ‘There is an account of the 
making of the Treaty of Nanking, and 
many sage reflection on the events of the 
two years during which the opium wat 
lasted. ‘The barbarian pirate war, as Wei 
Yiian ‘calls it, cost ‘Tis. 70,000,000 and he 








says “that there was always a clamour for | 2° 


either war or peace; but no one, 
to say, ever recommended a strictly defen- 
sive attitude.” China tried this attitude 
during the trouble with the French, and 
it is notable that the war in 1841 was 
‘brought to a close by the-same mean: 
as in 1885. On’ the former occasion tl 
English stopped the grain and other trade 
‘on the Grand Canal, with the same effect as, 
the blockade of the Gulf of Pechili had 
forty-four years later. But the defensive 
attitude did more for China in 1884-5 
than the scrambling, ill-advised operations 
of 1841, 

Readers will find this translation of Mr. 
Parker's interesting, and it is remarkably 
neatly printed and got up. When a second 














editi 
substitute another description than steam- 
launches for the Company's steamers, which 
were vessels of considerable tonnage, one 
at least being of 700 tons. Besides, steam- 
launches were uot invented at that time, 
and to retain the term might mislead 
future historians. Tt is easy to inyagine an 
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| edition of Mr. Parker's book as an autho- 
| rity for giving to the Chinese the credit of 
having invented steam launches some years 
| before an Englishman copied the iden, just 
Las they say the West got printing, and 
sgunpowder from this Empire 






REVIEW.* 





‘Tue subject of the origin and growth of 
human speech being oue in relation to 
which absolutely no data exist upon which 
any definite conclusion can be based,— 
has been wisely tabooed by the leading 
scientific societies of Europe, one society in 

‘cular in Paris stating perempterily in 
its rules that no paper upon the origin of 
human speech will be admitted. Yet the 
first number of the second volume of the 
Journal of the Peking Oriental Society con- 
| sists of 95 pages of a priori reasoning on the 
| subject from the pen of that distinguished 
sinologue, Dr. Edkins, 

But for the name of the author and the 
interest that attaches to all that emanates 
from that Sleepy Hollow where sinologues 
can study and meditate in peace, undis- 
turbed by any but the remote growlings of 
the outer world of activity and life, we 
should have thrown the volume aside as 
equally valueless as an investigation of the 
“First Cause” ; and thus having read it in 
the hope of really learning something about 
the evolution of the Chinese language, wo 
jthink our readers may be glad to know 
what we found in it, if only to save them- 
selves the wasted toil we have to our sor- 
row felt it our duty to undergo. 

Dr. Joseph Edkins, not satisfied with 
having rendered the difficult and tedious 
study ofthe Chinese language doubly to 
some by his attemptin his Grammar of the 
Chinese language” to press this tongue of 
simple construction into the strait-waistcoat 
of the Eton Latin grammar, would now di- 
rect the student's attention into the wilder- 
ness of conjectural philology. ‘Through 
fourteen chapters of hypothetical state- 
ments, (arguments they cannot be called), 
he lands the reader in a beautifully symme- 
trical table in which the scheme of evolu- 
tion of Chinese language and civilisation is 
displayed in five parallel columns, in which 
the growth aud development of the Chi- 
nese empire is worked out to his own 
satisfaction as clearly and simply as 
in a rule of three sum, the only misfor- 
tune being that there are no figures to start 
with. Long residence in the metropolis of 
arrested development appears to have 
brought the worthy Doctor to the frame of 
mind of the founders of that city, of whom 
it is related that a scheme was laid before 
the Emperor by the literati of the day, 
advising that the capital should be placed 
in the centre and, in successive parallelo- 

ma encircling it, the different orders of 
the Chinese people, beginning with Dukes 
and ending with malefactors, the Emperor 
being the gem of the symmetrical setting 
whic! ually shaded off into the 
impassable mountains and deserta which 
formed the boundaries of the empire. 
‘This passion for an exaggerated symmetry 
is one of the many curious characteristicg 
of the Chinese mind, and doubtless Evzro- 
peans who live half a lifetime among them 
acquire similar traits, and this decay of the 
reasoning powers among pure Fimologues 
has Ted to'the popular belief “shat ie eon 
study Chinese long enough yoo are sure ta 


* Journal of the Pekin, tal Society 
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| enthusiastic sinologue in the depths of | 
Peking in the year 2500 or. 3000 citing this { 


is called for, Mr. Parker should : go mad. Here in the healthy surrow: 





Era large foreign oourmunity we inay stanly 
the language and escape this drawback, but . 
when we see a body of distinguished men, 
such as the Peking Oriental Society is com: 
posed of, admitting such a work as this 
among their transactions, we cannot help 
feeling that the popular belief on the sub- 
ject of sinology is not without foundation, 

We cannot. pretend to give a detailed 
review of the buok because, apart from the 
reasons given above, we frankly confese 
that we have found it absolutely unintelligi- 
ble, but some idea of the author's meaning 
may be gained from the following, which is 
one of the clearest expositions in the work. 

‘The outer world presents to the mind 
the beautiful and multitudinous objects of 
sense all in an orderly arrangement, The 
mind takes note of the limiting lines of 
space and time according to, which every 
thing heavenly or earthly is disposed. ‘The 
categories of the physical universe become 
thoes of the mind, ‘The laws of language 
harmonise with them and are based upon 
them. §| nd time have seemed to 
some philosophers to be only in the mind. 
But in reality space and time are in the 
universe and the mind sees things as they 
are in space and in time, and proceeds to 
build up the categories of logic and gram- 
miar in accordance with the observed. di 
position of things in the cosmos. 

The mind only arrived at the realisn- 
tion of, the ideas of grammar and. logio 
by the help of the hand faithfully and con- 
stantly afforded during the period when 
language was beginning its careor. Soon 
words would be mide, and the hand would 
receive its name frum’ the sound produced 
by its action imitated. It was then neces 
sury to arrange the objects of thought i 
the memory as right and left, us before 
and behind, as above and below. All this 
was done by pointing with the hand in the 
first instance. At first the hand and the 
act of pointing would have a name common 
fothun both. This name was spplied to 
the categories of space as above, below, or 
otherwise. Either the name of the hand 
ras applied to each location in succession 
id a new word made with s modifica- 
tion in sound to mark the idea, or some 
other word under the mind’s permission 
crept in to discharge this duty. ‘The sub- 
stantive verb and the category of “is” and 

is not,” of ‘is right” and "is not right” 
would also originate in conn with the 
act of pointing with the hand. The name 
to be given whether affirmative or negative 
vould 08 I suppose for want of another be 
the name of the hand as it was pronounced 
at the time. A modifying variation in 
sound would be added. That such a va 
iation was made we have proof in such 
words as 3 shen ‘r in the rising 
intonation, but heard in the even-tone in 
the sense “give.” Afterwards B.C. 300 
the even tone was changed for the depart- 
ing tone. So it was with Sf hau ** good” 
‘and “to love,” FR mui “to buy” and “to 
sell.” ‘The wordmaker wanted the words 
“to love” and “to sell,” and he formed 
them out of ‘+ good” and buy” by adding 
an intonation existing in his environment, 
This took place in the tone age and'in a 
similar way words iu the guttural age would 
change one of their letters for a guttural. 
‘Thus when the language was in its early 
stages the name of the hand might be used 
for any act of the hand-if only some con- 
venient modification were introduced into 
the sound safficing to make it into » word 
which would be accepted by the nation. 
In this way the hand might be the agent in 
a hundred instances in’ bestowing names 
upon actions. és 

Four pl] si, would be ff siak, to cut, 
Decause two cuts at right angles make four, 
and nothing would be mora obvious to the 
mind on the watch for a name than the act 
dy which four was made. 





















































‘There is no doubt that knowledge of 
great interest to those who make comparie 
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hhilology a study, may be gained from 
an intelligent research into the afinities of 
the Chinese with other languages of Asia, 
and possibly ‘the proof be obtained that 
the Chinese and the Aryan families are all 
@escended from a common stock ; but an 
essay on the origin of speech in general 
and of the Chinese variety in particular 
‘may yield subject for thought but hardly 
matter for serious discussion. As far as 
the study vf the Chinese language for all 
practical purposes is concerned, we are 
convinced that the simplest methods are 
the best, and that attempts to make it fit in 
to the systems employed in teaching the 
cognate languages of Europe are a pure 
waste of the student's time and patience : 
two entities of which an ahnost inexhaus- 
tible supply is unfortunately necessary for 
the object, 
ATL 


















. REVIEW.* 
rere, 
‘Tnene is a great deal of good reading in the 
‘opening number for the year of this perio- 
dical, which comes out in an enlarged form, 
and witha new cover. ‘The concluding part 
of the Rey. J. Macgowan’s paper on “The 
History of Self-support in the Loudon Mis- 
sion” is much more interesting than its 
predecessors, and his account of x typical 
congreyation at an out-station is really idyl- 
lic. The objection which we pointed out last 
month to & congregation's being allowed to 
elect its own preacher, is mentioned by the 
author, who owns that aman may sometimes 
be elected on secular grounds, “ without 
duo, consideration being given to the ques- 
tion whether he may have other and more 
important. qualifications that are essential 
to tit him for such an important position, 
‘The result, however, of twenty years of per- 
severing, sleepless effort to make the church- 
os felf-sipporting, as givon by Mr. Mac. 
gowan, ie decidedlyencouraging, He says:— 
“When we commenced in 1866 we had 
eight principal stations, and two out- 
tations, all of which were practically sup- 
ported by the mission. ‘Today we have 
twenty-five of the former, and twenty-three 
of the latter, Ninsteen of the principal 
stations are not only self-supporting, but 
they also maintain fourteen of the out- 
stations. ‘The ret i i i 
and nine out-stations are all doing some- 
thing, more or less, in the way of contri- 
hucing towards their self-support, and with 
the blessing of God will undoubtedly in 
due time require no assistance from us. 
According to the statistics drawn up at the 
clone of the last Chinese year, the member- 
ship of the above churches was one thou- 
sand and seventy-one, whilst the number 
of persons under Christian instruction and 
desiring to be baptized was eight hundred 
and Bity-nine. ‘The total amount of money 
contributed by them for self-support was 
$2,559.55.” 

‘Bren those who take little interest in 
mission work, but like to learn facts about 
the condition of the people, will be glad to 
read what the writer says about the ordin- 
ary life of the common people who live by 
the land in China, who, in all their poverty, 
contrive to make their Church self-support- 
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ir. J. G. Kerr concludes his disserta- 
tion on “The Drinking Habits of Chinese 
Christians,” and recurs to his theory, so 
constantly brought forward by teetotaller, 
but which we ure convinced’ is only true 
with ,much qualification, that it is the 
moderate drinker who makes the drunkard. 
After all, his paper is far more a denuncia- 
tion of the use of liquor in the world at 
large, than of its abuse in China, though 
he does tell us incidentally that sixty per 
cout, of adults~-men and women—in China 
drink spirits, and he wars contributors to 
missions at home, that “a proportion of 
the money consecrated at home for the 











* The Chinese Recorder for January. 


sacred work of preaching Christ to the 
heathen, is spent by native Christians in 
the employ of the missions for the liquors 
which counteract the very purpose for 
which it was given.” This is not very 
encouraging to the contributors at home. 
There is a want of consistency, however, 
in Dr. Ken's reasoning. After telling 
us that sixty per cent. of the Chinese 
are addicted to drink now, he goes on 
to point out that the great danger is in 
the future. At present Chinese liquor is 
not nice to take, owing to the crude mode 
of manufacture, while foreign liquor is too 
dear; but the Chinese will soon improve 
their methods, and then the probability is 
that ‘drunkenness will become as common 
as it is in so-called Christian lands.” It 
was perhaps hardly n to write so 
much aboutadanger that isstill in the future, 
and it surely should have struck the writer 
as strange that he should be able to say, 
notwithstanding the common drunkenness 
in Christian lands—which he owns in an- 
other sentence is ‘‘an evil many-fold greater 
than opium—that we present tothe Chinese 
‘a system of Christian doctrine and a 
standard of morality which have produced 
the best men and the best women, the 
happest families and the best government 
known to our fallen race.” 

Whatever the Rev. J. Ross writes is dis- 
tinguished by good practical common sense, 
and his article on “Native Agents” main: 
tains this reputal He points out that 
the design of the church in collecting money 
for mission work is not ‘the providing of 
situations in non-Christian countries for 
a number of more or less educated fellow- 
countrymen of the donors.” Nor is it the 
education uf the young or the healing of 
the sick, expenditure on which is only justi- 
fied on the ground that these things are in 
some form subsidiary and helpful to Chris- 
tian preaching. Money is subscribed to 












missions that the Chinese may be con- 
verted ; aud to this end Mr. holds 
that the native preacher has much bettur 





opportunities than the foreigner. Tho 
foreigner is hated simply because he is a 
foreigner ; while the homes of the people 
‘are open to the native, he can better under- 
stand their wants and the direction of 
their thoughts, and they will express to 
him doubts or objections, which they are 
afraid to lay before the foreign preacher. In 
the future, too, the Chinese churches must 
rely upon native preachers, for they cannot 
always be in the foreigner’s leading strings. 
Mr, Ross owns the difficulty of selecting 
Chinese preachers, but the difficulty is not 
peculiar to them. Mr. Ross says, “My 
experience, limited to a small field though 
it be, leads me to the unquestioning belief 
that very few foreigners are fully qualified 
to be missionaries to the Chinese.” We 
need not follow the writer into his argu- 
ment, which is not likely to be questioned, 
that the church in China is justified in 
looking for support tothe branches at home ; 
and that it i jose as justifiable to spend the 
money contributed abroad in the payment 
of native as of foreign evangelists. Care 
should be taken not to support men in 
posts for which they are not qualified, and 
not to pay them more than is necessary to 
Keep them in’ the apreper, comfort ‘and 
respectability ; but Mr. Ross does not be- 
lieve that more money has been wasted in 
subsidising useless native agents than in 
“supporting westerns in the field who are 
| not well fitted for the work.” Meanwhile 
the difioalty of finding and supervising 
natives who are well fitted for the work 
remains, while the responsibility as to 
the “westerns” is left to the at 
home which selects and dispatches them. 
‘The “German Missionary’s” short ex- 
planation on a point raised in his former 
paper on ‘The Condition and Hope of 
the Heathen” deals with a purey theo- 
logical question and we may leave it 
The continuation of the ‘‘ Historica! Land- 
marks of Macao” brings these anuals 
down to September, 1836, and records 














many interesting facts, among them the 
deaths of Dr. Morrison and Lord Na- 
pier. The Rev. A. Sydenstricker takes 
the almost needless trouble to write 
short paper pointing out the impossibility 
of the recent proposal to romanise the 
official dialect, as an assistance to tele- 
grapy and evaugelisation ; arguing that, 
as to telegraphy. “the sounds sent in a 
short message might be interpreted to 
mean almost anything, or opposite things, 
and would be about as difficult to interpret 
as the enigmatical responses of the Delphic 
oracle ;” and as to evangelisation, that the 
question in hand has nothing special to do 
with it. There is not much of value in 
Dr. Blodget’s note on “The Primitive 
Revelation.” In the correspondence, Mr. 
Arthur Elwin attacks with considerable 
vigour Mr. Jolinson’s recent complaint that 
most missionaries are paid too highly; 
while H.T.W. writes very forcibly against 
the scandalous system practised by some 
missionaries, of sending out their native 
assistants to peddle opium pills and powders 
in the country on the pretence of their 
being remedies against opium, The reviews, 
editorial notes, and bibliography, are all 
interesting ;, and we find in the ‘statistical 
table that there are no less than 38 pro- 
testant missionary societies doing work in 
China, as to which tho following summary 
is worth noting: — 








Dec 31, "87, Deo. 31, "86, 
489 ... 





Foreign Missionaries 
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i » TS 
Unordained native helpers, 1,316 
Communicants .. 82,260 
Pupils in Schools .. 
Contributions by native 

churches. 

That the contributions by the native 
churehes should have more than doubled 
in the year, is very encouraging. 








THE FRENCH MAIL-PAPERS, 


‘Tue Spectator has an interesting article on 
M. Grévy’s isolation. ‘The late President 
had been twice elected and had held office 
for nine years during which time he had 
made twelve ministries, had influenced 
directly or indirectly the whole patron: 
of France, and must have obliged or dis- 
obliged personally every prominent man in 
polities or society. | He should. therefore 
we made enemies and some friends, and 
evoked among large or at least influential 
classes something of personal loyalty, such 
as rarely fails the men who have’ once 
worthily exercised power. The writer goes 
on to say :— 

Even Mr. Franklin Pierce, whom Americans 
usually describe as the most inferior of all 
their Presidents—a distinction we should our- 
selves reserve to Mr. Andrew Johnion—pos- 
sessed and acquired while in office many 
devoted friends. ‘The moment the storm rose 
against M. Grévy, however, he appeared to 
have no friends’ at all, All statesmen, all 
politicians, all journalists, the whole body of 
the people of Paris turned against him; and 
he was told on all hands that although his 
legal right to remain was clear, he must resign 
ieee his prayer for'a more honour- 
able opportunity is apparently disregarded ; 
‘and though France still honouys ge,“and ve. 
spects among the relations of life the paternal 
one first of all, M. Grévy's years and his devo- 
tion to his family are made excuses for irra. 
tional contumely. He is aa keen as ever, and 
there is no certainty that he believes in M, 
Wilson; but he is described in hundred 
journals as a doting nepotist. There must be 
Something separate in « man who without 
a charge , Oras verified 
tgainet his Chumcter for problen bas nest 
hour of deep misfortune—for, granting every 
charge against M. Wilson, he is the President's 
nisfortue—met with such di Tt ia 
not perhaps quite gracious, but it is difficult 
to avoid ting on the qualities of char- 
scier which have produoed a reult 9 unuua, 

in the 
S Present cireumstances of Europe, 
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We suppose the truth to be something like 
this. Mr. Grévy possesses all the capacities 
and virtues commonly attributed to him,— 
keen seuse, a firmmess approaching to ob- 
stinacy, and probity as iawyers understand 
it; but they are impaired, and, as it were, 
spoiled, by a certain quality of meanness 
Which runs through the whole character, in- 
tellectual as well as moval, He has, for e 
ample, effuced himsell because, in his julg- 
trentthere ought t» be no President, whieh, 
right or wrong, is a statesmanlike view ; but 
hethas also effaced himself because he wishes 
to be safe and irres,onsible before opinion, 

‘The effect which will be produced by Mr. 
Grévy’s fall willbe to make manya candidate 
believe, as it makes General Boulanger, that 
the only way to preserve power is to cultivate 
a fictitious popularity :— 

‘The French want to find an ideal chief, and 
want also, when he is found, to be relieved 
from the burdensome obligation of being loyal 
to him, ‘That is a condition of mind which 
inevitably makes of all but the noblest rulers 
—and they are not 50 very numerous—self- 
seekers first of all. 


“The New English Softness "is a sugges- 
tive article which opens with the saying of 
clever Pernellite, * We shall win, for the 
English have gone soft” which’the Spectator 
‘cousiders hit, with the Trish’ instinct for 
wenkness, upon a fact of the day. The 
Old hardness has gone out of the educated 
class in England ; they hardly kill a mur- 
derer, or wn invader, and would not kill 
anybody else for worlds, ‘The execution on 
the block of a traitor who had destroyed 
the civilisation of a country, or eaused 
ten thousand deaths would create a revolt 
in Patliament,—which we take to be not far 
from nonsense. We rather think that if 
events not nearly so serious as these took 
place the ‘softness ” ou which the Par- 
nellite calculated and which the Spectator 
deplores, would disappear from the greater 











all things are indifferent, and that punishment 
is only for those who inflict it an ‘addition to 
the unpleasantnesses of Ife. At least, if there 
is any other explanation, we do not know 
what it is; for in its reluctance to inflict. pain, 
the calieated cless, which is differentiated 
m_ other el only by its culture, j 
stands alone. ie! i ag 


Here is rather a good sonnet :-— 
‘They tell us that when weary travellers deem 
‘They view through quivering heat across 
the sand 








Great rocks for shadow in a weary land, 

Aud clusteringpalms, and, fairer yet, the gleam 

Where smiles in light to ‘laugh in sound the 
‘stream, 


‘This is uo work of some enchanter’s wand, 
But that reflected here true visions stan: 
Of far-off things that close beside them seem, 
So, worn with life's hot march, ‘when near at 
hand : 
‘A happier world we see upon us beam, 
Where death and parting need not be our 
theme, 
None there by’ toil forefought, by grief un- 
manned, 
Prophets of Science, hush your atern command, 
‘Oh ! bid us not to hold it all a dream, 


Ths Pall Mall seems to have screamed 
itself hoarse in its abuse of the Home 
Secretary and the Police. It would be as 
violent as ever, but it lacks the power of 

iving expression to its anger. In Lord 

fartington's aud Mr. Goschen’s speeches 
in Dublin it can only see “much cry and 
little wool.” 

‘The story of the letters which the Cologne 
Gazette said Prince Bismarck has assured 
the Czar were forgeries, still occupied some 
attention in Europe, and writing on the 
interest of Eugland in the Continental 
eibroglio, the St. James's recalis a story 
of the German Chacellor :— 

Tt may be remembered thai once upon a 
time Prince Bismarck laughingly revealed the 








part of ‘educated Englishmen, ‘The firm | fact that he had practised with great amuse- 
policy which the Government is carrying | ment and success on the Paris correspondent 
of the Timec: had used him and “sold” him, 


Out in Ireland, whether it be judicious an 
statesmanlike, or not meets with the 
approval of by far the linger number of 
tllucated men, the leistred people and those 
whom Mr. Gladstone lumpsas the **classes.” 
Nor do we think with the Spectator that it 
is more than doubtful if the suppression 
of the Indian mutiny would now-a-daj 
have been allowed, and quite certain that if 
any officer boasted of his share in it Parlin- 
ment would censure him. The Radical 
Opposition would no doubt censure him, 
but they would be few in numbers and 
personally insignificant, It is not many 
years since Sir Charles Dilke tried to cen- 
sure Sir Frederick Roberts for some in- 
cidents in the Afghan war, which he was 
pletsed to consider wore not humane, but 

@ met with no or very little support in 
Parliament or elsewhere. But the contrast 
is good which is drawn by the writer be- 
tween the ‘Softness” of the English cul- 
tured classes and how America deals with 
offenders against the laws, and the Nationa- 
ists with those who stand up against their 
illegalities : 

‘The Americans, who are not only ruled but 
guided by men from the hody of the people, 
actually arm their police with revolvers, meet 
rioters with rifle-bullets, and hang-up’ anar- 
chists after an interval’ which in England 
would be held to compel a reprieve for the 
worst of deliberate murderers. In Ireland, 
also, which for the moment is the most com- 
pletely democratic of countries, all who offend 
Hehe people” are menaced with death or tor- 
ture, and the sentences of the National Leagne 
are carried out as if we were living in the 

iddle Yet the violent section in Eng- 
Jand and America and Ireland are probably as 
much believers in Christianity as their supe- 
flor, and whenever burt or injure aac Ter 
“ y," a8 if they thoroy lieved 
inka Torce, What can be the cause of that 
difference if it is not intellectual, and does not 
spring from a difference in ‘the habitual 
breadth of view? ‘The people” remain stern 
as of old, because they remain closer to the 
realities of things, and have not, in their com- 

narrowness, acquired the idea that 



































in the canting use of that word. Somebody 
in Russia seems to have repeated the opera- 
tion, At St. Petersburg they are in great 
dudgeon at the familiar way in whieh the 


German Chancellor is reported to have hand- | Cl 










faith more Brahmins, or even more baboos, 
than the ministers, we should do homage at 
once to the superior apostolic virtue of Islam. 
But they do not,’ With much that is base, 
native Christian society includes men whose 
character adorus the Chorch, and whose 
sacrifices attest the compelling force of its 
teaching. 

We should to glad to find that the policy 
of the Government in Ireland has produced 
these good efficts. 


There is still plenty of League noise in 
Ireland, and an occasional outbreak of vio- 
lence; but the League leaders in Ireland know, 
and the Gladstonian leaders in England are 
equally well aware, that the conspiracy against 
the Union is breaking up. ‘The country poo- 
ple are nearly as well informed on that point, 
of course. In allthe lesdisturbed districts they 
feel the grip of the League relaxing; in the 
tmore-distrubed districts they see the League 
confronted by a power which is slowly but 
steadily reducing it to subjection; and the Irish 
volatile people, as well as ‘*proverbially 
‘Their shrewdness gives them to 
understand that while the Imperial Parliament 
has granted them extraordinary advantages 
of a substantial kind, nothing more at present 
is to be frightened out of that august body. 
Fora Parlininent on College Green nine-tenths 
‘of them do not care sixpence ; and though a 
certain number of Fenians and others may be 
willing to fight for Irish independence, we are 
rsuaded that the country at large has no 
idea of lacking them up inany such enterprise. 
A little while ago an English gentleman who, 
though he has been in office, eannot be called 
& statesman, said, “The game of law and 
onder in Ireland is up.” Whether he remains 
of that opinion we do not know ; but it.is not 
80 common an opinion in Ireland itself as it 
was when that gentleman spoke. ‘The general 
belief now is that the game of lnwlesess and 
disorder is up: at any rate fora time. After 
working to the immense advantage of the 
tenant farmers, no doubt—though not to the 
advautage of the labourers and poorer cotters 
most need our sympathy, or, indeed, of 
anybody else—the League agitation has about 
finished its course. It may revive again, no 
doubt. But it is pretty generally seen 
Ireland that the game is over for the prevent; 
‘and that if any attempt is made to carry it on 
jan methods and the machinery’of the 
-natinel, the result will not be any ad- 
but 


























Tel the Czar. They do not at all like the dition to the atria advantages in hang 
current of the interview between | only so much worry and disturbance in the 
those poten ‘nil so they have supplied | use of them. 

the aforesaid correspondent with another, | From a notice of the “Remembrances of 





from which it appears that Count Schouvaloft 
found the Chancellor in quite a cowering con- 
dition at first, though he afterwards showed 
considerable “arrogance.” In his cowering 
state, it seems Prince Bismarck whimpered a 
deal over the sore necessities which had 
forced him into the new allianse ; and he even 
went so far in lachrymose confidences as to 
tell Count Schouvaloff that ‘he attached no 
importance to the Bul westion, and 
that the Austrian and Italian alliance was 
to be compared with the Russian allianc 
As for the wretched Austrian one, the Prince 
“T was forced to stipulate that the 
‘Austrian armies should ‘be commanded by 
German generals, for otherwise the Austrian 
mobilisation would have been complete just 
when we were signing the peace.” Speaking, 
too, of Italy, Prince Bismarck said, “I prefer 
that Italy should be our ally rather than the 
ally of Frence—that is all.” What he espe- 
cially valued was the Russian alliance: and s0 
forth. We take leave to withhold credence 
from this story, the intention of which is 
obvious. 

A true estimate of the relative positions 
of converts to Christisnity and to Ma- 
homedanism in India is given in the con- 
cluding sentences of an article on the two 
religions :-— 

It remains for us only to remark that, 
¢xeept for thoroughly disreputable- persons, 
there is hardly any wordly inducement 
to embrace Christianity. The obligation to 
‘wear a hat is by no means a tempting distinc- 
tion. Native Christians are only a caste, and 
by no means an eligible one. ‘There is no 
resident Christian aristocracy of wealth or 
birth or official standing to give them patron- 
age and prestige. In fine, no parity of con- 
dition exists between the two missionary re- 
ligions, If the mollahs won over to their 





























Sir Frederick Pollock,” in the Atheneum, 
we take these stories :— 

“He was dining with King William and 
Queen Adelaide, and was sitting next the 
Queen. Some dish was handed found, to 
which Lord Dulley helped himself, and 
finding it much to his king, and being a 

reat judge of good e ing, he thought it 

fis daty to tell his neighbour of it. So, 
forgetting where he was he turned to the 
Queen and said, ‘You really ought to take 
some of this, it is most excellent.’ The 
Queen only smiled and thanked him. A 
minute afterwards the same thought came 
again ; he strongly urged the Queen to have 
some, with the same result. After another 
short interval, for the third time he pressed 
the capital merits of the dish upon the 
Queen's notice, who then replied, ‘I am 
glad you like it, Lord Dudley. It must be 

ry good, for this is the third time you 
have told me of it.’ Then he, remember- 
ing everything else, exclaimed, loud enough 
to be heard by all the table, ‘Damn 
woman, 80 it is! 

“Lord Ellenborough once came rushing 
out from a debate in the House of Lords 
and ran against the Prince of Wales, for 
which he apologised, ‘I beg your Royal 
Highness's pardon, but I am responsible to 
my Creator for the use of my time, and 
Lord Darnley is speaking.” . 

“I remember Sir Robert Inglis once tell- 
ing me that when an undergraduate at Ox- 
ford he was in London after the Peace of 
Amiens, and dined at the Mansion House. 
The company were invited ¥ the Lord 
Mayor to do honour to the then supreme 
authority in France by drinking to the 
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health of the ‘Three Consuls. But the 
tuast-master, less acquainted with them 
than with certain things very well known 
in the city, and of somewhat similar sound, 
gave out as the toast ‘The Three per Cent 
Consols.”" 





HE ENGLISH MAIL-PAPERS. 
pases 

“Parscuwsy are changing, they say, and 
in the direction of dullness, but certainly 
they have not lost the gift of making their 
politics dramatic.” ‘Thus the Spectato 
Gpening an article on M. Grévy’s resign 
tion, and it describes the scenes in Paris 
before that act had been consummated as 
those of a great melodrama, full of sudden 
surprises and * effects,” of attitudes struck 
by the performers, all leaving the audience 
in doubt whether the climax, though it is 
expected to be pleasant, will not after all 
Be tragic. ‘The Spectator regards the ex- 
President as having been misled by his 
conaolers, and having accepted their utter- 
ances a8 the voice of the people, really, or 
At least possibly believing that he was de- 
fending the prerogative of his successors 
when hie refused to resign... This may have 
arisen from his being the victim of a vanity 
which had swollen in his seclusion, that 
Jed him to expect that the Chambers would 
feel relieved by hia retractation, and would 
tolerate a Ministry of Affairs, at least for 
season, The writer regards, and. pro- 
bably truly, the stream of French Radical- 
iom as flowing towards the abolition of the 
Presidentship and the investiture of tlie 
President of a single Chamber with all the 
duties of representation. "That danger- 
rous proposal would be parliamentary gov- 
ermment made logical, and therefore hasan 
attmnction for the French mind.” Judging 
from the tone of a portion of the Paris 
Presa, and taking into account such evid- 
ence of political feeling in that city as 
is aupplied by the letter of our Corres- 
ondent, published on Saturday, & num- 

of politicians in France seem bent on 
constitution making ; and there seems to be 
no pernmnence in French political ideas. 
The Saturday takes a calm view of the 
situation in Paris, and regards M. Grévy's 
refusal to resign’ as an event of more 
sreming than real importance, and ‘con- 
asiders that it was not at all to the credit 
of M. Grévy's sagacity that he should have 
attached any importunce to the superficial 
popular fevling tn his favour, - Nothing in 
its way could have been more entirely a 
matter of course than this passing reaction, 
for which sentimental good-nature partly 
accounta, though more of it was due to 
other and less amiable causes. As our 
London Correspondent. says to-day, the 
election of M. Carnot was well received in 
England. 

ithe Spectator is elated by the reasons 
which Mr. Lacaita gave for resigning his 
teat as Gladstonian member for Dundee, 
and regrets begien sanie act of withdrawal 
from the policy lately punsued by the part 

«was not made by sigh men as Lord Gran 
fille, or Lord Kimberley or Mr. Morley 
or Mr. Whitbread. Following this is a 
Tong attack on M. Pasteur's proposal for 
the extirpation, by chicken-cholera, of the 
rabbit in Australia. There is a good deal of 
nonsense, but something suggestive in the 
following sentences :— 

The truth is that no one knows what chan; 
‘tre likely to take place in either animal-or 
vegetable life when it is ‘propagated under 

wuite new conditions. Not many years ago, 
the Ouse was choked np with a new water- 
plant which had been rashly acclimatised here 

ym the Antipodes. Also, rabbits have, as 
wwe now see, multiplied in the Antipodes at a 
rate which has become quite a nuisance to 
our Colonies in the Pacific. Now, the new 
extension which transplantation gives to ani 
mal and vegetable ‘life, it may well give also 
to the. microbes which produce snimal and 
vegetable disease. Man is a very limited 
creature to be dealing with these terrible 
agencies of destruction at his own pleasure. 






































































‘And, unfortunately, the habit of wielding 
these mighty instruments is a very attractive 
‘one, grows upon who cont 
it.’ We do not know where this kind of 
thing will stop. If M. Pasteur exports a 
microbe which communicates plague to rabbits 
and birds, some future imitator of M. Pasteur 
may export a microbe which will communicate 
a plague to human beings. We should not be 
prised to-morrow to hear that a colonist, 
inspired with ungodly hatred of the miserable 
French convicts who infest Australia after 
their escape from New Caledonia, had exported 
a microbe to New Caledonia ‘which would 
communicate an epidemie likely to extty off 
he convicts there hy thousands. ‘The new 
leas all point to daring of this godless 
description, Indeed, we hardly see where 
this habit of wielling disease as power, which 
is growing upon the French and German 
physiologists, and which does not even spare 
our own more sober physiologists at home, is 
to end. 


A paper on “ Haughtiness” contains 
this story from Canon Scott Holland’ 
sketch of Jenny Lind in the December 
member of Murray's Magazine. She had a 

remptory scorn for anything she felt to 
te beneath her, which is illustrated by 
the manner in which she once received 
some Americans who forced themselves upon 
her merely from curiosity. *** What is it you 
want! she asked standing very erect. ‘Oh ! 
Madame Goldschmidt, we hoped to have the 
pleasure of seeing you and making your 
acquaintance.’ ‘Well, here is my front!" 
‘Then’ (with a whisk round) ‘there is my 
back! ‘Now’ (with a deep curtsey) ‘you 
cau go home and say that you have seen 
me!’” “After her visitors had crept out 
abashed,” adds Mr. Seott Hollan: : 
very penitent for having been at all rud 

ie could not endure any impertinent curi 
(it was always a perilous experiment to 
roduce a stranger to her, lest she should 
suspect some motive in the introduction, when 
her coldness would be freezing.” 

Asa matter of course the Saturday is de- 
lighted with the proceedi in Leinster 

fall, and with the speeches therein of Lord 
Hartington and Mr. Goschen; 80 also wasthe 
Spectator. Especially pleased is it with Mr. 
Goschen’s reply to the toast of the Unionist 
cause at the banquet on the 30th November, 
which “had fire enough about it to satisfy 
even the most exigent of those Radical 
critics who seem 80 anxious to be scorched.” 
The Gladstonians are now the ill-tempered 
party, says the Saturday, a propos of Mr, 
John’ Morley’s correspondence with Mr. 
Mitchell Henry. After this article is a 
long one on the Lewis Crofters who recent- 
ly made a raid on the deer forests in that 
sland, in which it is almost needless to 















































say that the side of the proprietor is taken. 
‘There is a good article on Prince Bismarck 
and the Socialists, in which itis said, though 


the writer admits upon insufficient a 
thority, that the German Prince was 
the earlier part of his career largely in- 
fluenced by the socialistic theories of Las- 
salle. ‘If this statement is true, it may 
haps be explained by his reiterated pre- 
ference for a system which must necessarily 
rest on authority and therefore ultimately 
on force.” ‘The article will repay reading. 
From “Gold in Wales” we take this :— 

As gold is found in small quantities almost 
everywhere at Upper Tooting, it is probable 
that in Wales there is “just enough to swear 
by,” as the tourist said When he was shown 
the tiny water of Styx. In very ancient days 
most of the gold made into torques and brace- 
dete was doubtleas from native mines, and 20 
probably was the gold used in the’ ancient 

ritish coinage, of which the stamp and de- 
vice is a debased copy of the medals of Alex- 
ander. Even in Scotland gold enough was 
found for the famed bonnet pieces; but we 
may doubt whether they were much more than 
an exhibition of national pride. The relative 
values of “a Scots” and a pound En- 
glish do not indicate Caledonian wealth in the 











most precious metal. Scotch gold, indeed, has 
always been like that which the alchemists 
produced, at about treble the cost of the na- 
tural commodity. ‘The Helmsdale diggings, 
in Sutherland, are perhaps occasionally turned 
over still, in an amateur kind of way. The 
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gold thus produced has rather an artificial 
¥alue, aslocal bric--brac, than any real stand: 
ing as a precious metal. It 1¢ sane witl 
the gold of the Border, for example; with 
the little fragments occasionally washed ont 
of the gravel of the Glencaber bun by the 
curious. The burn of Glencaber (the -glen of 
the pine-tree stump) runs into the Megeat on 
the left hand, about a mile above St. Mary's 
Loch. ‘The burn has little to distingufsh It 
from the eountless other streams, never hun- 
ted in for gold, that run down’ their green 
channels from (White Combe, and the other 
hills of that pastoral regio 
ever, is for most part 
stone, not common in the district. Pliny, 
with his belief in the ‘“medicinable virtues” 
of gold, would not have been surprised -to 
hear that the trout of that burn are good, 
Small as the stream is, so small that it is not 
ery easy to throw a fy into the litle pools, 
the fly, when it does fall, is generally salut 
‘ith a powerfl tug, and finally «very strong, 
short, gleaming trout is dragged to the bank. 
In all the neighbouring burns the fish ate of 
the usual lank aspect and langitid character. 
On the whole, there is more fun to be got with 
“Greenwell’s glory” in Glencaber than gold 
to be won with the old iron dishes that may 
still be found rusting where the last treasure- 
hunters threw them away. 


There is an interesting account of the 
London rook—the feathered biped—and its 
habits, These birds appear to have migrated 
to a great extent from London proper to 
thesuburbs, where there are more trees, but, 
by still nesting in London, they show the 
falsity of the theory generally held in the 
country, that if many of the young birds 
are not shot as soon xs they are able to fly, 
the rook will desert its nesting-place. 

‘The Pall Mull has a new hero, this time 
a dead one and a martyr, “Poor, dead 
Linnell ! killed by the police.” The martyr 
of Trafalgar Square, to whom two leaders 
are given, besides four pamngrapha sure 
rounded by a black border, man was 
thrown down by a charge of the mounted 
police while he was in Northumberland 
Avenue hooting the police. His thigh was 
broken in two places, and he was carried 
to Charing Cross Hospital, where he died 
after a few days. Everybody connected 
with the police and the Hospital is railed 
at; the former for obeying the orders of 
the “new despotism” at Scotland Yard, 
and the latter for trying to hush up the 
serious nature of Linnell’s injuries and for 
having concealed his approaching death 
from his relatives. The new Law and 
Liberty League—originated by the Pall 
Mall—took the matter up heartily, and the 
black-bordered card tells us that, they 
had determined to give Linnell a public 
funeral, te which all the Liberal mem. 
bers for the Metropolis were invited, and 
the Bishop of London “‘toread the Church 
Service over the body, and so to take # 
leading part, for the first time, in giving 
religious expression to the deep and intense 
sentiments of the masses of London.” 

Among a number of good articles “in the 
St. James's, the one on the French’ Pre- 
sidential election will attract earliest atten- 
tion, as it con n epitome of the char- 
acter of M. Sadi Carnot, as given by the 
Paris newspapers. This is it :— 

‘Most of the news-writers in Paris have done 
Shel best to tell us what kind of man the new 

resident is. They are pretty wel A 
fad from all acconota we ate’ to undeestend 
that, though M. Sadi Carnot is Republican to 
the bone and a child of the Revolution, yet he 
is a cautions and moderate man, who may be 
dest described as belonging to the Left Centre. 
His honesty no one questions ; and there is 
& great cry for honesty just now—as un- 


























doubtedly there is very great need of -it— 
amongst the most corrupt set of political 
coteries in Europe. He is not a brilliant man, 
we believe, but rather the reverse; which is 
so much the better. It may turn ‘out, how- 
ever, that he is not only a little dull. but 
ther weal which will not be for the better, 

‘or though France may count upon repose for 
afew months at any rate, it i certain that 
the factions will not remain quiet for very 
Jong, and a precedent for upsetting the pre. 
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ice’ has been 


sldential ‘chair ‘at u week's not 
thoroughly well established. However, we 
have yet to learn the stuff of which M. Sadi | 


Carnot is je, and in the meanwhile 
his election does undoubtedly give to France | 
jenly restored 


the enormous advantage of su 
tranquillity. 





@utports. 





CHI-NAN-FU. 


(FROM A CORRESPONDENT.) 

‘The Roman Catholics have had another 
riot, this time-in the district of Chit-ning. | 
Thus does one trouble arise after another. 
‘This matter, like the others, has been re- 
ted to the Taot‘ai here. If no redress 
seems to be given for all the riots that have 
occurred, the German Bishop is intending 
to yo to Peking to secure the aid of the 
French Minister, who still manages the 
affairs of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Some time since anonymous placards were 
put out in the city against the foreigners, 
and shortly after, the Judge, who is friendly 
to foreigners, issued a proclamation enjoin- 














ing peace. 

‘ihe affairs of the American missionaries 
have been those of excitement aud danger. 
On the 28th, the last day allotted to make 
an exchange, or claim possession of the 
particular piece of property, the cards of 
the Magistrate and two Deputies were sent 
to one of the missionaries, saying the money 
would be returned, and nothing more 
would be done about the property. A 
petition was then sent to the Tao-t‘ai, 
saying that as the morrow was the day for 
claiming the property, one of the mission- 
aries was going to the house in the evenin; 
to look after it, and therefore requested 
protection and help. Shortly after he 
arrived at ‘the house, a rabble 
gather, and pushing their way wit 
and twice ejected him from 
hitn, stoned him, trampled upon hi 
wh @ fell exhausted, stood aroun 
ing and reviling. This lasted for upwards of 
an hour, the mob consisting of some 200 or 
300, ‘Then tho constable appeared and 
helped tle foreigner away. 

in the meantime word had gone into 
the city by a man who climbed the city- 
wall. ‘One of the other foreigners at once 
went to the Taot‘ais Yamen, but gained no 
entrance’ or protection. Then he went to 
the Magistrate's Yamén, and likewise 
gained no interview. After much delay 
‘underlings were sent forth, but the official 
Himself did not go. About midnight the 
underlings returned, saying the people had 
dispersed, that the foreigner had not been 
‘beaten, and had gone fur the night to the 
‘west suburb to sleep. 

Tn the morning two of th 
went to the Tuot‘ai’s Yamén, insisting on an 
niterview that day. The Tuot'ai refused 
fixing ona time two days later. ‘The mis- 
sionaries said if no interview could be 
granted that day, the matter would be 
reported to Peking. The Taot‘ai did not 
date to see the foreigners without the pre- 
sence of the Prefect and Magistrate. Two 
Deputies came out aud talked to the for- 
eigners, they certainly having no scrupulous 
fears. The missionery who had been beaten 
and attacked gut a petition into the Taot‘ai 
on the matter. 

‘Word having been sent to the mission- 
‘aries that the time of interview would be 
as first-decided, they put their scruples in 
their pocket, and went to listen to the say- 
ings of. the Taot‘ai. They themselves 
observed for the most part one of silence, 
and threw the burden of the conversation on 
the Taot‘ai, His words were rambling, but 
onded he idea ‘We can suppress the 
people in case of a riut, but to suppress the 
gentry, it won't go down. Hence your 
tmoney is awaiting you at the Magistrate's 
Yamén.” This certainly is a strange method 
of dealing out justice, but for once in China 
































acknowledged by the officials that the 
‘opposition come from the gentry. 

Reference having been made to the 
official negligence to go and examine the 
injuries inflicted on the absent American, 
the Taot‘ai ordered the Magistrate and two 
Deputies bag Neo once and make an 
examination, this being a Chinese custom. 
‘This was done, the American appearing the 
invalid, and the officials trying to prove no 
riot and no injury. 

‘Thus being so thoroughly unsatisfac- 
tory, and the injuries unredressed, one 
of the Americans has gone to Peking 
to seo if any aid can be secured. 
‘The missionaries by depending on the 
sense of justice, by reference to law and 
right, and a due adherence to Chinese pre- 
judice and sentiment, have gained nothing. 
‘Authority from above would enable the 
Governor to settle the matters, while he 
hesitates now. 


4th Dec., 1887. 


(YHOM OUK OWN CORRESPONDENT. ) 

As the result of so much agitation of 
foreign affairs in different parts of this 
province of Shantung, the English mission 
ary, who was attacked at the city of Yen- 
chow fu, has received a certain amount of 
redress. The Taotai at the capital, to whom 
the matter was presented, has’ given an 
expression of regret at the injuries and 
insults received, and has offered to pay the 
expenses incurred by the missionary in 
his journey to Yen-chow fu and return. 
‘Tho missionary at once informed the official 
that the money could be turned over to 
charitable purposes for the relief of the 
poor. 

Word has come from the city of T‘ai-an 
fu, where two missionaries of the Church 
of England are located, that anonymous 
placards have been issued forbidding the 
people to rent or sell property or even sell 
provisions to the foreigners. “As this city is 
near to Yen-chow fu, it has been affected 
by the baneful influence of that place. 

‘The affairs of the American Presbyterian 
missionaries have had a short rest after 
the attack on one of their number. The 
different matters were referred to the 
American Minister at Peking, and through 
him to the Tsung-li Yamén. The reply 
has come that as no information has been 
received from the ofticials. of Chi-nan 
fu concerning the difficulties, instructions 
have been sent to the Governor to order 
the Taotai to examine clearly and decide 
satisfactorily. It now remains to be seen 
how satisfactorily. 

‘28th December. 








PEKING. 





(YROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ) 

The Seventh Prince is better; he seems 
to have been dru; almost to death by 
the numerous and officious charlatons of 
the great Medical College. In spite of 
their misdirected efforts, however, the 
illustrious patient is likely to pull through. 
He is at present living upon human milk, 
ginseng, and hartshorn. The Emperor 
visited him again on the 2nd. On the 21st 
the Emperor, as is the custom, repaired to 
the Temple of Heaven to perform the 
accustomed sacrifices at the winter solstice. 
‘This was preceded a few days by the usual 
executions. A beautiful carol sorvice was 
held in the chapel of the British tion 
on the evening of the 24th. “His Excellency 
Herr von Brandt gave » Christmas tree to 
the youngsters of Peking, to which the 
diplomatic body was invited, and a ball and 
magnificent supper in the Minister's well- 
known style, followed. The tree and tables 
were covered with all manner of presents, 
many of thein most beautiful and valuable. 
On the 25th Sir Robert Hart gave his Christ- 
mas dinner to those of his service. On Mon- 
day evening Sir John and Lady Walsham 
ig tho same for the British Legation, and 








on the same afternoon Lady Walsham had 
also a Christinas tree for children, On the 

» His Excellency the Japanese Minister 
received at his hospitable table the Prince 
and Ministers of the Tsungli Yaméu, and on 
Wednesday, Thursday aud Friday Mr. and 
Mrs, Shioda received at dinner the 
matic, the consular aud college bodies re- 
spectively. His Excellency the French 
Minister with Madame Lemaire received 
the Diplomatic Corps on Thursday at dinner. 
Besides these, various other dinner parties 
have taken place. Sir Robert Hart had 
the first ball of the season last week. ‘Two 
more with a Fancy Dress one are to follow 
during the winter. Baron von Kette'or has 
arrived from Tientsin and makes his pres- 
ence felt in our social gatherings. Tho 
December meeting of the Missionary 
Association took place the other evening, 
when Dr. Edkins read a paper, entitled 
the Literature of the Religious Sects in 
North China, - ; 

‘The weather here has been excellent on 
the opening of the year. The New Year 
was brought in by suine of the residente at 
the skating rink. Sir Robort Hart had @ 
magnificent New Year's Eve tree which 
‘was Inden with numerous and costly pre- 
sents for the ladies and children of Peking. 
The Literary and, Debating Society is to 
have a paper on the 9th by Mr, Pander, 








on Buddhism. Mr. Pander has a very large 
and valuable collection of Buddhist divin 
tie si 





‘The discussion on, the population of 
wig tu be resumed on the 10th at the 
January mecting of the Oriental Society, 
when it is hoped important information 
will be communicated und some approxi- 











ately correct conclusion arrived at. The: 
newly elected President, the Japanese 
Minister, who seems right place as 





head of an Oriental Society, will be 
re red, and will deliver an address. The 
‘Tsungli én Ministers paid their New 
Year calls on the various foreign tion 
the Russian of course excepted, on the 31 
‘They divided into three batches, and euch 
Legation was allowed an interview of half 
hour. ‘The scene in the Legation quar- 
ter was very animated, as some two dozen 
officials in all took part in the visit. A 
Dall is to be given at the Russian Legation 
on the evening of January 12th (Russian 
December 31: Mr. Reid, an American. 
missionary from Tsi hereat present 
urging the case of his mission with Colonel 
Denby, who has memorialised the Yamén 
‘on the subject of the vexations to which 
missionaries and Christians are. subjected 
at the. Provincial capital. Instructions 
have been sent to the authorities to en- 
quire into these matters, and if possible 
have them rectified. It is quite incorrect~ 
to say that the Tsungli Yamén has agreed 
id's claims for damages 
n property in the riots 
Dy your northern 
ny a view to 
t is at present 







































of lust summer, as 
contemporary. ba 
a settlement, is all 
contemplated. 

14th Jan, 











SOOCHOW. 
—._ 
(#noM A CORRESPONDENT.) 

‘The four months’ drought has seriously 
affected many departments of trade. For 
one or two months carpenters and masons 
have been idle, as it was impossible to 
transport building materials from one ] art 
of the city to another. 'The canals are very 
low, the wells are dry, and the difficulty of 
obtaining good water would in the hot 
weather produce a pestilence. Much of 
the wheat has not come up and vegetables 
are dear. The officials have closed the 
pork shops and it is said will prohibit the 
sale of fish and fowls, For days, before day- 
light, they repaired ‘to the Gity Temple to 
pray for raip. There were six tablets to 
the dragons of the five lakes and four seas, ~ 
which according to the Buddhists number 
millions, ta the gods of rain, wind, thunder, 
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lightning, &. On one side ten Buddhist 
priests chant in Sanscrit, and on the other 
ten Taoist priests chant in Chinese ; both 
the gods and the services being decidedly 
‘a mixed ‘character. As the gods of the 
jeep and the elements failed, the little 
maze image of the Goddess of Merey was 
rought from Kwang-foh. Yesterday the 
Governor, Provincial Treasurer, Criminal | 
Judge, Prefect, and three District Magis- 
trates(with incense in their hands)knelt out- 
side the West Gate when Kwanyin landed, 
amidst the explosion of rockets and the 
waving of flags, and, followed by her re- 
tinue of provincial magnates, was borne by 
eight coolies to the Imperial Gardens, 
where the same high Mandarins go twice a 
day to ask her to send fayouring showers. 
10th January. 














‘Tho Yokohama Marn brings newspapers 
from that port to the 10th instant. Tc ap- 
pears that two editors of the Koron Shimpo, 
and one of the Choya Shimbun are among 
the politicians recently expelled from Tokio. 
‘The expulsion of the 080 supposed agitators 
has catiged much grief in the capital. Many 
of them had been living on hope, and 
paying their way with notes of hand, which 

to be redeemed when the new dispen- 
1 commenced, and the lodging-house | 
keepers begged that their debtors might be 
allowed a little delay, but the police were 
inexorable. One of these dangerous rebels 
‘was boy of thirteen, Tho tea houses and 
restaurants are suffering sadly, ‘They have 
lost a Inrge numbers of their customers, 
and there is ‘‘a certain feeling of restraint 
in the air,” which prevents ofticials and 
private folks taking their ease in their inns 
until the clouds roll by. ‘The Mail exults 
over the wonderful performance of the 
Yurron torpedo-boat brought out with his 
fleet by Admiral Lang; omitting to mention 
the fact that she was towed all the rs 
Some of the victims of the political 
scare in Tokio are prodently leaving at 
once for Europe and the United States. 
The circulation of the Japanese newspaper 
published in San Francisco, called Neve | 
Japan, hus been prohibited throughout the 
empire. ‘The Mail suggests that those who 
criticise the recent action of the authorities 
re “slaves to the inveterate hostility enter- 
tained by vulgar minds towards everything 
that is above them,” or “ powerless to resist 
the temptation of doing evil for evil’s sake,” 
though it is possible that, they really do 
cherish the eentiments their practice belies, 
and really aro foes of the agitation the 
help to foment.” ‘The value of silk hand- 
kerchiefs imported into San Francisco from 
Japan in the seven months from April to 
Octobor was $296,350. ‘The Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha is in treaty for the steamer Terese, 
which lately arrived at Yokohama, Dr. 
yon Hollebon, the German Minister, left 
for home on the 8th instant. The Taiko 
Muru, belonging to the Taiko Steamship 
Company, was wrecked off Komatsu on the 
Bist ult.,-a considerable number of prasseng- 
ers being drowned. The Nichi Nicki Shim- 
bun stoutly opposes the policy of provid- 
ing Japan with a powerful navy, as au unne- 
cessary expense, as she could easily put 
a hundred and fifty thousand soldiers in 
Tine to defend their hearths and homes, in 
case of need. According to the Jiji Shimpo, 
certain members of the Senate are about to 
visit various districts to learn for themselves 
the actual condition of the people. The 
Yokohama 74th National Bank will declare 
a dividend of over ten per cent. for the 
st half year. A permanent exhibition of 
Japanese and foreign manufactures in to be 
opened at Tsukiji, Tokiv. A Cotton Spin- 
ning Company is’ being started at Waka- 
yaa, with a capital of 300,000 yen. The 
embers of the Kanagawa Local Assembly, 
having refused to pass & motion introduced 
on behalf of the Government, have been 
Giemissed to their homes, according to the 
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ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES. 


gene 
TEMPLE TO A MAGISTRATE IN SHANSI. 

December 14th.—(1) The gentry of Fen- 
hsi in Shansi request that they may be 
permitted to build a temple at which, every 
spring and autumn, sacrificial rites shall be 
performed officially in memory of a late 
magistrate of the district, Yi Chung-té, 
and his wife. The deceased officer was 
Magistrate of Fen-hsi at the time of the 
great famine. He fell sick from overwork 
in suecouring the people under his charge, 
and in 1878 committed suicide in despair at 
the desolation of the country and the 
miserable condition of the survivors. His 
wife, unwilling to survive him, followed his 
example. His memory is revered by the 

jople of Fen-hsi for the affectionate care 

e bestowed on them. He had previously 
abolished certain illegal fees, and, by hiring 
soldiers at his own expense, prevented the 
place from being pillaged by rubbers. ‘The 
application of the geutry is endorsed by the 
Governor of the province and sanetioned by 
the Emperor. 

FOREIGN COPPER FOR SUANST. 

(2) The Governor of Shansi refers to the 
permission previously given to him to pur- 
chase foreign instend of native copper for 
the manufacture of cash in his province. 
As he is now intending to cast some cash 
he has-sent officers to ‘Tientsin and Shang- 
hai to buy copper and lead in those places, 
and he requests that the metal may be 
allowed to pass all Customs and lekin sta 
tions without the payment uf duty.—Ap- 
proved 

CHARITABLE DONATIONS FOR CHIMLE, 

December 15th.—From a Memorial of 
Viceroy Li Hung-chang it appears that the 
following handsome subscriptions have been 
wade during the past year to the Chilli 
Relief of Distress Fund: ‘The Canton Pro- 
; Tis. 700 ; the Prefect of 
‘Tis. 500 ; Expectant Prefect Feng 
























































Kuan wn, twelve hundred wadded coats, 
valued at Tls. 1,200. ° Also, last year, Tis. 
15,000 were collected in Anhui fur the same 
purpose. 


~ sHnKS YOR PALACe. 

(3) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufactories at Nanking was instructed 
in the month of September last year to 
supply for use of the palace 150 rolis of one 
kind of satin, and 400 pieces, for making 
coats, of another d of satin. In Janu- 
ary last he was further directed to furnish 
for the personal use of the Ewperor 40 
pieces of embroidered, 100 pieces of 
coloured, 50 pieces of white, and 50 pieces 
‘clouded’ satin, and for the use of 
officials 150 pieces of satin and 200 pieces 
of silk. After making arrangewents with 
the Viceroy for the requisite funds, he had 
the raw silk purchased, reeled and dyed, 
and then handed it to the weavers. In 
the beginning of Octuber last the manu- 
facture was completed, and the articles 
were securely packed and despatched to 
Peking by the sea route. 

CHANGEX AT THE FORMOSA CUSTOM-HOUSES. 

(4) On the Ist of October last the 
Govemer of Formosa took over charge of 
the Custom houses at Tekow and Tamsui, 
which had formerly been under the supe- 
rintendence of the Tartar General at Foo- 
chow., According to the regulations in 
force, the Customs duties collected, inclu- 
ding the Wekin and duty on opium, will be 
retained in the island and employed to 
defray its naval and military expenditure, 

REFUND OF MONEY LOST AT KEL” 

(5) At the Governor's request, in the 
month of March, 1886, Yang Ch‘ung- 
ch‘iian, the officer in charge of the Kelung 
Coal Mines was cashiered for having allows 
himself, according to his own confession, to 
be robbed of Ts. 6,305, the property of the 



























Mainichi Shimbun, 


Government. As he has now made good in 


instalments the whole of the missing money, 
it is requested that he may be restored to 
his original rank expectant magistrate.— 
Granted by Rescript. 
SECOND VISIT OF EMPEROR TO PRINCE CHUN. 
December 16th.—(1) Ou the 17th instant, 
after the business of the day is transacted, 
the Emperor will visit Prince Ch‘un. He 
will leave the Palace and the Imperial oie 
by the Shen-wu and Hsi-an Gates, and wil 
return by the same route, 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF FOR MANCHURIA, 
(2) Ting-an, formerly Military Governor 
of Hei-luug Chiang, is appointed to the 
supreme military command of the three 
Manchurian Provinces. He will act in 
conjunction with the military governors, 
and all officers of lower rank are placed 
directly under his orders. 
MURDER OF A MAN AND HIS WIFE. 
December, 17th—In 1876 « man named 
Tung Nin and his brother Tung Hsiu, 
natives of Ch'ing Hsien in Chihli, became, 
ou consideration of a payment of tivo, the 
mortgages of a house containing ‘four 
rooms which belonged to their distant re- 
lative, Tung Yii-chén. A deed of mortgage 
having brawn up, Tung Niu entered upon 
possession of the two rooms un the west 
side, Tung Hsiu took the two on the east, 
and Tung Yii-chén went to live with his 
father-in-law. Last autumn the latter 
redeemed the half of the property occupied 
by Tung Hsiu, and on resuming posses- 
sion, asked Tung Niu for the title deeds 
that he might record thereon the reden 
tion of part of the mortgage, Tung Niu, 
however, wished to have a separate deed 
drawn up for his portion of the premises, and 
a dispute ensued which gave rise to high 
words on both sides aud ended in a perman- 
ent rupture. One evening early in the pre- 
sent year Tung Yii-chén and his wife were 
sitting at home talking over the matter and 
speculating on the result of Tung Niv's 
roguery in refusing to cancel the mortage. 
‘The husband said he had a mind to get 
together a few of his friends and give 
the fellow a thrashing that would do 
for him, but the wife suggested that 
it would be better to ome the title 
deeds wud dispossess him in that way. 
Tung Niu, who happened to be passing 
the window at the moment, overheard the: 
conversation, and determined to have his 
revenge by killing the man and his wife. 
According armed with a hoe, he prized 
open the door of the house and killed them 
both. The families though distautly re- 
lated, were nu longer connected by ties of 
mourning, and the ordinary law is, there- 
fore, applicable to the case, Under this 
the murderer has been sentenced to de- 
capitation, with exposure of the head, and 
half his property has been appropriated for 
the support of the mother a ti victim. 
STOPPAGE OF BREACH IN THE PEIHO. 
(2) The heavy floods from the hills during 
last summer caused an. immense increase 
in the volume of water in the upper reaches 
of the Peiho, and on the 8th of August a 
breach occurred below Pting Chia-tuan, by 
means of which the bulk of the stream was 
diverted into the Chien Kan River. T‘ung 
Chou and the four districts of San-ho, 
Hsiang-ho, Pav-ti, and Nivg-ho sutfered 
severely from the overflow et the remi 
ness of the Tavtai at T*ung-chow was visited 
with deprivation of rank. He and an 
ex t-prefect, Kuei Pén-hsien,. were 
held responsible for the repair of the 
breach, which, as it was 386 chang in 
length, was task of considerable mag- 
nitude and occupied nearly two months in 
execution. Every drop of the stream has 
now been restored to its old course and the 
Peiyuu River continues to receive, as before, 
the combined waters of the Ch'ao-pei and 
Wen-yii Rivers. The lands that were recent 
ly under water are now dry enough toreceive 
acrop of spring wheat, and-the river’ will 






























































present uo difficulties next year to the 
passage of the grain fleet: Hei Ch'ien- 
shén, the Taotai at T'ung Chou, has been 
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reinstated in his former position and the 
Prefect to whose assistence the work was 


much indebted for its success, has been | ing 


raised to the rank of an expectant Taotai. 
AS APPEAL CASE FROM HUNAN. 

December, 18th.—(1) The appellant is a 
widow and a native of the Hsiang-hsiang 
district in Hunan, where she was formerly 
proprietor of ‘a restaurant. Twentytive 
years ago she was implicated in a charge of 
having harboured a thief, and as she was 
unable to exercise proper control over her 
establishment, she was persuaded to dispose 
of the good-will of it to the police authori- 
ties. The latter, finding that the situation 
lent itself to becoming a refuge for bad 
characters, pulled down the house and sold 
the adjoining ground to a relative of the 
appellant’s husband. The woman took 
sivatege of this to make a demand for 
more money, and by the advice of some 
friends she was promised 42 tiao to keep 
her quiet. ‘The payment was made to her 
father, but he made a deduction for a debt 
his daughter owed him and appropriated 
the swall balance that remained. She 
entered « lawsuit to recover the money 
and as her representative in the case died 
in prison, she started for Peking and withthe 
help of # strolling fortune-teller, made out 
tatemeut of the wrongs she had suffered 
which she tried to present to the Emperor. 
She was handed over in the usual way to 
the Board of Punishments and was sentenc- 
ed to banishment and 100 blows of the 
Damboo for obstructing the Imperial pro- 
cession. ‘The practice in such cases is to 
order a fresh investigation in the provincial 
courts, and if no new evidence is adduced 
in support of the appeal, the sentence of 
the board is to be confirmed, This has been 
done in the present iustance, but as the 
appellant is over seventy years of age, 
she will in consideration of her sex 
allowed to commute the penalty. 

RETURN VOYAGE OF GRAIN FLEET. 

(2) The Director-General of the Grain 
‘Transport expressed a fear some months ago 
that owing to the diversion of the Yellew 
River the grains junks would meet h 
obstruction on their return journey and he 
was ordered to take steps to clear out 
course for them. The Shantung authori- 
ties lent their co-operation in the work and 
he now reports that the whole fleet has 
passed Ch‘ing-chiang Pu on its way south. 
GRAIN TRIBUTE FROM KIANGSU. REWARDS OF 

OFFICERS CHARGED WITH CONVEYANCE TO. 

(8) Two years ago the experiment was 
made of forwaring 50,000 piculs of the 

ain tax from Kiangsu by the Grand 

‘anal, and when its conveyance was satis- 
factorily completed, a number of officers 
were recommended for promotion as a re- 
ward for their services on the occasion. 
The Board, however, return the list to the 
Viceroy at’ Nanking’ with a request that it 
should be reduced and be supplemented by 
a record of the previous career of the ofti- 
cers whose names it contained. Tt was, at 
the same time, suggested that the scale of 
rewards allowed in the case of the Kiangpei 
transport service should be taken asa basis 
in compiling the new: list. In reply, the 
Viceroy points out that the conveyance of 
the Kiangsu rice by canal is an entirely 
new undertaking, and he fails to see the 
analogy of the case of Kiangpei where 
this means of transport hae been in force 
for many years Sapte, benever for 
sake of argument that the el applies, 
he cannot admit that the list turbo 
was in any way excessive, | Kiangpel sends 
yearly tribute of 120,000 piculs of rice, 
and for its conveyance thirty officers are 
entitled to receive rewards. Kiangsu, whose 
rice contribution is nearly half the above 
amount. has only claimed the right of 
recommending eleven officers, and as the 
list has since been reduced to ten, the 
Viceroy hopes that the Board will offer no 
further opposition to its aceeptance, 

NEPAULESE TRIBUTE MISSION. 

Decmeber, 19th —(1) The Viceroy of 

Becehuen states that he has duly com. 


























municated to Nepaulese tribute-bearing 
envoy, Rochi, the Imperial Decree authoriz- 
ing the mission to enter Peking. The 
mission, which started from Ch‘eng-tu on 
the Ist of October last, is travelling by way 
of Shensi, Shansi, Honan, and Chihli, and 
the authorities of these ‘provinces are to 
provide it with means of conveyance and a 
suitable escort as it passes through their 
several jurisdictions. 

APPLICATION FROM THE OTVERNOR OF HUNAN 

TO RETIRE FROM THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 

(2) Pien Pao-ti, the Governor of Hunan, 
renews his application for permission to 
vacate his post. On making a similar re- 
quest some time ago, he was granted a 
month's leave of absence to enable him to 
recruit his health, and he now reports that 
he has made no pi towards recovery. 
Hunan is noted for its absence of skilled 
physicians, and so far he has been unable 
to find one of even moderate repute. He 
is threatened with paralysis of the left leg, 
and fears that he may become disabled for 
life.—Rescript ; Let the Memorialist take 
an extension of two months’ leave ; heneed 
not vacate his post. 

(3) Li Hung-1, formerly Judge of Kiangsu, 
Dequeathed at’ his death a sum of Tis. 
10,000 for the support of his widow. The 
latter, who is now living with her mother 
at her native at place in Avhui, has been 
deeply affected by the Yeilow River dis- 
aster, and has placed « sum of Tis, 5,000 
at the disposal of the government for the 
relief of the sufferers. Though she ex- 
pressly desired that no notice should be 
taken of the act, the Governor of Kiangsu 
considers that such an instance of com- 
mendable benevolence should receive due 











ublicity, and in reporting it to the Throne, 
Bo asks thet perminion tay be given for 
the erection of an honorary portal to the 
memory of the donor. 

REMITTANCE OF GINSENG MONEY. 

(4) The Viceroy of Szechuen reports that 
asum of Tis. 2,479.1, being a contribution 
from the K‘ueichow Customs station for 
the purchase of ginseng for the ninth year 
of Kuang Hii, has been lodged i 

rovincial treasury, and will be remitted tu 
eking as soon as convenient opportunity 
offers. 
YELLOW RIVER, DISPUTE AS TO LOCALITY OF 
A BREACH. 

Decomber 25th.—(1) Last_ summer the 
Governor of Shantung was informed by his 
officers that on the 17th July a breach had 
occurred in the north bank of the Yellow 
River within the jurisdiction of K‘ai Chou, 
a town in the Province of Chihli. After he 
had reported the fact to the Throne, 
Viceroy Li wrote to him that the Chibli 
officials persisted in declaring the breach 
was not in Chihli, but in the Memorialist’s 
own province of Shantung. A mixed com- 
mission of officers pelonging to the two 
provinces was therefore despatched to the 
place for the purpose of determining the 
point. After careful inspection they, re- 
ported that the boundary line ran right 
into the main gap in the banks, but 
they could not decide on which side of it 
the earth had originally given way. It 
appeared, however, that P'u Chou in 
Shautung, being lower down stream, the 
embankment had been gradually washed 
away afterwards for a longer distance in 
that jurisdiction than it had in Chihli, 
which was higher up stream. Also, when 
the flood took place, the suburbs «f the 
townof P‘u Chou were inundated, which had 
occupied the attention of me local sub- 

fect_and prevented hiin“from strength- 
= the booken wall at the edge of the 
breach, so as to keep the gap from extend- 
ing. For this neglect the Memorialist pro- 
és to deprive the sub-prefect of his 


























wutton. ‘The embankment in question is |‘) 





not one of which the government takes 
charge ; but as the repairs to it will tax the 
resources of the people in the locality too 
severely, he desires to contribute to the 
expense from the public fund.—Approved 
by Rescript, 








YELLOW RIVER, HEIGHT OF THE WATER LN 
‘THE HUNG-TSE LAKE. 

(2) The Director-General of the Grain 
‘Transport reports that between the 24th 
October and the 24th November the water 
in the Hung-tsé Lake rose 2ft. 7in. At the 
latter date the water stood at 8ft. Zin. above 
the mark, being Tin. higher than it was 
during the sumer floods this year, and 1ft. 
2in, higher than during those of last year. 
IMPERIAL FACTORY. PRICES INSUFFICIENS, 

December . 26th.—The Superintendent 
of the Imperial Manufacturies at Hangchow 
complains of the insufficiency of the prices 
at which he is allowed to purchase dyes, 
such as safflower, indigo, etc., for colouring 
silk manufactured by his establishment for 
the use of the palace. ‘The same is the case 
with the gold used for making thread for 
embroidery, which has very much risen in 
cost of late years. He is afraid that if he 
is only allowed to offer such a low price as 
that fixed by the regulations, the gold will 
certainly be adulterated.—His memorial is, 
referred by Rescript to the Board of 
Revenue. 

UNHEALTHINESS OF CHEN-AN IN KUANGSI. 

(2) The late Prefect of Chen-an Fu in 
Western Kuangsi_ hay died et his post, 
the Governor of the Province proposes the 
nawe of another officer for the vacant ap- 
pointment. He at the same time charac- 
terises the district as unhealthy and 
malarious. 

POSTHUMOUS HONOURS 10 MU-T'U-SHAN, 

December 27th.--(1) The Inte Mu-t'u- 
shan, formerly Tartar General at Foochow, 
commenced his wilitary career in the reign 
of the Emperor Hsien Feng. He fought 
victoriously in the provinces of Honan, 
Chihli, Shantung, Shavsi, Hupei, and Ans 
hui, and discha important milita 
civil duties in Shensi, Kansu, and Fukien. 
He was finally entrusted with the task of 
organising the army in the three provinces 
of Manchuria. It is ordered that @ record 
of his exploits be furnished to the State 
Historian's Office, and permission is given 
to build temples in his honour in all the 
provinces where he distinguished himself 
and in Hai-lung-chiang as well. 

RETIREMENT OP 1 PYEI-SHEN, 

(2) I Prei-shen, Provincial Treasurer of 
Kiangsu, is permitted to retire on the 
ground of ill health. 

CHARITABLE DONATIONS OF LI WEN-MIY, 

(3) A retired official named Li Wen-min, 
formerly Governor of Kiangsi and an inha- 
bitant of Hsi-hsiang in Shensi, in addition 
to a gift of ‘Pls. 1,00 made by his father, 
has purchased land to the value of Tis. 
14,100, from the, rent of which an alm 
house will be maintained for the use of his 
poor kinsmen, and funds be provided for 
their funerals and weddings, He also at a 
previous period, gave Tls. 2,000 for the 
support of scholars in the college of Han 
chung Fu, and Tis. 2,000 to furnish means 
for poor students to yo to the examinations 
at the provincial capital. He also present: 
ed to the cullege 6,906 volumes costing 
Tis. 810. Li Wen-min being an official of 
high rank, the Governor of the Provinces 
asks that some mark of distinction may be 
conferred on him, instead of the reward® 
generally bestowed upon private persons 
who have given large sums for charitable 
purposes.—Referred to the Board. 

REPAIRS TO THE ‘¢CHEN-MAI.” 

(4) The Viceroy Li Hung-chang, in ac- 
cordance with directions received from the 
Board of Works, gives a detailed statement 
of the repairs recently executed upon the 
ship of war Chen-hai in the Government 
Dock at Taku. ‘The expenditure incurred 
m it was Tis. 5,493 for materials, and 
. 966 for labour. 

CURIOUS INCIDENT IN A FLOOD IN SHENSI. 

(6) The Governor of Shensi states that 
the Yii-hsi River, which runs past the city 
of Yi Fu, receives the waters from the 
Ch'in River as well as several streams in 
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the valleys of Mongolia. During the sum- 
mer rains it is sometimes subject to dis- 
astrous floods covering the fields in the 
neighbourhood with sand and stones. On 
the 6th of August last a thunderstorm 
occurred, followed the next morning 
between’ 7 and 8 o'clock bya tremendous 
fall of rain, The guards in charge of 
the river came in to report that the 
river was bringing down black lumps of 
something, of various sizes. Some of the 
ieces were ten feet long and looked like 
Finck loge, ‘The ‘Taotai and. Brigadier 
hastened to the river side. ‘There they 
beheld an extraordinary sight, The river's 
surface was covered with black objects 
which were plunging and dancing among 
the waves. ‘The middle of the stream was 
led aloft, and, strange to say, the water 
Bown atroam was higher than it was above. 
The planks: of the bridges were carried 
away Without its being possible to rescue 
them. Next day the ground from which 
the water had retired was found to be 
strewn with black lumps. ‘The people of the 
place said they were called sand coal (due 
Hun), and were brought down, when ex- 
traordinary floods occurred, “from the 
*Seven Hills” Lake in the Mngol country; 
but that the phenomenon was seen only 
once in a great many years. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

(1) Huang P‘eng-nien is appointed Pro- 
vinciel Treasurer for Kiaugsu, and Wen-lin 
is appointed Superintendent of the Imperial 
‘Mnufactories at Soochow in place of Feng- 
tseng, who was censured in a Memorial 
which appeared in the Gazette of a few days 
ago. 











REWAKDS FOR SAVING LIFE AT SEA. 
(2) Tt appears that some time ago 
amended regulations were issued by the 
Toungli Yamén with regard to the saving 
of life at sea by the officers or crews of the 
steam vessels belonging to the Government. 
If such ofticers or men should at the risk 
of their own lives resoue as many as thirty 
persons who were in imminent peril from 
the loss or stranding vf their vessel, no 
matter whether the vessel be Chinese or 
foreign-owned, it was permitted that they 
should be recommended to the Throne for 
the rewards granted in cases of exception- 
ally meritorious performance of duty. 
But the number of names which might be 
sent in on any one occasion must always be 
Timited to two or thrwe. Tt has now boen 
reported to the Viceroy at Nanking that 
on ditforent occasions during the past and 
prerent, year the captain and crew of 
the Ts'e-hai have resctied as many as fifty- 
four persons who were on the very point 
of perishing. For the energy and courage 
they have thus displayed i 
theniselves to the viulence 
‘waves, they have in the Viceroy’s opinion 
fully earned the promised reward. He 
therefore presents a list of the names 
which he recommends..—Referred to the 
Tsungli Yamén for a report on the case. 


PRAYERS FOK SNOW. 

December 29th.—(L) No suow having 
fallen in the neighbourhood of Peking this 
‘winter, it is armounced that on the 2nd of 
Jonuaty, the Emperor will repair to the 
Tempie ‘known as the Ta-kao-tien and 
there offer incense. 

ALLEGED PECULATION IN THE IMPERIAL 

HOUSEHOLD. 

(2) A Censor represents that, according 
to information which has reached hiu, 
great dishonesty is practised by the oficers 
how in charge of the wood and charcoal 
departments in the luperial Household. 
‘These ceperinents purchase firewood at 
the mte of Tls. 3 per thousand catties, with 
an addition of 10 per cent. for waste, and 
charcoal at Tls. 7 per thousand catties with 
‘an addition of 20 per cent., the total expen- 
ture under these heads auiounting to more 
‘that Tis. 100,000 per anmum. The present 
chief clerks are said to cheat both the 
government and the tradesmen, and to 















appropriate the greater part of the wages 
the one hundred and twenty servants ein- 
ployed in their departments. The amount 
which they have amassed may be judged 
fron the smartness of their dress and 
uipages.—The Imperial Decree in reply 
ta tite Memorial was published previously 
Init the Censor was rebuked with much. 
severity for paying attention two trifing 
matters which it was not his duty ot 
scrutinise. 
TURKESTAN. FAILURE IN HARVESTS. 
(8) The Governor of Chinese Turkestan 
has been informed by the Sub-Prefect of 
Chensi, or Barkoul, that the crops have 
failed this year in certain parts of his dis- 
trict. ‘The summer was favourable ; but in 
the beginning of autumn trouble was caused 
by rats, then heavy snow fell on the 26th 
August, after which severe frosts occurred. 
‘The Magistrate at Sui-lai, or Manas, re- 
rts a somewhat similar state of atfairs in 
is neighbourhood. On the 27th, 28th, 
and 29h August there were hard’ frosts, 
which covered the ground with white, as 
though snow had fallen. The earlier crops 
were somewhat damaged, and the later 
ones did not bear grain at ull. The Memo- 
rialist mentions the lateness of the harvest 
in Tuskestan, where it is more backward 
than in Kausi, while Kansu is behind the 
rest of China ;'so that the ordinary rules as 
to what constitutes a failure of erop cannot 
be ime to apply in the said region. | He 
hasaffording relief in particular cases where 
it is specially required ; and he has ap- 
pointed a commission to inspect the dis- 
tricts affected and ascertain whether it be 
necessary to postpone the collection of the 
land tax, or even to rewit it altogether.— 
Approved by Reseript. 
MURDER OP A CREDITOR IN TURKESTAN. 
(4) The Governor of Chinese Turkestan 
reports the conviction of a man for pre- 
meditated homicide in the district of Hami. 
The murderer was a Turkish Mohammedan 
1d Yusuf, and his victim » Chinese 
Mao Sung-lin. There was some 
time ago a lawsuit between the two men 
concerning a debt, which Yussuf was con- 
denmed to pay. He was at the time ordered 
by the court not to have any further dealings 
with MaoSung-lin, but being in straitened 
circumstances he again brought three taels 
worth of goods froin hint on credit. One 
day last winter Mao Sung-lin mounted 
donkey and rode to Yussuf's house to ask 
for payment of this later debt. Yussuf's 
wife was away frome home, so he himself 
cooked some food and entertained his visitor. 
When Mao Sung-lin demanded the money, 
Yusuf, who had none, wished instead to 
give some sheep, which’ he valued at eighty 
tael cents a piece, Mao Sung-lin would 
only offer thirty cents for them. His 
debtor implored him to give more, but 
he replied with curses and threats of 
going to law again. Soon after he went 
to bed for the night ; and Yussuf, who 
was at once enraged with him for his 
harshness, and frightened at the prospect 
of being summoned, determined to put 
him to death while he slept. Taking a 
hair rope, he tied a slip-knot in it, placed 
it quietly round the unconscious man's 
throat, and pulled it with all his might, 
placing ‘his feet on the knot, and then 
standing on the man’s shoulders in order 
that he might drag the harder. ‘The victim 
was soon dead, and at dawn Yussuf put 
his body on the donkey and took it away 
into the hills, where he buried it. He at 
the same time killed and concesled the 
donkey, witich he feared might betray him. 
The affair however came to light, and the 
Mohammedan Prince of Hati, Sha-mu-hu- 
so-t2, after @ preliminary enquiry, handed 
the murderer to the local authorities. The 
Memorialist has now condenmed Yussuf to 
be branded on the face and decapitated 
after imprisonment, such being the penalty 
awarded by law for his offence. 














































_ December 30th.—No documents of 
interest, 
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MUNICIPAL COUNCIL: 

At the Meeting of the Council held in the 
Board Room, No. 23, Kiangse Road, Shang- 
hai, on Monday, the 9th January, 1888, 
at 4 o'clock p.m. 

Present ;—Messrs. A. G. Wood (Chair 
man), M. Adler, Th. Bieber, F. D. Bush, 
D. A’ Darling, H. H. Joseph, R, de Mal 
herbe, and the Secretary. : 

‘The Mivuites of the last meeting are'réad, 
confirmed, signed by the Chairman, and 
passed for publication, 

Cash Statement for the past week is ‘sub- 
mitted and cheques for sundry accounts 
are signed. 

Cattle in Nutice Duivies,—The following 
report is ordered to be published : — 


Bervns 
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Remarks, 





weht 
iifialoes gone ba-me'to conntry, 





Bal wow Tet to Tew 





Lowality of Dairy 






‘ie cattle kept on the aon 
‘the pant wou aud fond th 
Teo Catcion, exoet tliome met 
staok iu tie snargia wisich were wd to the grease eliop, 


Fons Howes, 
Tarp. af Masel, 
Fire Department.—The following letter 
is submitted :— 
Shanghai, Sth January, 1888, 
Sin,—As Agents for Mr. Thomas Hanbur 
we have the pleasure to hand you, encloved, 
.compradore order in favour of the Municipal 
Council for Tis. 100. ‘This is intended as a 
donation See oe Hanbury towards the 
expenses of the Shanghai Fire Brigade. 
Kindly acknowledge renal to us anc 
thatthe money is 0 applied, 
We are, Si > 
Your obedient servants, 


Ives0s & Co, 
ToR. F. Tuonscnx, Bay,“ © O 
Secretary Municipal Couneil, 
‘Shanghai, 

Decided to write to Messrs. Iveson & Co. 
requesting them to convey to Mr. Hanbury 
the thanks of the Council for his liberal 
donation, : 

_ Voluuteers.—Letter from Major Morrison, 
is submitted enclosing a letter from Lieut, 
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Dunn, Shanghai Light Hore, tendering the 

s xt mf hie ‘Commission =: he will 
‘sl leaving Shanghai. 

Deed tester the eacmeatien and to 





thank Lieut, Dunn for his services. 
‘The Meeting then adjourned. 





THE MIH-HO-LOONG RIFLES. 

‘The annual meeting of the Mih-Ho-Loong 
Rifles was: held on Wednesday evening 
jm the Municipal Council, Board Room, 
Kiangse Road, Capt. C. J. Dudgeon in the 

wit, 

‘The Hon, Sccretary (Mr. Horace Har- 
wood), having read the minutes of the 
lust meeting, which were confirmed, 

Captain Duporon said that there was 
not much to say about the working of the 
corps during the past season. ‘Things had 
gone on very smoothly, the training had 
gone over fairly well, and was fairly well 
attended, and the Company had a fair 
number of-proficients. Whey promised to 
have as large a Company this season as 
last, and he hoped they would come up to 
their full strength of 67 members. About 
getting new recruits, he would ask the 
members to get them as quickly they 
could, as it was very desirable that they 
should get through their preliminary drill at 
once and be able to turn out in Squad 
drill in March, He was glad to say they 
were able to have afternoon drill this season, 
as there were a good many men who did 
not care to attend the night drill, so late 
as 9 o'clock, The monthly firing had not 
been as successful as might have been 
expected, and there was no attendance for 
B class, which under the new programme 
would be, in consequence, done away with 
altogether. He did not think there was 
anything else to say, and they would next 

roceed with the business of the meeting. 

he first thing was to receive the accounts: 
for 1887, and before he put them to the 
meeting for adoption, if there was anything 
to say, he would be very glad to hear it. 

No one had any remark to offer on the 
accounts were as follow 














‘No, 1 Mili-ho-toong itles in Account with the 
Honorary Secretary, 
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the election, they would proceed with the 
appointment of a Committee to co-operate 
with the Hook and Ladder Company in 
making. the preparations for the annual 
ball, if it was the opinion of the meeting 
that they should do so. 

‘Some additional members however enter- 
ing the room just then, the election of a 
lieutenant was proceeded with. 

Mr. F. Hucarixe said he would like, 
very much, to see Mr. C. Dowdall elected 
to the vacancy. 

‘Mr. Dowpats said that if he was pro- 
posed, he would be under the necessity of 
first making a speech and than retiring 
from the election laughter.) 

ir. Dexcan Grass proposed that Mr. 
Dowdall be elected.” 

Mr. S. Surru thought there was no use 
in electing Mr. Dowdall, if he was unwilling, 
and he suggested the election of some one 
else. 

‘Mr. Dowpaut declined the honour, on 
the ground that it would stop promotion 
amongst the other mewbersof theCompany, 
which was against the spirit of the rules, and 
Wesides, he preferred to see new men every 
now and then selected for offices. 

After some further discussion Sergeant 
Sharp was unanimously elected to” the 
vacant post. 

Lieutenant W. D. Lrrrie proj 


Mr. 
C. Dowdall for ‘the vacancy of sergeant, 
created by the promotion of Lieut. Sharp. 





Mr. Duncan Grass, who seconded the 
motion, said Mr, Dowdall out of his limited 
holiday at home, had spent several months 
in a barrack learning his drill and other- 
himself for work in the Shang- 

olunteers. 

‘Mr. DowpatLagain expressed his dissent, 
and asked was it proposed to promote him 
over the heads of any other members of 
the Company ? 

‘Captain Dupceon read the list of ser- 
gee of the Company, Huchting, King, 

larwood and Hall. 

Mr. Hvcutixe begged to withdraw his 
name for similar reasuns to those of Mr. 
Dowdall. 

‘Mr. F. P. Carrenatt proposed Mr. J. 
Hall and Capt. Dudgeon seconded the pro- 
position. 

Mr. Downils wopord Corporal King, 
and begged to withdraw his own name. Mr, 
Levy seconded. 

Caj t. Duvczo said it would to be the 
interest of the Company for Mr. Dowdall 
to allow hie name to stand; and the result 
of the ballot was that Mr. Dowdall was 
declared elected. 

Mr. Hucutine called the attention of 
the Chairman to the fact that the resolu- 
tion to give the ball had not been passed. 

The Cuamotax proposed and Mr. Purdon 





Suse | seconded ‘That the Company Co-operate 





ith the Hook and Ladder Company in 
giving a ball,” the motion being carried 
nem. € 

The election of a Committee of three 
from the Company to serve with the three 
officers Capt. Dudgeon, Lieuts. Little and 
sharp, as a Ball Committee resulted in 


285 | Messrs. R. M. Campbell, C. Dowdall, and 


S. Smith being unanimously elected, and 


i248 | the proceedings terminated. 
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Mr. G, R. Wixonove | and Mr. 
Stewart Smith second adoption of 
the socom which was carried unani- 
mously. 

Captain Dupczox said that the next 
dusiness was the election of » lieutenant 
(in placeof Mr. Cory, resigned), but as there 
‘was not the necessary quorum present for 


v-| fully. 


SHANGHAI CHORAL SOCIETY. 
‘The long-deferred concert of this Society 
took place on Saturday evening at the 
‘Temperance Hall before a large and appre- 
ciative audience, and went off very success- 
Much taste and Judgment ‘were dise 

played in the selection of the programme, 
‘which was so arranged that, while sufficient 


opportunity was given for the effective dis- 
of the talents of the members of the 
and :. 








they were by no means exhausted, 

re. Was suficient variety to secure 
the attention of even the lukewarm lover 
of music. The Committee of the Society, 


xp. | with it. Mr. Wedemeyer 


in determining on the Temperance Hall as 
the locality for their performance, had 
exactly gauged their probable audience, for 
it was comfortably full, without being over- 
crowded. With commendable punctuality 
the performing members of the Society ap- 
on the stage, not in such over- 

whelming numbers as we hope to see on 
future occasions, but in fully sufficient 
strength for the hall, and fairly well 
Dalanced, the altos and basses not bei 
so numerous as to drown the sopranos ani 
tenors, as they did at the last Art Society's 
Conversaziore. In fact the presence of one 
or two more altos could well have been 
tolerated. The concert was with a 
Pianoforte Duet, the Allegro from Mozart's 
Sonata in C., Op., 15, played by Messrs, 
Beattie and Vinay. As Mozart's centen- 
ary—or rather the centenary of his Don 
Giocanni—has just been celebrated at home, 
this was_an appropriate selestion; and it 
is so full of melody, that it was ‘a 
selection on its own merits. It is neediess 
to say that it was admirably played by the 
two executants. The second number was 
the pitce de résistance of the concert, Niels 
Gade's Cantata, The Erl King’s Daughter, 
with Solos for Soprano and Baritone. Miss 
White, who sang the Soprano part, has a 
powerful voice, well cultivated, and though 
she had taken'the réle at somewhat. short 
jotice, she shewed a thorough acquaintance 
did full justice 
to the baritone réle, while the chorus sang 
in excellent tune and time, and with a1 
ensemble that proved how well they bad 
been drilled by M. Vela, and what con- 
scientious study they had given to the 
music. Stevens’ ever popular glee, “From 
Oberon in Fairy Land,” followed and 
was excellently sustained. In Gastaldon’s 
“Povero Capinero,” Miss Machado had 
full opportunity for the display of her 
strong soprano voice, which had been 
doing its duty well in the previous choruses; 
and her solo was so well liked, that the 
audience insisted on an encore, a demand 
to which she complied by singing Denza’s 

ji tu m’aimais,” which was also heard 
with much pleasure. In this number M. 
Vela accompanied the singer, M. Vinay 
being the able and indefatigable accom: 
panyist of all the concerted music. Tho 
first part was closed with Abt’s Country 
Fair Waltz Song, very bright and sparkling 
piece, given with great animation by the 
whole chorus. 

‘The interval between the two parts was 
commendably brief, and the second part 
was well opened with Smart’s admirable 

dee, “Good night, thou glorious sun.” 

‘he light and shade in this were ver 
marked, and we again congratulate M. 
‘Vela on the success achieved." Tt was well 
worthy of repetition. Mr. Ghisi hardly 
id justice, owing perhaps to nervousness, 
to his fine tenor voice in Ruttoli’s “Cara 
Biondina,” which followed. This.was fol- 
lowed by another gle, Bishop's ‘ When 
wearied wretches sink to sleep,” and the 
way in which the sopranos brought out the 
“wretches,” as if they were determined 
that their opinion should be known of 
those of the audience, if there were any 
such barbarians present, who had suc- 
cumbed to sleep instead of listening, was 
very amusing. The bonne bouche of the 
programme, Gounod’s Gallia, was kept 
to the last, and in this Madame Vel 
had kindly’ consented to assist the So- 
ciety by singing the Solo part. It is a 
superb composition, and was excellently 
































sung, and we hope that it will be possible 
to hear it again before long, for both words 
and music deserve to be. better known. 


The whole concert was and it was of- 
a thoroughly reasonable length, and both 
committee and members deserve to be 
heartily congratulated on it. The success 
achieved ought to stimulate the Society to 
fresh efforts, and to considerably increase 





the roll of effective members. 
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SATURDAY’S PAPER HUNT. 

‘The start was from the back of Mr. 
Seaman's house, by over reaching which 
intending riders in the Hunt had an oppor- 
tunity in several places of looking at the 
ominously rising tide. The scent lay over 
a few of the jumps on the Bubbling Well 
line, then bore away to the left and over 
“Brownies,” this cannot now be called a 
jump, its sloping sides being only balking 
to the ponies and not an incentive to 
jumping. The line of paper thence lay in 
the direction of the “Dig grave,” and on 
to “ Blydenburgh's turn,” and a sample of 
it way found over the Bridge and for some 
distance along the footpath, by whom laid 
there is no evidence to show. After some 
time had been spent in the neighbourhood of 
the Handicap Lagoon a recall was sounded 
and paper shortly afterwards found near the 
Shanghai side of the “Turn” and over the 
wooden bridge and on to Fah Wah, where 
the hunt was again for some time at fault. 
After a delay of several nuinutes the line of 
acarlet was again sighted le towards 
**Jessfield,” the false line being chosen to 
the Tidal Greek ; leaving that on the right 
a few of the jumps alongside the Island 
were taken in, and almost immediately 
afterwards the riders were also “taken in” 
by the then swimmable Creck ; this exer- 
cise may be refreshing to the tired ponies, 
but is not to the riders. The “Little 
round” was given next and then came the 
final half mile to a dry cut at the back 
of ** Alpha Farm,” and that was about the 
worst part of the run perhaps. as the natives 
in the wonderfully short space of time after 
the rain of Friday had turned up a quan- 
tity of the ground, making the fur- 
rows well defined and’ the surface delight- 
fully soft, but not easy to gallop over for a 
lot of tired ponies. 

Mr. Meyerink to all appearance had the 
race all his own way, but was misled by the 
innumerable flags " strewed about, and 
went the wrong side of the graves, as did 
several others ; Mr. Renny rarely errs and 
for the second time this soason was the 
winmer on Fitelah : Dr. Ward Hall second 
on Pilgrim, Mr. Hart Buck on Juno third, 
Mr. Shaw (heavy weight) fourth, followed 
by Mossrs. Porrott, Walker, Arbuthnot, 
&e., &e, 

The turn-out of riders was a respectable 
one—thirty-five including a visitor toShang- 
hai, who ‘decidedly grasped the subject, 
being constantly amongst the leaders ; but 
at the finish pace tells terribly and ponies 
only moderately endowed in this respect 
are out of it. 

Mr. Cushny was the Fox, aided by the 
Master; the paper it is presumed was 
pitched out by the boys, and badly done 
too, especially towards the finish, where 


























thoro ought never to be any difiiculty. 





Correspondence, 





REUTER'S TELEGRAMS. 
Our readers will remember that from 
three to four months ago Reuter’s tele- 
rains to Singapore, China’and Japan were 
ull of the most curious and varied blunders 


and differences. We had no sooner found 
that the messages we printed ditfered from 
those published by the Hongkong press 
thon the Japanese papers furnished us with 
another version, to be in many instances 
followed by a fourth in the Singapore news- 
papers. It was manifestly impossible that 
‘one genius could have produced all this 
confusion, though some people considered 
it probable that there was really one 
arch blunderer somewhere and that he 
had imitators who were not wholly 
unsuccessful. Matters at the time we 
allude to got so bad that we felt ourselves 
obliged to address Reuter’s Company in 
London, and with our letter we sent cutting’s 
frou: our own columns and from those of our 








same news appeared in diverse forms, some 
of them ridiculous and all of them defective. 
We pointed out that if these mistakes con- 
tinued we should be obliged to consider 
whether it would be worth while for us to 
continue the service. 

The reply of the Company, which we 
give below, leads us to hope that more care 
will be taken in forwarding messages to us 
and in interpreting the messages at the 
other places ex runte to this. 

Te will be noticed how much we in China 
are at a disadvantage compared with people 
in Singapore and India, in consequence of 
the high tariff which the Eastern Extension 
Telegraph Co. charges beyond the Straits. 
‘This is another reason why the Convention 
of last year was rightly” opposed by the 
mercantile community. — If China joins the 
International ‘Telegraph Convention all 
rates on messages for places beyond Singa- 

ore would be reduced. Meanwhile, the 
Eastern Extension Co. does itself harm in 
the estimation of the public by their illi- 
deral ut placing China—at least as re- 
gard messages —on the same footing 
as to rates as if this country were a mem- 
ber of the International Telegraph Conven- 
tion, The public here would much prefer 
that Reuters’ would renew their efforts to 
have the rate to China reduced, and should 
succeed therein, to getting a “restricted” 
service. 














Router's Telegram Company Limited, 
24, Old Jewry, London, 
Bnd December 





a Daily News, Shanghai. 

Fe bey tu acknowledge re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 29th October and 
to thank you for pointing out the short- 
comings in our service which have caused 
us the greatest mortification and can assure 
you that we are earnestly desirous of giving 
Satisfaction to our subscribers in China, 
We hai in_giving such in 
structions as we hope will, when carried 
out, effectually prevent a repetition of the 
defects of which you complain. 

We readily concur in your remarks on 
the present state of the service as shown by 
the cuttings joined to your letter but must 
ask you kindly to excuse us from saying 
more on the present occasion as we are in 
doubt whether the shorteomings are due to 
faulty editing on the part of our agents or 

phic mutilations, which latter we 
are persuaded hare much to: answer for in 
the systematic distortion of our intelligence. 

You adduce as comparison the service 

fe to Singapore but it should be borne 
mind in the first place that the Straits 
subscriptions are Inrgely in excess of your 
own, and in the next that as far as Singa- 
pore there is a press rate in force which 
enables us send eunsiderably large 
quantity of news for less money. We 
made strenuous efforts to induce the eable 
companies to extend this facility to Hong- 
kong and Shanghai in the interests of our 
subscribers: in those two places but regret 
to say that our exertions have not been 
attended with success. We are therefore 
compelled to send at full rates and to main- 
tain the service at its present proportions. 
Tn order to make anything of a service for 
China our Singapore agent is compelled to 
effect such condensation as to demand con- 
siderable care on the part of ur editors in 
China, and when as often appears to be the 
case mutilations occur in transmission the 
matter sent tends to become unintelligible. 
To meet this ditticulty we have written to- 
day to our Singapore agent to send on 
news more clearly in future even at the 
risk of curtailling some of the items form- 
erly embodied in the service. We venture 
to think that you will greatly prefer to have 
a service good though restricted than a 
more pretentious one with apparently un- 
avoidable mistakes. For the moment we 
must ‘ou to kindly allow us to go 
thoroughly into the matter in order to 


To the 
North-Chi 





























































contemporaries elsewhere, showing how the 


effect the desired improvements, And we 





in to express our rogret at the 
eeettory state of the service at the 


present time. 
Yours truly, 


Hennerr ve Revrer. 





THE YELLOW RIVER. 
To the Editor of the 
Norra-Carsa Dairy News. 

‘Sim,—Recent letters that have appeared 
in your columns about the Yellow River 
floods have been for the most part appeals 
for assistance to carry out works of charity, 
rather than a description of the floods, or 
of the river itself, or the causes that led 
to the dreadful calamity. As one who has 
lately visited the Yellow River, perhaps 
a few lines bearing on these latter points 
way not be altogether uninteresting. 

+ month there was not any connec- 
tion between the Yellow River snd the 
sea, the lower portion of the river being 
dry, and the whole volume of water, instea 
of passing through Shantung and dis- 
charging itself into the Gulf of Pechili, was 

uring into and covering the low lands of 

fonan, where it had already formed a lake 
having’ a superficial area of that of Lake 
Ontario. At the the same time thousands 
of square miles in Shantung were drained ; 
and the poor settlers there, whose districts 
had been under water for years, were able 
to cultivate their land, 

‘The people in Shantung seemed to know 
but little about the floods in Honan; they 
were rejoicing that the river had left them. 
Poor folks, they had suffered much. One 
farmer said he had not taken a crop off his 
land for five years, and that the water had 
Deen drained away from Shantung, he 
ascribed to the hand of God. There were 
thousauds like him, as floods in these low- 
lyinglands are most disastrous, because they 
lie so long on the land. It may be years 
‘before Honan is drained. Whether there 
is any connextion between the Yellow River 
floods and the lower portion of the Grand 

‘anal, near the Yangtze, Tam unable to say 

positively ; the Chinese say there is, and 
they are probably correct, as I met num- 
bers of boats in the Grand Canal filled 
with emigrants from Honan, who had appar- 
ently entered the Canal by crossing over 
the flooded plains to the west of it. 

‘The real cause of the calamity is to be 
traced to the embankments themselves, 
‘The Chinese in earlier years encroached on 
the river and tried to confine it too strictly 
to acertain course. For many years, un- 
doubtedly, they struggled with, and ‘con- 
trolled the stream ; but they were working 
against nature, | They have destroyed the 
levels of the river bed, and raised the flood 
level of the country far higher than it was: 
formerly. Their embankments are a source 
of the greatest danger ; they imperil the 
whole country. If the river does over- 
top any portion of the embankment, the 
breach once made keeps on enlarging by 
the force of the water rushing through it, 
and no hwnan efforts then can stop or 
control the overflow. . 

Theard that large bodies of labourers had 
been drowned when striving,to repair the 
breach in Honan ; the part of the embank- 
ment they were on gave way, and pre- 
sipitated them into the rushing torrent, 
"The breach kept on enlarging until it was 
sufliciently wide to take the whole volume 
of water from the river. The fall over the 
plains being greater than the fall down 
stream, the lower portion of the river 
drained backwards, and poured into Honan. 
‘A clear proof of this is that the water in 
Shantung subsided, leaving a portion of the 
Yellow River dry below Chi-nan Fu. This 
fact showed plainly that the Yellow Rivér 
had found a lower level than its own bed. 

‘The primary object of a river is to drain 
its own basin, and to carry off the surplus 
rainfall. Rivers were never intended to 
hit off to the sea immense bodies of the 
’s crust, and although large bodies of 
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solid matter do enter rivers, as, for example, 
the Nile, nature never intended they should 
remain there and choke up the river chan- 
nel, for she has provided a means by which 
rivers may relieve their waters from the 
earthy deposits that enter them during the 

iods of the heavy rain. The overflow 
of the river is this means ; it relieves the 
river, and allows the water in the channel 





to continue flowing, while the slack water | 


on the flooded ground is settling and dis- 
tributing its deposits on the land. When 


the rains have ceased, the water from the | 


low lands re-enters ‘the river,but it is 


clear, clean water ; the silt and deposit | 


trap. Then the clean water would help to 
keep the river clear. 

e necessary number of basins havin; 
been formed, the river would be unde? oo 
trol, then engineering works and mecha- 
nical power might be used to deepen to the 
river bed. At present the first large flood 
would probably destroy any engineering 
works whilst in progress. 

Thave every reason to believe that my 
plans illustrating this reservoir scheme 


i 
i 








would meet with the approval of the lead- 
| ing engineers in the world. I am pre- 
{ pared to ‘out by contract, or direct 


the overflow wall, which would act as a silt! 


‘and over 30,000 people in them. Many 
thousand basins (of siao-mi and rice mixed) 
are given away to villagers who come, but 
they are warned they must come inside and 
stay, but so cold and wretehed are these 
huts, that if they can get anything they 
prefer to be in theirown houses. For many 
miles I fought my way amongst the ice, and 

cot only some caretakers in some villages. 
They t enough to keep life in—and the 
latest I got from the break, is that after 
a high enbankment had been made and all 
being well staked, a north wind came, and 
with the newly accumulated water had 
completely swept away the last two months 


having settled to the ground. This clean 
water helps to scour the river bed and 
clear away the sand banks that have been 
made in the earlier portions of the flood. 
As a proof of this, the Peiho leading 


These works which would thoroughly restore | 
the Yellow River to a safe condition, and j 
prevent inundations in the future. These 
necessary and permanent work could be | 
completed for less money than this year’s | 


work, and for the time being all the work- 
men are returning home. The authorities 
are disheartened, and despair of closing the 
break this year.’ I got this verified in dif- 
ferent quarters, which makes me fear, it 





to Tientsin serves me as an admirable ex- 
ample, One frequently hears remarks by 
captains, and pilots as to the very sinal 
depth of water shere is in this river dur- 
z high floods, but when the floods are 
jiding the river channel seems to cut out 
in, Just so ; it is the clear water from 
the plains that is scouring the river bed, 
and causing this beneficial cl This was 
particularly remarkable during the great 
Hloods in the Peiho im 1885, when vessels 
wero unable to get up to Tientsin, al- 
though the river was overflowing its bank 














This state of affairs remained until the | 


Hoods were subsiding, aud then the river 
began to cut out, and formed a better 
channel than in former years. Talso noticed 
at the time that the water in the Peiho 
vas perfectly clear, which was quito un- 
usual 
Itis evident that the channel of the Yellow 
River is inadequate to contain and carry 
off the great floods that frequently occur ; 
aud the present system of impounding 
the river between two embankments leaves: 
no possible chance for the river to relieve 
itself from the solid matter that enters and 
chokes its channel, ‘The bed of the river 
is rising, s0 also is the flood level of the 
surrounding country. 
Tahould not have written at such length 
upon this subject had I not been able to 
a remedy, and what I consider 
oven a possible solution of tho Yellow River 
problem 











culty to deal with isthesilt. Free 
the river channel from this, leave it behind, 
by distributing it over the adjoining lands, 
and impounding it there in reservoirs, which 
would act as settling basins and the problem 
is solved: the river will then keep itself 
clear. 

My scheme is not such a gigantic task 
as it may sppear at first sight. The 
formation of these reservoirs would neither 
be difficult nor expensive, considering the 
size of the undertaking.’ No excavation 
‘would be required, as the plains are lower 
than the river: the only expense would 
be the cost of the land and the labour 
required to surround it with a solid em- 
bankment. Soldiers and forced labourmight 
even be used to raise the embankment. 
These basins might be formed at different 
places along the river and their area should 
Tange from 10,000 acres. ‘The flood water 
might enter them over broad masonry walls 
raised a little above the ordinary level of 
the river. These basins would in  pro- 
cess of time silt up and be raised to the 
level of the overflow wall; a species of 
reclamation would be going on profitable to 
the country and beneficial to the river. 
The reservoirs might be drained below the 
wall level when the river was low ; reeds, 
kaoliang and esiers could be grown in 
them, which would be of great value in 
making mattresses and facine-work for 
river improvements in the future, 

‘The danger of inundation would be over, 
as the side reservoirs, if ample, would afford 
protection by relieving the river of surplus 
water, which would only return to the river 
channel after the sand and mud held in sus- 














flood has cost the Government. ‘The 
| 6,000,000 lately granted by the Govern- 
| ment’ for the relief of the sufferers in 
| Honan would have built reservoirs to the 
extent of a million acres on both sides 
| of the river. 
I regret to see the Chinese Government 
ding such immense sums in trying to 
repair the breach in Honan. The sooner 
they lose faith in their embankments the 
Detter ; the principle is utterly unreliable, 
and dangerous. The longer it is continued 
the worse matters will become ; it is the 
old story of sitting on the safety-valve. 
What has happened in Honan this year may 
occur next year, and if one flood followed 
another before the waters of the previous 
‘one had subsided, the consequences would 
be appalling. ‘The frequent miseries and 
losses China has suffered from the Yellow 
River embankments breaking has cost her 
more than the land is worth, which she has 
struggled to reclaim. Chinese history in- 
forms us that the north of Honan was 
formerly a lake, that some sage (his name 
Thave forgotten) embanked the river, re- 
claimed the land, and has been worshipped 
ever since. was all right at the 
time, but things would have been better had 
they’ been left alone. A few large lakes 
along the Yellow River is just the thing 
that is most required to take the surplus 
water from the river and prevent its chan 
nel filling up. Z 

















Tam, & 
Joux C, Frravssox, 
Assoc, M. Inst., U. 

Shanghai, 14th January. 


To the Editor of the 
Nonri-Cunxa Datty News. 

Drax Sm,—The following letter from 
Mr. Paton dated the 4th inst., from the 
seene of suffering, gives an insight to tho 
terrible state of things really existing there. 
He had returned from his visit of explora- 
tion in the direction of the place where the 
outbreak oce One can form little 
ides of the misery actually existing, but 
there is and will be ample scope for the 
distribution of the funds on hand, when it 
is possible to do so. The fresh outburst of 
the river is hardly to be wondered at, and 
suggests the necessity of more availing 
means of reparation than the authorities 





















are able to make use of, though in the 
meantime and in pt the poor people 
fering. 


are and will be exposed to awful st 
trul 


Jato, yours truly, 
Wace Moimiizan, 
18th Jun. 


Cho-chia-kow, 4th Jan. 

Dear Me. Mumuean,—I have just re- 
turned from an attempt to get across the 
villages tothe northward. I have been quite 
baffied, as it is all frozen, and I can’t get 
through to the bridges on the main-water.. 
Texpect the others ine few days; the vil- 
lages on high parts are doing the best they 








can to make their grain spin out. All those 
Sho are completely cleaned out, have gone 
tothe huts. ‘ve increased in number 


so. had not any hope of their closing it 
this year. If they do not, then we may 
be prepared for some terrible times in the 
coming year. We cannot do anything in 
the villages, for we can’t reach them until 
the ice gives way. It will not be wise to 
do anything where the authorities are at 
work. Ata lange place, Shu Shen-tsiu, 30 
Ui from Kai-fung, a great number of poor 
people are massed. It is a big busy centre, 
fied ‘Cho-chia K‘ow-—Chung-mu Hsien folks 
are nearly all there, when I came past. I 
am hoping to get the permission of the au- 
thorities to visit the encampments:here, to 
see if there is any sickness, and whut it 
ani also to got some idea of how they ar 
being looked after. Itis very cold here, hard 
j freezing, no snow. The clothes, I spoke" 
| of in last letter, were given by private ndi- 
| viduals, not the authorities, ‘They give only 
the, bare two bowlfuls of porridge m day to 
each person, And a good many are com 
plaining, for the want of vegetables, otc. I 
Rope the children, and many of the women. 
are not suffering too much. One thing is 
certain, that whoever is at the village work 
a month or two hence, will have a trying 
time of it. Tam quite willing to stay hore 
for the whole spring, but Iam under orders 
to come down at once, and go on to Chofoo, 
and ain now only for funds and # 

arrival of uther friend, forthe result oft 
journeys. Traftic is at a stand-still up the 

‘ew Yellow River from this, at present, as 
boats can't yet under the bridges left. 

Tam busy now with my distribution of 
the 5,000 cupies intu ** readers” hands, and 
hope'to have them well scattered in 3 or 4 
more days from this. 

Tshall have then’ done all T ean do, and 
must come on to Shanghai. I would have 
been very glad to have done all T can to 
holp, and would gladly retin from Shang- 
hai, for that purpose, ‘if it was thought 
advisable. But as so many of the China 
land Mission are to be here, they may be 
able to do all that is necessary. ward is 
anxious to push on to Hunan, his own station 
work. I expect the friends all back, by the 
time the next mail goes from this place— 
five days hence. F 

People all quiet, 80 far, hope they will 


remain 80. 
Yours truly, 
'T. Paro. 






































To the Euitor of the 
Noxru-Cuixa Day News, 
Deax Stn,—In former years during my 
journeys in North-China, I touched the 
ellow River at many points, crossed it at 
pocorn pices and travelled along its banks 
and could not help considering the problem 
of its future. Several conclusions were 
forced upon me which may not be unworthy 
of attention at the present moment when so 
many thoughtful niinds are anxiously pon- 
dering the question of how to deal with the 
t calamity and prevent a recurrence. 
¢ first among these was the futility of 
embankments as anything approaching to a 
permanent remedy. This has been clearh 
stated by your correspoudent, Mr. J. C. 
Fergusson, in his able letter in Four columns. 
it they now 








pension had settled on the ground behind ' till they have now four eucsmpments here, | of 16th inst. He points out 
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imperil. the whole adjacent country.” 
Ando itis, ‘The traveller finds the bed 
of the river at many places above the level 
of the land and villages, and sometimes 
even above the level of cities, as is the case 
with Kai-fung Fu the Chief City of the 
Piovince. He sees the river full of sand 
and incessautly silting up and causing the 
bed of the river to rise every year higher 
aiid “higher, Embankments "laboriously 
and often mést effectually constructed keep 
it within ite course for the time being. 
But it is obvious they cannot go on for 
ever, and'a time must come sooner or later 
when embankments must of necessity prove 
worthless. Dredging also would be equally 
impotent, Only those who have watched 
tho river, or a similar river—can have any 
idea of the forces involved. A thousand 
dredger would be like just so many tlea 
bites. 





Some other plan must be adopted to 
mevt the exigencies of the case ; and the 
observer's wits are set aworking on the pro- 
Dlem, This was the case with the writer; 
aud for years past I have convinced myself 
that the only effectual cure would be tap- 
ping the river above Kai-fung Fu after it 
Feaves the mountains and enters the plains, 
—and then conducting its waters into an- 
other channel. To do this efficiently would 
Gf course require a corps of «1 
take levels and ascertain the trend of the 
country contiguous aud also onward to- 
wards the sea. 

Meantime I have examined the best maps 
which exist, and tried what Ieould to get 
Tight on this most important question. 1 
find that immediately to the west of Kai- 
fung Fu there is a comparatively narrow 
and low watershed dividing the streams 
which run northward into the Yellow River 
and the streams which run southward. 
Crossing this watershed aud following the 

the south flowing stream, which 
iticently called the small ‘Yellow 
River o}y $M you are led into a valley 
which by and by opens out into the wide 
plain of Honan and which extends south- 
cast. and east on to the Yellow Sea. This 
river receives a great many affluents from 
the west side and afterwards takes the 
name Ying-ho 3A@] which it retains till it 
reaches the province of An-hui where it is 
joined by another large stream called the 
Wei-ho, near Chéng-yang-kwan, JE 
Between this and Kai-tung Fu all 
is fooded at present. After passing this 
great Emporium the two rivers, now united, 
turn north-east, then east by north, run 
through and connect several lakes of dif- 
ferent sizes, and at last cross the Grand 
Canal,—giving off a portion of its waters— 
and carrying the rest on to the sea. This 
plain in’ which the river flows from its 
contwencement has mountains aud high 
land on both sides and is of vast extent and 
naturally opens on the ocean. 

‘These facts seem to point out the very 
spot where the Yellow River should be 
topped. First we have (1) a watershed 
requiring only easy and not lengthy cut- 
tings ;-(2) a natural course bounded by 

ills ;~(3) lakes which can in a measure 

receive its overflow ;—(4) a vast area which 
it can irrigate ; and (6) @ natural channel 
throughout its whole length and on to the 
sea. 
But this is the very place which the 
Yellow River has chosen ; and its waters 
are at, this moment flowing in the line 
above described. Many of the refugees in 
the flooded districts have taken to beats, 
and are escaping to distant parts by this 
very--channel ; witness Mz. Ferguson's 
statement that he “‘'met numbers of boats 
in the Grand Canal filled with emigrants 
from Honan ;” aud further cargoes of grain 
and clothing, &e., are being sent by the 
Government every day, I am informed, by 
thie very route on to the districts where 
the calamity prevails, 

‘Whut then is the conclusion to be drawn 
from this? (1) Nature hss settled the mat- 



































ter and chosen the best. possil 
for the Yellow River. And our duty now 
is to help Nature, deepen the channels, 
facilitate its flow, regulate its course ; and 
as far as possible provide against renewed 
silting up in its fresh channel. But (2) 
that is not the only great lesson; there is 
another conelusion equally obvious, but 
which requires to be emphatically pointed 
out, and that is that the construction of 
embankments should be given up. Mr. 
Fergusson tells us that these artificial erec- 
tions have so raised the bed of the river 
that when the breakage got full swing it 
drained the river backward, and left the 
eastern channel di And now in this 
morning’s N.-C. Daily News there is a 
letter from Mr. Paton informing us that 
after “a high embankment had been made,” 
having proceeded so far in their efforts to 
stem the current, a north wind arose which 
caused the waters again to burst the bank 
“and completely swept away two months’ 
work.” In cunsequence of this ‘all the 
workmen have returned to their houses 
and the mandarins are disheartened.” This 
is just what will ever recur at longer or 
shorter intervals. The time for embanking 
is past. 

We hope therefore the Chinese Govern- 
ment will see that further embankments 
are not only useless but really prolonging 
a fight against nature which must inevit- 
ably result in renewed calamities; and 
seeing this, we feel sure they will give their 
attention to methods by which the present 
change of the course of the river may be 
rendered conducive to the welfare of the 
Empire ; for we have full confidence both 
in the patriotism, ability and benevolence 
of the Government. They are more and 
more showing themselves capabie of deal- 
ing with all the great questions which arise 
affecting the natio 

But here, it may be pointed out, comes in 
the immense utility of the reservoirs sug- 
gested by Mr. Fergusson in his able letter 
not niere artificial ponds of lesser or 
gnc extent, butrat her reserve aque- 

lucts in localities where nature can help 
the engineer, as a preventive against future 

loods. 

This plan possesses many advautages, two 
or three of which—the most impurtant— 
only may be named. First, it would tix 
the river in a definite course’ and thus pre- 
vent those ever recurring disasters which 
have made it a proverb in the mouth of 
every one; also it obviates to a large 
extent that annual drain on the Treasury 
which is so enormous. Second, by proper 
methods the river could be controlled for 
irrigation, adapted for increased fisheries 
and water power, and thus in many ways 
conduce to the wealth of the great district 
through which it flows, ‘Third, it would 
further afford a new route for our steamers. 
Hitherto the Yellow River—notwithstand- 
ing its long course—2,300 miles—and im- 
mense volume—has been of no avail for 
steam trafic. ‘This plan would change its 
character entirely and provide merchants, 
native and foreign, with an additional water 
road on which commerce could be cheaply 
and safely conveyed. And in view of the 
districts impinging upon the new channel 
and the Yellow River north and westwards 
this change of course may result in unlooked- 
for facilities.” Tt may lead to the opening 
up of Shansi with its wonderful mineral 
wealth and commercial resources and 
even touch and connect the wool pro- 
ducing districts of Mongolia with Shanghai, 
‘The questoin is certainly worth the con- 
sideration of all at the preseut crisis. Why 
then should 6,000,000 taels ur even a 
modicum of that be wasted in fruitless 
effort 

My humble opinion is that the situation 
























































should be accepted by the authorities. The 
evil has already been consummated, and 
that not without some compensation, for, as 

i to the change of 


we are informed, owin 
couree of the river, “thousands of square 
miles in Shantung have been drained, and 





the poor settlers there, “whose districts 
have been under water for years, arp.able 
now to cultivate their Jand.”” 

‘My line of argument has been based on 
matters as they manifestly appear; but if 
the north coast line and also the plain are 
rising—which many believe, and which 
as well deserves consideration—then the 
argument gains irrestible cogency ; for it 
may be that it was the last touch of the 
elevating force which broke the back of 
the Yellow River, and if that cause is in 
operation we may bid adiey to-all hope of 
embankments and of gétting‘it back into its 
old course. . 

While advocating the measures above 
explained I fully appreciate the need and 
deneficence of forestry all along its banks, 
for this would prove a growing and ultim: 
ately a powerful auxiliary towards the per- 
manent regalation of floods and consequent 
utility of the river. 

‘The aim of all interested therefore should 
seein to be to help the sufferers as much as 
in their power during the present season of 
distress, and then take such measures (uti- 
lising the labour thrown free) as shall make 
this river a blessing and not a “sorrow” 
and a curse. This is perfectly possiblo— 
especially with our present engineering 
appliances, Why ! it would seem as if the 
River had now played into our hands, and 
given us a chance of harneming the Levia- 
than. 





A. Wintramson., 
19th Jan. % 


SHANGHAI PUBLIC SCHOOL, 
To the Editor of the 
Noxru-Curna Daity News, 


Drax Sir,—A leader appearing in last 
night's Courier with regard to the above 
school, in ny opinion deserves more than a 
casual glance, as it contains many excellent 

ns, and much desirable informa- 
itherto, but little known. 

Ab one of those delegated to assiat at the 
formation of the School, I can t ae 
the fact, that the Masons, far from wishing 
to keep the entire control of the School in 
their hands, anticipated the time when the 
institution being in fair working order the 
co-operation of the Municipal Council and 
that of our public spirited resident, might 
be invited and a school worthy of the Set- 
tlement permanently established. 

In spite of the very small storm in a very 
small teacup lately made public I deem the 
present a fitting time for some public action 
to be taken in the matter. The stall 
amount of the school indebtedness will, T 
hope, shortly be subscribed, and as’ the 
seoment with the Head Master and Lady 

incipal expires at the end of the current 
year, no more appropriate time could be 
found for making arrangements for extend- 
ing the Committee, and establishing a really. 
good public school. 

‘The is have done their part ; with a 
coniparatively small capital a school ias, 
been commenced, and it has filled a public 
want in some measure ; arrangements have 
been made by which’ it is virtually self 
supporting, it only remains now to extend 
the sphere of its usefulness, and I trust 
some of our influential citizens will en- 
deavour to meet the present School Council, ~ 
when I am sure that suggestions’ made 
tending to the successful working of the 
school would be favourably considered, and 





























the co-operation of any who may qual 
themoslves ura Seat on the Counel cordial” 
ly invited, 
Apologising for the length of this letter, 
Tam Deat Sir, 
faithfully Your, 
“A Lire Governog,” 
12th Jan, 
[= 
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THE CHEFOO READING ROOM 
FOR CHINESE, 


To the Editor of the 
Nortu-Cumva Darty News: 
Sm,—If it is not trespassing too far on 
yottr Yalliuble space I should be obliged by 
your kindly giving publicity to the following 
short account of the ; 
Chefoo Reading Room for Chinese | 


or 
he Re | 
Yen Tai Ching ¥eh Shu Yuan, 
the combined aid of native ($188) and 
foreign (8161) atibstriptiotts, this establish- | 
iment was openet! in August 1879 with the in- 
tention of its being ultimately durel ety 
it Polytechnic Institutioiy bilt aftr ‘i grit 
Wal ‘Witlidratwal froui this port of the majo- | 
rity of the original Committee, it was found 
dificul: to muintain the necessary 
interest in the managemeut, and the enter- ) 
pe ed. It continued to flourish as a | 
ding Room until the end of 1886 when, | 
in consequence of changes in local officials 
and threatened withdrawal of support hi- 
therto ‘accorded, and the inability of the 
remaining two members of Committee (Mr. 
Li Allin and the writer) to do justice to the 
interests of thy Institution, it was decided 
to close its acctunts, Up ty this tine the 
Average milmber of rémdirs Wally hid been 
between 40 atid 50, and the accounts will 
give some idea of the quantity of books and 
ypera sold ; current expenses having been 
Tively about $240 per annum. The profits 
or discounts derived from the sale of books 
and papers have, with annual subscription: 
amounting to $08, been applied to the pay 
ment of expenses. The i 
n and are open to inspect 
persons interested, on application, 
reault shews a surplus on the 7 
months’ working of $202.14, to which has 
to be added $30 the proceeds of books and 
furniture on hand, ‘The following figures 
may interest some of yolt retders who art 
not disposed to go iuto the minor details:— 
Usceipts, ae 


$57.62 $247.10 
504.45 365.23 


foreign 






















A.P.E. Mission is not responsible for its 
publication, it nevertheless seems to me 
that there is an urgent call for the Bishop 
in charge to take speedy action in the mat- 
ter: TE thé bunk thoes nut mt the. 
views of his Society,—then, in fairness to 
his clergy, not to speak of those who are 
not his clergy, he ought to suppress it 
forthwith. 

“W” ‘asks the public to regard “the 
League ” as in no way connected with ‘the 
hook.” Does * W" speak with authority? 
Tn ony cxap, many of your readers, will be 
less sceptical when ‘they are told in a 
straightforward, inanly fashion that the 
prospective literature of this new-born and 
Somewhat suspicious organisation, will be 
Uilferetit iis thine Hie itt Feom tt moped 

ell as 
exe 


ind jnipuden let which 
“V," have 
of looking into, Clearly, Messrs. Graves, 
and Partridge ought to speak out. Silence 
is not always golden, 

Yours faithfully, 

















CHINKIANG. — 
To the Eulitor of the 
‘Norri-Cara Darty News. 

Sin,—Thé myinbets of dhs Clouds 

Golutiuitity eirrléd olit, dn idéa duriiig the 
wlidays which may be useful to other 
small foreign communities under similar 
circumstances. 

In order toadd to the amount contributed 
by this port to the Yellow River Relief 
Fund, a meeting of the community was held 
at which a Committee was sppointed to 

wrrange for the use of a Chinese theatre 











| in the suburbs of the city and there provide 





‘an evening's entertainment by foreigners. 
‘The Proprietors of the Canton th 

readily grauted the use of their fine bi 
Ing free of charge. ‘The i 








Canton Guild ynte otery asistatice towards 
the prepirations, and the Magistrates most 
cord entout the schehab oy taking 





tickets and detailing officers to see that 
order was kept, to all of whom the thanks 
of the Community aredue. ‘The gentlemen 
elected to conduct the entertainment formed 
atroupe after the model of the *Black- 





26 | birds” in Shanghai, so that the programme 





3,485.53 nigger 


Giving Totals of 
Balance in hand 





$6,032.40 $6,932.40 


‘The Yellow River Inundation Fund ap- 
pears: to me to afford a suitable outlet for 
the furids available and, assuming that this 
disposition will meet the approval of sub- 
soribers and others interested, I have 
deposited the sum of $232.14 with the 

r of the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation, requesting himkindly, 
failing notice to the contrary being given 
within 10 days from publication of this, to 
apply the money accordingly, ‘Thanking 
you in anticipation. I remain 

Yours truly, 
A. R. Donnetty, 
é BF zee 
iefoo Reading Room for Chinese. 
Pye ofc "g fe 





ALIN, 
Chefoo, 12th 








THE LEAGUE AND THE BOOK. 
To the Editor of the 
Noers-Cama Dary News. 

Sm,— V's” vigorous letter has given 
rite to many questions the chief of which 
perhaps, is—Who is “V? Despairing of 
Enatisfactory answer, at least at the pre- 
sent juneture, I venture to thank him at 
‘once for his just and opportune protest 
against a book which is calculated to work 
no end of mischief, Granted that the 








was composed of a number of choruses, 
songs and dances of the most approved 
tyle, followed by a screaming farce. 
‘Troupe developed a degree of talent 
quite astonishing, keeping the foreign por- 
tion of the audience in roars of laughter 
from beginning to end. The Chinese also 
seemed to enjoy themselves in a remark- 
able degree, The dancing and pantomime 
of the performance naturally claimed their 
greatest applause, but the whole seemed to 
thoroughly appreciated. 
Thelarge theatro was crammed at popular 
rices, some 900 persons being present. 
The tickets sold realised fully which 
will leave a handsome sum for the object 
in view. 
Naturally the members of the Commu- 














nity feel highly gratified at the success of 
their generous scheme. The Committee 
are to be congratulated on the splendid exe- 





ution of their trust, and che thanks of 
are due to the gentlemen who so kindly 
gave their time and talents as musicians 
and performers. 


Chinkiang, 7th January. 





OxsERVER. 








THE ITALIANS IN TUNIS. 
To the Editor of the 
Norru-Carsa Dancy News. 
Sm,—The publication of an article on 
this matter in your to-d ue, taken 
from the Gazette du Midi, has caused me 


h 
Tthink that the feelings of the corres- 
ondent gains’ the Italians residing in the 
rench protectorate are hardly disguised 
by his throwing on the sister nation of 
the Latin race all the contempt and 





hatred which is so inhappily tooted in a 
portion of the French press. All that the 
writer asserts in his correspondence is 
without the slightest foundation. 1 was in 
‘Tunis in the time of the Franch, oooups: 
tion, ds Corttspondent of the New York 
Herald, and I can assure you thiié there 
were already existiig the Italian Hospital 
and the Italian School, The former had 
| been founded by the great: ship-owner.and 
patriot Raffaele Rubattino, the latter by 
the residents themselves with support of 
the home Government, and there ig nothing 
extraordinary that in a large Italian cotti- 
munity which existed in Tunis at the time 
of the French occupation, and which 
amount&d to ten thousand people, while 
the French community searcely reached 
olle thoiisiind, the ‘want of a Hospital and 
‘a school was felt, as it is in Constintlildple; 
in New York, in San Francisco, in Monte 
Video, in Buenos Ayres, and in some other 
ports, ‘when the Italian emigration is re- 
resented in large proportion, without 
Raving ever excited. the envy or the antar 
gonism of other communiti 

It is indeed not surprising to know of 
the support given by the Italian Govern- 
ment to these Institutions, but what is 
teally surpri ri rather amusing, is the 

th 











atory invented ye eorrespondynt about 
thé picking by Beet oo sick peo lu 
in a building which is only big evil oF 
thirty, and other nonsense not worthy of 
Aw Travia 


being related.—Believe me. 
Miscellaneous, 


~ CHINESE CHARACTERISTICS. 


T 
HUNGER POR GAIN AND THIRST FOR FAMB 
‘The Chinese have not distingitished thett+ 
sel¥es as psychologists, bitt they hive, sttiivk 
‘out one popular theory which thotigh tary- 
ing widely from western ideas is in Chi 
Almost sisstiined as an axiom of thought. 
Tn place of the tangled iteb of motives, 
we rene ise as mainsprings of htitnétt 
action, the Chinese have but two—the 
ureuit of gain and the quest of fame. 
ese are the two eyes with which a Chi- 
nese contemplates life, and when each of 
them is adjusted to its focus, the survey of 
all human activity is supposed to be cons 
ete, With the possible exception of the 
descendants of Abraham, the Chinese seem 
to be possessed of stronger commercial in- 
stincts than avy other race extant. They 
have an amazing faculty for gain, even the 
most trifling, such as is represented 
scraping the rust from a needle. In their 
own allegorical language a man who is intent 
on securing any advantage, however minute, 
is represented as thrown into the kettle of 
toiling olin which the Chinese Rhademan- 
thus plunges his victima, and struggling to 
gain the outer edge, because there tbe 
trifle cooler than in the middle! The 
Chinese are by no means the only people, 
in whom the instinct of the pursuit-of gain 
is highly developed, but with them it is 
carried to a higher pitch, more uniformnily 
exercised, and operates as a more potent 
force than with inost other races. Of this 
every one with the smallest knowledge of 
Chinese life, become convincingly aware. 
But the hunger for gain, so all-prevalent in 
China, is modified by another foree equally 
erful yet much less conspic 














icuous, & thirst: 
for notoriety. If we consider even super- 
ficially the conditions of Chinese life, it 
becomes apparent that the avenues to what 
we consider ‘fame’ are not very available 
to the sons of Hari. It is not easy for a 
Chinese to invent anything new, much 
Tess to get it into use. And if he did s0, 
the only wuence would be that the 
invention would be patronised, and the 
inventor unknown, ‘The paths of science 
are all closed to the unscientific Chinese, 
but even were they all open, in country 
with no patent-law, and’ no_ periodical 
literature, they could not lead to fame, 
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Nor does literature offer a better field. 
‘There are already fur more books than 
the reading public can either afford to 

or assimilate, and in any 
country the number of beok-makers must 
be insignificant. A Chinese has no avenue 


of renown as a traveller—he could not 


seriously contemplate an excursion to the 
equatorial nor to the polar region—nor if 
he did, would the result be fame. He can- 
not hope to get himself elected to anything, 
for there are no elections. In short he is 
shut up to the single avenue of acquiring 
8 degree, civil or military, by competitive 
exaininations, and in this enterprise his 
chances of success would seem to be about 
‘two out of one hundred. He who succeeds 
in this, even in the lowebt degree of Flour- 
ishing Talent, is praised and honoured, the 
euvy of hundreds of unsuccessful competi- 
tors, and of thousands who could not even 
compete, Butit is evident that such a tiny 
outlet is entirely inadequate tothe exigencies 
of passion so powerful aud so all pervading 
a8 the Chinese thirst for notoriety. Success- 
ful scholarship aside, (and often included) 
the only avenue to fame in China is the 
expenditure of money, and for this 





reason that we consider the longing for fame | 


asa kind of antipodal or complementary 
force, even modifying the love of gain which 
accumulates what the love of fame expends, 
The Peking Gazette bristles with memorials 
suggesting the bestowal of Imperial ho- 
nours on men and women for a great variety 
of merits—some of them of a highly negative 
character, such as not having married, or 
having survived to a greatage. ‘The exter- 
nal aspect of all this is extremely poetical 
and patriarchal, but the practical aspect of 
it is simply a matter of sycee. Somebody 
has to be “got at’ to get the memorial pre- 
sented, and in important eases, there are 
what muchinists term bearings—very practi- 
cal bearings too—which must be viled to 
insure success, and perhaps oiled liberally 
aud repeatedly till there isno friction. The 
simplenminded traveller sees a costly and 
elaborately carved stone ‘portal’ to some 
maiden, widow, op scholar, and learns that 
it was, erected by ‘Imperial Command.’ 


‘This leads him to suppose that the Emperor | Bach 


paid the bills of the stone-cutter (or made 
some one else do so), and presented the 
structure to the object of his favour, as 
Kaiser Wilhelm bestows a gold cross. 
‘The Emperor, on the contrary, did noth- 
ing of the ‘kind. What he did do, 
however, wes most frequently to 
thorise the favoured subject, or * his heirs, 
administrators or assigns’ to do the work 
at their own expense, to inscribe the 
priceless characters which announce that 
the Emperor ‘ordered’ it. That an in- 
tensely practical people like the Chinese, 
whose profits are accumulated in such 
driblets that it seems—like “eating soup 
with a fork” impossible to get enough, 
should be willing to sacrifice anything for 
such ‘fame’ as a portal, or a tablet confers, 
is an illustration of their thirst. for cele: 
brity: But such tokens of Imperial favour 
are searce. The great multitude must be 
content with such local notoriety as can be 
had by titular honours granted for subserip- 
tions for public works, or failing this, with 
elegant weddings, expensive funerals and 
greut feasts. There are scarcely any limi 
assignable to such expenditures, and it 
not uncorimen to find persons who have 
actuelly reduced themselves to poverty in 
order to ‘buy anamy.’ And provided the 
end is secured, money so invested is re- 
garded as expended wisely and well. 

It has been wisely said that the true way to 
elevate a people is to teach them new wants, 
what the Chinese vitally need is a wider 
outlook, and a comprehension that the real 
‘gain’ of one is the gain of all. ‘They need 
to think of themselves as literally a * bod: 
politic’ for then only can it be infused with 
a ‘public spirit!’ Aud especially do they 
need to act on one of the wisest of their 
adages ; “Do what you ought to do, and 
Jook not to remote results,” 























1m. 
—- 
SOLIDARITY. 

Among the Anglo-Saxon race the idea 
extensively prevails, that each man is an 
individual by himself and is to be dealt with 
as such. It does not follow becanse a man 
isa banker, that his son is to pursue that 
‘business—or any other. No profession, no 
trade, no pursuit of any kind is hereditary. 
‘The son of a Conservative may bea Liberal, 
and the son of a Liberal a Tory. Apart 
from that general sense, in which solidarity 
may be predicated of ali human society, we 
in the weat have very little which can be 
cotmoted under that term. The individual 
is the social unit. 

In China all is quite different. Ancestry 
is reckoned a long way back with definite 
terms for each generation. Relationships 
are complicated and precise, with a comple- 

ity and precision which to’a stranger are 
bewildering and confounding, The social 
fact of capital importance, that each Chinese 
family is practically rooted to the spot where 
it exists, and that it always has been so 
rooted, is of itself well nigh incomprehensi- 
ble to the roving Occidental, who has visited 
half the countries on the globe, not impro- 
bably with a view toa:ettlement. Chinese 
social life runs in grooves, or rather in ruts, 
‘and in very ancient ruts. A man in China 
isa part of a gigantic social machine, a mere 
cog in one of many wheels, and from ancient 
times, until now, it has always been custom- 
ary for the wheels to move the cogs, never 
for the cog to control the wheels. In fact 
the mere mass to be moved makes it impos- 
sible for any particular part to move any 
family asawhole, exceptinlines and onplanes 
to which the social miacl is alread; 
adjusted. A Chinese family is like a hil 
of potatoes—one cannot get at any of them, 
without a process by which all are brought 
to view. The shrewdly practical ancients, 
who laid out the plan on which the Chinese 
race was to be governed, understood per- 
fectly this characteristic of their people and 
have used it to the utmost. The Empire, 
in (theoretically) a vast whole with a head 
who governs by the decree of Heaven. 
‘gradation from the Empire as a 
whole, down to the individual and collective 
family, is likewise a unit, of which the 
parts ‘are niutually interdependent and 
mutually responsible for each other. ‘To 
what an extent this theory and practice of 
responsibility for others is pushed, we are 
continually reminded not less by the oceur- 
in daily Chinese life, than by the 
ded in the singularly self-revealing 
decuments published in the Peking Gazette 
Let the reader run through a year of this 
unique publication, and mentally compare 
—or rather contrast—the principles whic 
evidently rule in the adjustment of cases, 
whether arising from the destructive out- 
burst of the Yellow River, or from a flagrant 
case of parricide, with Western ideas. He 
will have an instructive series of pictures 
of the practical workings of the Chinese 
theory of solidarity. But it is not alone in 
the natural relationship, or in the more 
artificial political ones, that Chinese soli- 
darity is manifested. ‘There seems to be in 
the Chinese nature an inherent capacity for 
combination, united with a powerful ten- 
dency to combine, which it might be difii- 
cult to equal in any other race. Guilds are 
| inventions by no means peculiar to China, 
but where are there any trade guilds with 
strongercohesivepowers, thanthosein China? 
‘There seems in fact, to be not cohesion 
simply, but a kind of chemical union. In 
the presence of such enormous forces of 
| attraction the foreigner is helpless, baffled: 
and outwitted by a quality which operates 
/ like the pressure of the atmosphere, equally 
in all directions, and which it seems equal 
| hopeless to resist. There are occasionally col- 
} lisions of guilds with guilds, and in dealing 
| with them occidental machinery and modes 
of procedure are practically worthless. Such 
| conflicts render the government of colonies 
like the Straits Settlements and Hongkong, 







































‘a matter of extreme delicacy and difficulty. 
Nor need one go to the remote confines of 
the empire, to secure illustrations of the 
principle which we have named. We find 
them in too abundant measure in our own 
places of business, and in our own domestic 
service. A compradore, a cook, a “boy,” 
a conlie, comes to some (invisible) crisis of 
his career, and deserts us. Of the nine 
reasons which he may not improbably 
assign for this step, eight will have no 
relevancy whatever, and the ninth will not 
be the real clue. It is impossible, in fact, 
to ascertain exactly why! he does as he does, 
Perhaps he does not know himself. But 
one re | he knows, which is that he must 
go. And he goes. The truth is, that 
in the occult social machinery of which 
he is a part, he has been in the 
course of many revolutions, pressed upon 
by another cog and is thrown ‘out of gear.’ 
A Chinese is always a part of the machine 
—not the machine itself. Or ifhe be a very 
important wheel and turn the rest, then 
solidarity impressively asserts itself in a 
new form. fe have heard of Chinese 
joint-stock companies in which solidarity 
had a great deal too much to do. In fact, 
solidarity in a Chinese sense, and individual 
equality in an Occidental sense are scarcely 
compatible. ‘This essential and significant 
quality of Chinese society is of great conse- 
quence in estimating the future of Chinese 
reformiations. As long as China remains 
in the condition in which she has been for 
80 many ages, solidarity is the incarnation 
of inertia. But if she is beginning to ex- 
hibit signs of what Marquis ‘Te ng calla an 
‘awakening,’ there is hope that if once 
awake she will be wide awake, she cannot 
rouse herself from the lethargy of centuries 
in a day nor in a decade. Nor when she 
is awake will she bestow, let us hope, her 
principal energies,—ns the Marquis seems 
to expect—on material resources such 
arsenals and navies, but rather on intel- 
lectual and moral regeneration, and the 
rehabilitation of the energies which once 
made China great, and through which alone 
she can hope to recover her greatness, and 
place herself among the foremost nations 
of the time. 


THE FIVES COURT. 

Among a number of documents which 
were sent to us on Wednesday, is a copy of 
what was probably the first formal lease of 
that part of the two lots Nos. 78 and 135 
which is still occupied by the Bowling 
Alley. Its terins are : 

Shanghai, March 20th, 1857. 
J.J, Greex, Esq., 
Hony. Secretary to the Bowling Alley. 

Dean Sin,—I hereby agree to lease to the 
proprietors of the Bowling Alley for the term 
of ‘Ten years (say from the lst of April, 
1857, tothe Ist of April, 1867,) at a yearly 
rental of $50 Shanghai dollars per annum, 
that portionof the land onwhich the Bowlin, 
Alley now stands, being part of the Lan: 
registered at the British Consulate as lote 
78 and 135, and held in trust for British 
Subjects as a place of recreation, 

‘The reut for the same to be paid in ad- 
Fanee and to commence on the Ist of April 

a 
It is also understood that at the expira- 
tion of this lease the Proprietors of the 
Bowling Alley shall have the option of: 
taking the said ground for a further term 
of years on the same terms. 
‘W. R. Apawsox, 
Honorary Secretary, 

to the Shanghai Fives Court. 

It is evident from this lease that Mr. 
Adamson, and the Club of which he was 
Honorary Secretary, recognised that the 
lots were held in trust for British subjects as 
a place of recreation only. Not the British 
subjects who formed the ‘Fives Court on 
whose account he wrote, but the whole 
number of British subjects, which at that 
time no doubt comprehended all foreigners 
in the Settlements north of the Yang-king- 
Pang. 
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so I knelt down in the field outside the 
cane and after a most careful sight banged. 
He roared and moved and I gave hin a 
second barrel as soon as I saw clear enough 
todo it. Tthink the second shot killed hi 
for though I fired two more inte him before 
I was satisfied that he was dead, he never 
roared again: ‘Then we went into the cane 
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A TIGER HUNT NEAR AMOY. Posie groan pt raae ott dara 


‘The following extract from a private | emo ated ft foe exciting to be 


all must any their roaring gave me | 
letter, giving an account of the recent | hi} i flea of. | 
re re asi hee haly | ‘an impression of fury that I had no idea of. | 





apnea & Me ‘They were gone in s momeut and appeared | 


to enter the ravine further down and I! 
I returned from that trip on the 18th | could not get off a second barrel, but I knew 
Dooember, and I got away again from the | 





Thad hit mny beast. Then I heard s shot 
‘24th until New Year. 


‘came with me and so did Harding for the 
first three days, further leave being un- 
fortuaately out of the question for him. 
We reached out grutind on Christmas Day, 
Harding and I in the morning, by walkin; 

up from Polam Bridge, fourteen miles, an 

Leyburn in the afternoon by boat, I was 
appointed to the command, having studied 
the ravine on my last trip. My plan was 
to watch three several approaches from 
threo selected rocks in the early morning, 
to catch the beast coming home after his 
night’s prowl; then during the day to watch 
from rocks on chance of his moving from 
under one boulder to another, as he did 
when I was last up, without my’seeing hin, 
‘and in the evenings to tie up a bait for him 
at a place on the hill where I knew he was 
wont to pass, Our watch on the 25th did 
nothing. On the 26th we wore off by 
lantern light and I posted Leyburn at the 
bottom, Harding in the middle and self at 
the top of the ravine which is about 300 
yards long. At 6.40 Harding fired two 
ahots to my great excitement, as I had to 
wait a prescribed time before joining him. 
I knew it was the proper beast, for we had 
agrerd to shoot nothing less. Tt appeared 
that he had seen a tiger trotting silent, 

towards the ravino from the expectei 

quarter, but only got his shot at over 100 
yards as it was turning off towards a lower 
point and would evidently come no nearer 
to him. His shot seemed to be just under 
it and knocked the dust over it. Nothing 
was seen during the day watch. | Meantinve 
wo bought a cow for $10.70, and about 
4.30 took it out to a selected position, and 
soated ourselves with numerous spare guns 
on alow rock 25 yardsaway. About 5 or su, 
long bofore we expected anything, a native 
with us silently pointed me outs megni- 
ficent tiger on a low spur of hill below u: 

some 115 yards off in exactly the opposi 
direction to where we imagined he would 
pass, I think he was the biggest I have 














‘This time Leyburn | from Leyburn, Half an hour after I went | 


Jeautiously down to join hint, and was 
| within 30 yards or go when I saw hint sim 
| suddenly down gniong the boilldtrs below 
| himi and fire. More roaring. ‘Then after & 
minute I silently sneaked across the rocks 
rubber shoes to him and heard his 
Inmediately after my shot at 7.30 
he saw a tiger appear among the rocks 100 
yards above hin. ‘This, as I found, was 
{the one I had shot at. He fired, but went 
| over it, and the beast disappeared among 
| the rocks. Then just aa I was joining him 
he had suddenly seen a huge tiger (no doubt 
| the second of those I had seen and the same 
| as that of the 26th) passing under his ve 
{feet up a kind of cavern that his roel 
j looked down into. For a moment, he 
| hesitated, for the ides flashed across him 
| that if he wounded it, and it came out of 
| another entrance, it would meet me in the 
h it would in th 
open. However it was only for a second 
and then he fired right into its back. It 
threw up its head and sauk down straggling 
j and roaring for s second as he could just 
; see through the smoke, and when that 
| cleared it was gone. There was a side 
passage as it turned out under the rock 
| to the right and iio doubt he went down it. 
| After time no more being visible and no 
| blood we went to breakfast. At midday 
Leyburn was called back to Amoy on 
| pressing business by a letter. On the 29th 
j when T returned to the temple from the 
ravine al at 3 p.m., I was told that a boy 
ing in a cane patch had just seen a 


jim my 











| worl 
| tiger there and left without stopping to 
pick up his coat. I went there and scanned 
| the patch from above, 30 yards off, with 
gitsses, but could see nothing in the cane. 
| Phen Thad some stones thrown in, and roars 
| ensued, while the beast was ev 
ing short rushes to and fro 
several stones he (a smallish tiger) came 
out of the cover but I only got a long shot 
and could not see whethor I hit or not. 
He got into another patch and we failed to 








‘ever seen, and so say Harding and Leyburn, | make him break cover again though I fired 
splendidly marked too and with a huge | a dozen shot cartridges or so and several 
head. I took a steady shot at him, but | bullets into the place. Then it got dark 
like a fool forgot to put up my 100 yards and we went home. It was a great relief 
ight, Harding fired a second or go after | to me to get the villagers away from it with- 
me, At the shot he flung himself up in | out accidents, for they had no idea of the 
‘the air like a shot hare and tumbled rather | danger of a‘wounded Teast, as this proba- 
than sprang down # bank about 10 or 12 | bly was, and would not listen to what 
feet high into some sugar cane, We all said and keep together, but straggled all 
thought he was shot through the heart and | anyhow and threw stones from various 
reat were our rejoicings. Hearing noises | distances. They declared that they wanted 
in the catie we said it was his dying strug- | an end put to that tiger and meant to help, 
Jes, and as it got dark, decided to leave ' so I got thirty of them for next day armed 
im there until morning, as we could not with spears aud tridents, sent for $1 worth 
see into the patch of cane. We went home! of crackers and fireworks from Polam, and 
to the temple to diuner and gloried in| on the 30th beat out and crackered the 
champagne and other things, great praise | patch in question and a lot more of the 











[| editor of 








Being bestowed on my shot ; the native by | cane and some of the ravine, but with no 
the way declaring he saw the bullec strike results. I was told that a beast had been 
behind the left shoulder. Morning came heard roaring to the westward that morning. 


but no tiger. There was no speck of 
blood, and when we had walked through 
covery furrow of the cane patch we realised 
that” it was a clean miss. No doubt 


the bullet struck just under him and’ 


startled him into acrobatics. On the 28th, 


Hi having gone back to Amoy on th 
othe beybure and I had taken up oui 


morning stations in the ravine, when about * 


7.30 a.m. through some cane stalks on my 
left I saw part of a striped side appear and 
then made out the body and head of : 
slowly advancing tiger 20 yards off about 

on learn me bis loft dd nest Lorne 
T aimed for the shoulder, and my shot 
was followed by a niighty toar—and more 
roars as through the smoke I had just time 
to see a second and larger tiger rush out of 
the cane. Both rushed roaring past my 
rock, and I confess that as they first came 





On the 3ist when I had finished alate break- 
fast a boy came in at 11.30 to say that they 
had come across a tiger in sugar cane close by 
tothe west and that he had “chawed” a man, 
Away I went with an excited jabbering 
Jot of spearmen following, and met the 

ounded man 200 yards away being carried 
m ancther’s bac’. He had bled a good 
deal from one arm, I saw, as his sleeve was 
soaked, but it seemed to have stopped, 80 
T sent him to be laid on straw in the temple 
and to receive one finger of whiskey to 
await my return. In a few minutes we 
reached the place and presently spotted 
the tiger crouched between 2 rows of cane 
ina furrow. could only see a dim striped 
‘Iump, and he seemed in the gloom of the 
} cane to be end on; but T could'nt see which 
end. However I thought the big muzzle 
| loader at 30 yards ought to be good enough, 





and atfive yards or so, not knowing whether 
he had # scrateh left in him or not, I insér= 
ted # small bore solid billet in his fure: 
higad which pat notters bayund qtetion 
‘Then there was a wild hulisbaloo. I had 
free fight to prevent them from spoiling 
him with spears and at last got him safely 
to the temple where they hung him’ on 
& tree and would not allow him to come 
in “on account of the josses.” To which 
my boy, who interpreted their objections 
ndded, “Of conmee I don’t pay any atten: 
tion vo it, being a convert.” I was buck 
at the temple in a quarter-of-on-hour after 
first meeting the clawed man. I washed 
his scratches ; there were only two serious 
ones, on one arm and leg, and put on 





vaseline and lint and tied him up; admi- 
nistered quinine, soup and port, and 
ordered a boat. “I made up my mind to 


take him and the tiger straight down to 
Amoy, and packed all my traps, getting off 
at 3.20. I had a cold night of it in a small 
native boat, but still Iwas happy-~if the 
clawed man wasn't. I got here before 
dawn on the Ist, and found that Leyburn 
had just gone up again to rejoin me uy 
country. However us I had carried of 
three of his guns, and his bed, he esme 
back quite quick. I have had 'the beast 
skinned, but the skin is not yet cured 
there being no Amoy man: who'ean do it 
apparently. Tt is a amall Sigat only 6ft.~ 
Jin. from nose to tip of tail before skin- 
ning. Still it is a tiger, and that being #0 
I send you the claw which you will re- 
member was agreed upon in the event of 
my getting one. I am pretty sure that 
the beast I got is the one I first wounded 
from the rock. I tracked it by the blood 
for fortyyards, after that shot from therock, 
and I noticed afterwards that one bullet 
had gone clean through the stomach of the 
dead one from side to side which I take 
to be my first shot on the 28th. Leyburn's 
T faucy must be mortally wounded, and we 
+a man up there now enquiring, 
Fear we shall hardly recover 


have 
but I 


THE “CHINESE TIMES” AND 
DR. MARTIN. 

On the 17th December our northern Gon- 

temporary published an attack on the 
. Schrameier’s éloge on the life 
and labours of Father Martin Marti 
jesuit whose maps of China, published 
about 1605, are well known. | In his as- 
sumed capacity of local organ of the Pope 
and of the broadest and most liberal chris- 
tianity, our contemporary indulged in much 
abusive, language, Having discovered that 
something was wanting from Dr. Schrameier’s 
éloge, the Editor said that on enquiry he 
earned that this arose from the suppression 
of references to the “very great, sublime 
and enduring Jabours of those’ glorious 
Churchmen, Ricci, Verbiest, Schall, Faber, 
and others, work unsurpassed for versatilit 
and excellence in the history of the world.” 
Before andafter writingthis fustian stuff, the 
Chinese Times talked of lower natures being 
infected with the vile odium theologicum, 
“mean sectarian spite, intolerance, bi; 
ignoble and aggressive sectarianism,” & 
&o. Te was not likely that any man wit 
any self-respect would sit quiet under such 
an attack, and accordingly Dr. W. A. P. 
Martin, of Peking, comes forward and 
adwinisters the following severe castigation 
to the offending paper, in which it is 
printed without one word of apology, or 
explanation, 
““BLOGE ON THE JESUIT FATHERS.” 

To the Editor of Tar Carxese Totes. 

Sir,—In a notice of a brochure on R, 
P, Martini in your paper of the 17th inst.; 
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charge is brought against certain mem- 
‘bers of the Peking Oriental Society of 
having stppressed the author's ‘éloge on 
the ‘Sesuit Rathers.” 

The brochure is only an absttast, the 
portions selected for publication amount- 
ing to less than a moiety of the original 
document. Happily, the *‘¢loge” in. ques- 
Hott Is one of the portions which it was 
thought fit to ret. 

Here it is, as it stands in the prittted 
pages of the brochure 

“Our learned Martini himself belon; 
to a religious society. He belonged to that 
tovlety, the influence of which upon the 
Chinese has né¥ét singe been surpassed by 
any other European company or Christian 
body, Tt is, in my , only doing 
them justice when we set forth the great 
merits they obtained by the institution and 
the method of their missionary work not 
only itt China but all over the world. Be 
they on their way to teglons where no foot 
of @ white man has ever trod upoit, as, for 
instance, in the beginning of the explora- 
tion of Canada, be they surrounded by 
dangers amidst the most cruel population, 
they never looked back and success was 
unfailing. Among the savages of Paraguay 
we find them, the spade in their hands, 
tenching the elements of agriculture. ‘They 
only, till now, have been able to ac- 
eustum the Indians of America to a higher 
ioral standard by teaching then social 
ianners arid showing them praetically the 
blessing thereof. What they have done to 
the Indians of Brazil, what they have been 
to the Moxos and ‘Chiquitos cannot be 
raised too highly, Here in Peking a Jesuit 

‘ather at Martini’s time was director of 
the Chinese observatory. ‘The same man, 
Father Schall of Cologne, founded cannons 
for the Chinese army and instructed the 
soldiers how to use them, And I think 
just in these facts there lies the mystery of 
their great success. ‘They rather intended 
to civitise people than to christinnise them, 
te bring them up to sich « high standard 
as is necessary for understanding Christian 
truth. 

“When Father Ricci, whomwe may regard 
1s the founder of the Jesuits in China, died 
in 1610, he had not only erected churches 
in the’ capital of China but established 
congregations and divine services along 
the whole way he took from the South to 
North of the immense empire. By basing 
Christianity on the philosophical systems 
of the Chinese, by tolerating their worship 
of ancestors, by revering Confucius as one 
af tho great apoatles of mankind and even 
using the Chinese names Shangti and Tsien 
and transferring them in full sense into 
Christian traditions, he won the hearts of 
the people, the esteem of the officials, and 
the confidence of the Emperor. The Em- 

ror gave him a building of his own to 
ive in and paid to him an annual income, 
Of hia great knovledgo and the sincerit 
of his character even Chinamen spoke wit 
respect, 

“ Among his successors excelled three Ger- 
mans, Fubers Martin a Tyrolian, 
Adam Schall, and the Belgian Verbiest. 
Faber made converts for the faith in the 
province of Shensi, Martini is the founder 
of geographical science in Chi 
is well known by his appointment to the 
presidentship of the Tribunal of Astrono- 
my. In spite of the internal revolutions 
that, at that time, took place in China, 
the influence of Jesuitism grew, especially 
when they declared themselves in favour 
of the Manchu Government, and adopted, 
as characteristic sign of their devotion, the 
Pigtail.” 

Having produced the éloge and vindicated 
not the Oriental Society, but myself as its 
responsible agent, I leave the writer of the 
notice to the tender mercies of. the 
public. 

Whether (in his own phrase) he does not 
stand convicted of “mean sectarian spite ;” 
‘nd whether, in the means he has taken to 






































create @ false impression, he has not shown 

imself ‘quite capable of garbling and dis 

* torting,” I leave your readers to determine. 
W.AP.M, 








THE HONGKEW COFFEE HOUSE 
AND READING ROOM. 

This modest institution is doing a very 
useful work in Shanghai as it supplies 
‘Home for Temperate Seamen or others. 
Many attend it to read the papers, write 
their letters and enjoy « chat with their 
friends, without being called upon to 
take of any refreshment. All respectable 
persons are heartily welcomed by the obli- 

ing manager, Mr. E. Rudland, who does 

i best to make them comfortable. The 
restaurant fs well supplied with wholesome 
food, and a glass of good ale or stout can 
also be obtained. 

When this Cuffee House was started two 
years since, many friends kindly promised 
to support it by subscribing the small sum 
of one dollara month, paying for six months 
in advance, 80 ne to save trouble in collect- 
ing. But during the past few months sub- 
scriptions have not been asked for, as the | 

lace became almost self-supporting when 
the harbour was tilled with shipping. Now, 
however, the Committee find it necessary 
to again appeal to their friends for support. 
‘That this establishinent in appreciated by 
the class for whom it is intended is 
evidenced by the fact, that during the six 
ths ending ist December 1887 it was 
Visited by 8,104 men, and during the past | 
fortnight 783. men have spent a portion 
of their time there, ‘This we think is ample 
proof that such an Tustitation is wanted, 
and it will be a great pity, if ft is allowed 
to collapse for the want of pecuniary 
port. - Subscriptions and Dunatious will bo | 
thankfully received by the Hon, Secretary, | 
W.R. Crrles, Eoq., H.B.M. Viee-Consul, | 
and by Mr. ©. Thorne, and we hope that | 
many, who take an interest in our seafaring 
friends, will assist with their contributions. 


NOTES FROM NATIVE PAPERS. 


One cf the Mancht authoritiee in the 
extreme north recommends the exploitation 
of the gold mines of the Moh River near 
the Kirin-Russian frontier. Li Kin-yung, 
fan experienced mining official, has been 
sent to Shanghai to make arrangements ; 
and an American mining engineer named 
Ché-rh (? Jolly) has been sent for from 
Jého to examine the mines. It is proposed 
to raise in the first instance a capital of 
‘Tis. 200,000 for machinery, river steamers, 
&c., as the Russian steamer freights, on the 
Aur are too exorbitant. 

The Kiangsi Government has pi 
that native opium taxation should be farmed 
out. by the Kiukiang native Customs to 

ive speculators pending further arrange- 


ments. 

‘The District’ Magistrate of Shanghai has 
bean offering up sincere official prayers for 
rain, the country around having become 
parched for want of moisture. ‘The marked 
or ; The mark 










































‘The sale of office under the new 
Yellow River subscription has realised 
about ‘Tis. 300,000 during the first two 
months’ transactions. 

‘Another curious feature in Chinese life 
is reported in the native press. A difticulty 
having been found by a good-looking hump- 
j backed girl in procuring a husband, the 
| gobetween discovered that an identical 
| difticulty prevented a certain hump-backed 
young man from getting a wife. She ac- 
Zordingly arranged a match; but, a8 each 
party was of very eligible quality in other 
respects, each of the respective parents in- 
sisted upon obtaining a surreptitious view 
, of the amorous one on either side. The 
! go-between accordingly arranged that the 

rl should be interviewed as she sat at 
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her spinning-wheel with her hump deftly 
inserted ina hole in the mud wall, whilst 


the man was introduced as he was edn 
ducting home a water-buffalo, and leaning: 
over its neck with his rain-coat negligently 
thrown over his ‘The marriage took 
place, and it then became too late for 
tergiversation, as it had been endorsed by 
law. 


The sales of Tamsui tea at Amoy for the 
year have been 455,000 boxes, and there 
Were, at last advices, only 13,000 boxes un- 

ld.’ ‘The first season's teas in some cases 
fetched a profit to the Chinese dealer, but 
the losses on subsequent crops averaged 
$10 a pecul (four wee) ‘The Newchwang, 
and § ‘ai export trade in sugar 
goods from Amoy has not been unprofitable. 

The Shén Pao says that a French gentle- 
man from Tientsin has recently interviewed 
the Nanking Viceroy, and offered to turn 
the Wusung forts into ironclads for Ts. 
6,000,000. “The Yih-rén Luh says that 
British fir has contracted with the Chiiese 
Government for the supply of $2,000,000 
worth of guns and ammunition. 

At the instance of the Foreign Board the 
Canton Viceroy has issued a proclamation 
through the provincial Judge, warning the 
native police that they are not to lay traps 
for criminals who may have escaped to 
foreign territory, but that they must apply 
for their extradition in lar form. 

‘The Shén Pao gives the following account 
of Mr. E. L, B. Allen's conflict with a 
tiger near Amoy, Taking advantage of the 
respite from his official du allowed 
to him for his fortnightly abluti officials, 
washed at least every ten days in the 
palmy days of Chinese civillsation), Mr. 
Allen's generous indignation was aroused 
uring his walk at the stories he heard of 
‘a certain tiger's ravages. Purchasing a calf 
as bait, he stationed himself at night in the 
vicinity, and before long the tiger sprang 
forward, his jaws dripping with lnstfut 
saliva as he observed the calf. Mr. Allen 
took the opportunity to empty the contents 
of two barrels into the tiger, which then 
moved off. Shortly afterwards Mr. Allen 
came across some vil engaged in feast- 
ing off the flesh of a boiled tiger, and the 
skin and bones were already in the market. 
It is presumed that this tiger was the one 
Mr, Kien shot, (but it is not stated who 
finally got the skin). "i 

The Yih Wén Luh says that a Govern- 
ment Hospital or Asylum for the Blind 
has been established at Peking under the 
management of an Englishman. 

‘The Acting Viceroy Yiilu acquits the 
Soochow Silk Conpteoter, the Hwai-an 
Prefect, and the Chao-wén Magistrate of 
the grave charges made againat them by 
the Gensor, but recommenda them all for 
penalty, "He recommends the cashiering 
of the Magistrate of Ch‘ang-shuh, against 
whom charges of cruelty and misgovern- 
ment are telly proved. ‘One of the charges 
proved is that he suspected literary mai 
‘of old local family, named Zie Sih-che, of 
sending to the Shén Pao an account 
certain rebellious doings by Taoist priests, 
did beat the said Zie, and probably had 
malignant motive in so doing; but as Zie 
effected his escape from detention, and his 
mother undertook to keep him safe, the 
‘Magistrate forbore to go to the root of the 
charges against the said Zie. 

‘The Yiinnan Viceroy reports the castiga~ 
tion of the Chanta Burmo-Yiinnan frontier 
tribe of China, bordering on the Nank‘an 
Burmo-Yiinnan frontier tribe of Burma, as 
complications were threatening, and the 
foreign troops had advanced as far: as 
Nank‘an. 












































eet 
of improving the Soochow Creek, this time 
at the Municipal Couneil office. 

‘The Shi Pao gives a specimen of the new 
Tis, 1,000,000 scrip at Tis. 100.8 share for 
the extension of railway between Yen 
Chwang, Taku, and Tientain, ‘The scrip is 
transferable by registration at the Com- 
pany’s office, aud recites that all further 
extension railways within about 100 or 150 
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nile? radiur of Tientin will be under. the 
’s management. . The capit 
the 'avpting-Yen-chwang Railway is Tis. 
* 250,000. 
‘The same paper prints a report from the 
Ili authorities announcing that the Kal- 
muck General Kalchungi attached to the Ili 
staff has been succesaful in inducing over 
4,000 Kalmucks, detained in Russia for 
debt, to return to their Chinese allegiance. 
‘The payment of debts and other expenses 
amounted to Tls. 12,000 and the Russians 
Wore liberal in providing every facility for 
the exodus. Over 7,700 had already been 
by the Tartar-General Kinshun, 


fore.. 

“The Hu Pao says the Foochow Govern- 
ment. has al offered $20,000 in set- 
tlement. of the Fuh-an missionary case to 
enable the missionaries to rebuild their 
chapel ;:troops have also been sent to the 
neighbourhood to assist in making the 
necessary arrests, 

‘A singular murder case has been sent 
under mandamus from Honan to the Board 
of Punishments, ‘The guilty wife is only 

ears of age, her paramour 22, and the 
mu are hinbaud 14. 

e ai Magistrate is giving @ 
theatrical pesformanee to the gods by way 
of thanks for the rain, and is ow ofering 
up prayers for snow.” Sovchow has been 
visited with a bounteous fall of snow. In 
the Altai region (Hamil) the snowfall has 
eon 0 heavy as to have caused consider- 
able loss of life among both human beings 
and stock, ‘The region around Hankow 
iss atill parchied, and fears are entertained of 
a famine unless matters mend soon. 


recov 
bet 








- The-Hw-Pao-saya-that permission has 
been cbtained from the Foreign Board for 
Mr. Little's steamer ta make one single 
trip up the rapids with passengers, but 
without cargo, it being Understood ‘that, 
even if she be successful, the question of 
opening Chungking is to be separately 
discussed. 


The Sui-shih Ho, or Rubble River, ex- 
cavations began a month ago, and a 24 feet 
deep channel will have to be dug out in 
order to take the Lake waters into the Old 
Yellow River Bed. 

‘Travelling is reported to be dangerous a 
few miles outside of Wuch‘ang city. ‘The 
country people have been for some time 
subsisting on a sort of truffle or root called 
mi-féng-tsz, or ‘“honey-bee;” but these 
are now exhausted, and the grain stores of 
the well-to-do are being attacked by bands 
of hungry marauders. 

‘The Japan Correspondent of the Shén 
Pao says that the government is having 
trouble with the young radical party, which 
objects to the obsequiousness to foreigners 
and the extravagant expenditure of Count 
To, The people are ground down by ex: 
cessive and irritating taxation, the Press 
is forbidden to allude to the meetings which 
have been held, and there is a good deal 
of popular murmuring and revolutionary 
menace. 

‘The Shih Pao says that over Tis. 1,000,000 
have already been subscribed towards the 
Yellow River sale of titles fund. It is 
estimated that 20,000 stacks of millet stalks: 
will be needed in order to stop the great 
gap, each stack requiring 50 large carts to 

ming it to the spot. So far, the utmost 


exertions hare not succeeded in collecting, 
more than 30 stacks a day. Already ‘Tis. 
8,000,000 in money or rice have been 
diverted or appointed to this relief and 
labour fund. Superstition is said'to have 
directly caused the disaster, for the story 
is repeated that the River Viceroy Ch‘éng- 
fu neglected to take warning on the ground 
that the day was an “opening” day un- 
suited for the proposed measures. The 
Governor of Shantung estimates that he 
will incur an extraordinary expenditure of 
Tis. 1,800,000 in digging parallel channels, 
cutting off curves in, and strengthening the 
banks of the Shantung channel in readiness 
for the restored river to sweep itself a good 
channel. On the other hand the people 
of Ts‘ao Chow in Shentung are-said to be 
arming themselves with a view to resisting 
the re-appearance of the unweleome visitor, 
An express has (according to the Hw Pao) 
been received at Peking from the Governor 
of Honan announcing the arrival of the 
Imperial Commissioner Li Hung-tsuo, and 
the death by drowning of 4,000 coolies. It 
appears that 2,000 bamboo rafts had been 
1 with stones in order to create a pay 
(which seems to here mean a breakwater.) 
No svoner had the rafts reached the middle 
of the stream than they were engulted 
with three mandarins and 4,000 men, 

‘The Silk Controller at Soochow has been 
removed from his post, but it is said that 
he was no worse than his predecessors, and 
that he is in reality a victim to the spite of 
one of his suburdinates whose peculations 
he was endeavouring to limit, < 























COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE, 


PIECE GOODS. —During the in'erval under reviow our market has been very quiet but firm. There are still buyers at about pro} 
i diepoved to advance on them, aud Importer 
0 dealers too a 




















to fiud an explauatiou for the rm: 
ome cargo, 
side of the acoous 
‘anid thie will always 
‘sumption of both 8 Ibs, 
tue it 








with th- exceptis 









it certainly cannot, 
jek Sheethys winy perhaps, 
mes he 











javing beou declared by the Custowe during the interval. 
between the Chamber of Commerce figures and th 
irregularity of the di 

for 30th Jane, were vot ver 
in Grey Shirtinga, aouse 50,000 pieces will probab 


jequite put astop, for the prevent, to 

purcuase of Goods, but we « ‘1 

have been tory thie 
Woollens have not shown any 
























pot very accurate, 
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ublished by the Chamber of Commerce for th 


tly got mixed up with (: 
tly iu accordance with the Customs 


ted to account for over 100,000 pirces uf each 


Suaxouas, 19th January, 1588. 





ot forcing saler, as priove now, except iu a fow 





wop up, in order to protect their large 





textiles, 1g eon dealt 
the speculative Money in anid to 
k much will be done uoi w Year 











whore 





ry 





nit ev 
va of improvement yet, aud the addition of auother 


and is 
of coms 
arrived: 





turn of the 30th Jun 





steamers that 





tics compiled from the Customs Daily Returns, are more 
"a makes it very difficult to account for them—in fact it luoks decided!y as thougls 


ly be accounted for as ‘additionala” uot yot declared, but it is bard 
1g 100 000 pieces, as it has always beou customary to gi 
at, of course, does not appear in the Chamber 
f Printed T-Cloths, 

‘unless returus are made to the Chamber ast 
oths, White Shirtinga ant Handkerchic 
thin instance, be expec! 

to a anall extent, auawer for the 
vat even then you wont 





the Chinese crodit for’ carrying over 


ks. ‘The other wost striking differeuces are on the other 





inties aud other printed. Goode, 
‘Tho lovel cou 











nm thought to be much lan innaton, 
‘of these texti falling of in 
12 0 called one 





tered at the 


m to be 
Customs, Aitogethor these returus cannot be considered satisfactory, although the figures in a good many instances are uot #0 muck 


out, 


Bhirtings.—8,4ibs.— Business hn 





is 
aay, $1,464 for Lion and Spear No, 78, $1.55 for Ke 
strong for all qu 
‘book by 1,500 
much favor and weut low 


for Silver Scroll, Kates ars 
6 tbs, aro 












to. ’ 
and 1,500 pieces 
‘T-Cloths. 






—Knglish,—No sales bave been annot 









holds 
10s,—30 bales Empress at $46.00; 
New Great Eastern, at F074, City of 


‘at 360 ; 240,—5 bales Alécandra at 362. 








ithough no sales have been repor: 
-reed have beon taken *to arrive” ; 
—7-lba, — Blue Rhinoceros and Unicora TIX at $1.15 aro the ouly sales reported privately, bat there is a better enquiry, aud the 
‘auction to-day scored an adyance bot» on these aud 8 lbs., which are uot mentioned otherwi 

— English, —The market is strong for best qualities but business ix reatric'ed owin, 


t been deal 
yy.—The market ia vory atcong for 2)e , aud a fart! 
aro firm, Settlements, which have been chiefly for,Kiakiang, 

—20 bales India Mill, at $48.50; 164—10 bales Mazazone, 
Bombay at $58, Albert at ¥58i, James Greaves at $59.80, Connaught aud 


i 
at auction to-d 








at $1.40. Auction rates are rathe: 

















Importers asking higher 


Saglish. We have not heard of any busiaess, 





advance of hal 








ies -—¥1.434 for Yellow 
Red Cormorant, and "$1 69 
ily imBroved prices. 

auction especially for the better makes. 


all 10-1bs., at 2.00 for Lion, $2.02 for Two Man, ‘$2.05 for Unicorn, aud 

sales, hut other weights are steady, 

tuade at improved prices, 

\dvance, Beat are selling at $2.55. Commun have not gone quite a0 well at aucti 
ved of spot cargo, contracts have been made for distant arti 


HHH has been taken again ab 





I at higher tates, 





igher to-day. 


ise. 

‘owing to the Grmness of holders. 

n.—Nothing has been done, ae far aa we cau leara—thero is a good enquiry for Tieutsiu, but Importers are holding out for . 

ices. 7 

ligh.—The sale is published of 1,500 pieces Tai Wo Blue Stag at $1.75. Auction chops are just a shade firmer, 
uinced rf yy coutinues very firm. 










at E54.50 5 208,421 
Goolambaba, 
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78 Che H.2C. Berald. and Me Si SoC oGasetees Jami 20, 1888, . 
Fancy Goods.—There is « slightly improved demaiid for" Purkey Rede and ‘ales of some 2,000 pieoos have transpired, w 
2.10:Iia, at $1.07, Gubl Drogon, 3p-loe. at F1.65 and 4-Ibe, nt $1.84. Thero ia a better d-mind alan for Velvete, 
uch higher prices. Veleeicens, 18 in, have been soli at ¥0.11.65, nud 75 yicces Embossed at $0.31. Chintz Clothe a 
there is not much enquiry for Cotton Lastings—Black ave heen sold at £1.97.  Aualing have been taken to exteut of 10,000 pieces at 
0.534 leas 4%. 
Woollens thes ia not mach change to note in this department—Scrrlet Camlets have gone slightly hetter at auction, aud 1,000 pieces 
‘of thie color have been taken for Hor able improvement over this markets’ rate. Other colors are gi rally rather 
weaker, Long Hila show no alteration. Spanish St lower at auc ion, but thereis a good er quiry private'y, for the best, at firm 
tates, anpocally Scarlet, Laatings bare goue irregularly, but, on the whole, are no sbronger. We have oot heard of any farther aalos of 
uesian Cloth, 
























‘Metals and Miscellancons,—From Mr. Alex, Biclfeld’s Report :—My Inst circular was dated Lith inetant, Th vo'ume of business 
de ood ‘M ney ie as usual, at this. time of the year, scarce, and sales of any importance can oily be 
made payable after Ch . With regard to Merats, the /ronmonger ‘on the 3rd ulto,: Since our reoont 
thie subject the process of ‘rigging’ the metal marksts has been more actively carried on even than before, Tin, copper, ape 
‘iichsiiver have beon trken in hand by the apecalators, and values have been roshed up to abnormal, an’, wo may eay, abaard Sgarey 
‘ery few mouths ago tin was barely steady at je over 101, wh-reas it uow stands at 1662, d to be likely to go stilt 
“highe®, Nothiig has occurred iu respect of the supply, deman and enormous: aidvance—indeed, 
it is pretty openly confessed that the whole thing is » piece of speculative manipulation ou the part of « ‘Brench syndicate ;*” 
‘on the 10th alt: ‘Iron exhibited » marked tendency towards a rise in ail departments. To somé extent the bond fide inquiries 
which bave been made before the market would appear to justify this mov mt, but that it should manifest itself at this particular 
time of the year is in son cts surprising. Yet, while there may be germs o! undoubted improvement, it is feared that, unless 
mach disoretion is exercised, they will be destroyed by the influence of « heavy speculative Lusinese,  Sproulati 
of urcesaity have been affected hy the continued briekuess in tin and copper, aud to a degree the Presideuti 
States Congress has helped the * bull Notwithi information several purchases have been made during the werk, 
‘epparently with the expectation of a further rise in the values of meta’s, winch seems, Lowever, taking the careful operations of nati 
{nto consideration, ecarely justified. Miscellaneous goods have rvoei nvtances large yearly contracts 
ave been tm 
zap. A parcel of 300 tone TB, apot was purchase in the b zof the week by forvign speculators at 5.205 siuor, rates 
have dropped in sympathy wish home prices and enloe have bees tunds at 15.05 for Jaousry shipment, 
Pia Lnox.—A val ordiniary is reported made at 17.25, 
Nartxop InoN has heen indented for and ordered to the extent of nearly 6,000 tons, of which there 
portion on the way ; 100 tous No. 2 Belgian and 100 tous are reported sold at $2.20 ; other descriptions are firm at quotations. 
+ TkoN Wike. — Ls in good inquiry and 600 caske No. 16/25 and 100 casks No, 12/21 are rep: rted contracted for at $4. , 
1 gSTEEH 2000 loxes Horse chop have bern tekou op by a foreign rm at $3.79, aul 2,000 boxes Anchor were eetiled by natives 
at 33.40. 
Spavren,—Sales have been maile of 450 piculs, hard, spot at ¥4.70 and 250 picule to at 74.00. 
Srraris TiN.—There hina-boon next to nothing is line by cousumers, bat some 1,200 alabs Fuk-chok have been bought up 
by natives at £39 to F40 to he 
++ Carrey SHEATHENG apren 






























































however, only a small 


















absonce of sufficient demand to eatablish values, 
: canon, 18/22 vz., at $19.50 ; 12 cases, 16/24 o2., at ¥18,50 ; 18 oaske Composi- 
tion Naile at $23 ; and at auction, 76 piculs, old, at 10.85 ver picut, : 
> Jaraw CorPek.—Sinos sou \go small parcels were bought up for the Hume Markets, there has heen nothing of any 
consequence dove under this heading, A fow thousand piculs are now offered at about 216 for April and Slay delivery. 
Zinc Suuaturne in wanted at 16 a 16.75. 
Ware Meran an Nicks. —There bas been « fa'ling off in the demand and prices are nomi 
> “Kerosene O11, —La the beginning of the week some 2,700 ones dam ged were sold at auct at F1.38y, and -ince sal-s have been 
mado of Devoes, ex Goto gradually advancing prices, up to ¥1.45. January been sold at 1.45 to F1.474. 
short sales by foreign speculators footing ap to a good many thoussud cases, being aud becoming due this wouth, Tlie Minister of 
nold 





tled in price, 
+ Yautow Murat Sukati1xa.—Sales repo:ted 




































Afarine arrived with soine 60,000 cases. ‘The market closes firm at quotation 
sghlste"2s-—Have yted tolerahly fir, though the movement le not beet active 5 100 ewes Viens, Buttery, a 
at Je 
Wixpow G1iss—Is steady with a fa'r inquiry. 500 boxes, spot, are reported sold at $2.35. 
ona NAEDHE ~The demand has Deu light and lea of inporvance bare nob tron:pired. A parol, No. 3/7, 
at 
* abt ast Covoons have met 





report 





i. Phoenix ia 





ith more attention during the week, anit largs contracts, of which, however, pactioulars have not 
mad>, Sales re;orted are :—10,000 tins, ea. Soz , Scarlet, Boys’ Chop, at 21 5,000 tine, oa, 
il id Ac 5 5,000’ bottles, rach 2ox., Blue, Pheasant Chop, 
by 2ez., Crystal Green, Boys’ Chop, at 8 onnds. 
n, Phoarant Ci 7 6,000 tine, exch 8or., Scarlet, Joss Chop, at 18 cauds, 
ry. tales of :—25 cases, No, 5) ¥25.75;.15 cases, No. 
2/4, Doep Cat, at $55.00; 15 oases, No. p Cut, at $52.50; 10 cases, No. 3/2, Deep Cut, 
“! Wount Tasers ~-A sale of 100 cases, Boys’ chop, is reported at 75 oands. 
Coxrecrionxny.—At auction 15 cases, Bird chop, were sold at 56 cen! 
CaxDixs,—Some 1,500 boxes, 9 oz., have been booked at F1.35 to F1.37 
Rerouns or Mutais axp Suspares ign Godowns and at Public Wharves on Slat December, 1887, as returned by Foreign 
Bicms, including goods in process of shipment or landing :—Lrad, piculs 14.882 ; nailrod iron, piculs 36,833; bar irov, picule 9,251 ; 
‘s4g iron, tons 160 ; atee!, picula 2,440 ; steel bar, pioule 427 ; 1d kerosene vil, boxes 586,955, 


Oygiiam.—Closing quotations :~Malwa, uew, at F400 ; old at F410 ; Patus, now, at $358; Beuarer, new, at $356, 
















































EXPORTS. 


Loudon telegrams quote silk dull. Red Pagods 2—13/3, Blue Elephant—13/0, 
wu ¥74 per picul,-but a moderate business ouly has been pasting avd settlements for the week 


at F362) for Best No, 4 and 2315 for Gold Kilin, 









+: RaW: SILKS.—Quotatious have 
imited to 1,750 bales of all desc 
‘#ATLERS.—Purchases amouvt.to about 1,000 bak 


Haxccuows.—No bi " 
- Tavsaasts,—Settl White and Green Kshings, and 20 
Yxutiow Srixs.—Fifty bales have cha: d hand ‘$295 for Sbant 
Ariivale, Returns, from the 10th to the 18a 
Re rexis. going Am i ‘F10 per picul lower for ordinary geade 
Wit Sits, —Holdere refuse to sell at leas than $125 per pical for Tussah Raw No. 1, which buyers do not seem disposed to pay 
at present, All accounts soint to a considerable reduction in this seasou's production, - 
Waste Sirx.—Some Frisunnets Szechuen have been bought this wail at $25 down to %23 according to quality, aud Tussah Waste 
1 gud 2 at 376/72. 
Saanrune, PoxcErs —Sales of 3,000 picgts at reported at $2.62) a $2.65 fr 23/24 0 poods, 
Purchase inclues :—TsarLxes —Black Lion III at 33724, K.F.S. 1 Woman IT at yhant I at F362, 
Buffalo IL at F360, Blue Elephant at ¥355, Gold Stork at 3474, Ka-kee’ § ing at $320, Gold 
in at F315, De Vun-loel t F305. Taysaam.—White Kahings Gold Lily Fi 1g) eae at FA254, 
Green Kebings, M. at $3124, 9/12 Moss, Gold Eas le I at $250. Yert: w Sinxs —Shantung Rerrel at ¥295, Wonuyi at $225, Fuoyung 
a 3222}, Tussan.—Raw l ab $125, Ru-nee.xp Tsatiee.—Beet Chop at $447}, Market Lat $360, UL at 4350, IL at $40. 












































1887-88. 1886-87. 1885-86. 1884.85. 1883-84. © 1882.83. 
about 1,750 1,500 3,500 750 2,000 1,000 bates, 
s» 40,750 46.500 45,500 48,750 43,200 42,500 45” 
10,250 8,500 7,000 6.250 4,000 21,000 «5, 
Votal Arrivals 51,000 55,00 52,500 55,000 47,300 63,500 





t Exclusive of purchases for re-sale om shie market, 
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America, - India & f Keupt, Const & Straits, Grand Petals... 




















2,323 865, 30,544 baler, 
3 1 i 202 aid 
15 64 206 3,789. 
2.341 2,359 1,333, » 
4,039 798 git 











5,267 2,160 1,103 
* Many shipmen ent optional, Marseilles or London, 
‘Also. 2,419 picule Od Silk Wadding to Lo 



















to Cor 
and rep'rtod settlements only ainount to about 4,000 half-ohests, T. 
» auziety to pi 'g stock, and previous prices have been maintained, the ouly change to inte ie it 
“Law Common Shautam, a oop of which is reported at 6.8 yer p cul, the lowest puiut touched thie reasou, : 


‘SrocK, —9,000 half-cheats against 4,400 half-ches 6-1887 
«-) Green, —Thore has been » moderate business passing in Moyane and Teevkai d scriptions at firm prices, aud some of tle recent 
purchases shew a advance of fully balf' tael per picnl for chops with auy quality. 

Bingaueya have been in good demauil, the bulk of the settlements being in the better grades at from 20 a 25 wer pioul, whewing 


im (cise 
1K. — 33,000 hall-cheats against 10,296 half-cheats in 1886-1887. 

ae ‘SUMMARY OF SETTLEMENTS SINCE LAST MAIL, 

Sa Pingsuey }30 half-chests at 13} a $25 per plou!, 

| Moya 197 ow AT * 
3,105 ” w IT 4 24 
606 1 1310 4, 16h 
160» ve 2h 
EXPORT OF TEA FKOM SHANGHAI AND YANUTZE FORTS, 

From commencement of season to dati 




























. 1887-88. 1886-87. 
Black. Green, Total. Black. Green. Total. 
51,258,062 ee 1 MS EAE tae: 68,377,610 Ibs. 64,526,419 Ibs, 6,657,151 Ibs, 71,183,570 Ibe, 
'2,071.400 12,071,400 ,, 11,616,300 ,, 9 11,616,300 










7 41256,911 5, 12,129,084), 16,386,805.) 
Wheelock & Co.'s report :—Little change has taken 


77.851 4, 15,056,416 , 18,434,267 5, 
juce the date of our last freight report, Sth inatant ; 













about the samo condition as when we then wi xno improvement to note in Coal freights from 
sed ‘amply Gilling present requ’ . 
The rate by the next B. Agamemnon 





“Is booking Ten at£lan 50 . ¢ ear on Saturday, 21st be succeeded by exme Company's 
steamer Brllerophon 5 1. 
or New York, vi —No steamer in port on the berth, ‘The Union Line s.8, Lord of the Ia 
expected lore from ‘oxrgo ou board and will recsive prompt despatoh. tates have remained 
ined over £16 por ton f-0-b, 430, pre ton. General cargo, from £12 to £16 per tou foeeb 40s, 
£12 per ton f.».. 35s. per ton, The s,s. Mogul ir also di ly next mouth from Japan rt 
ooking onryo at anime figures, Direot—Tie American ship Hclipee, 1,536 tous regiater, the only ailing 
ling at 228. Gd. per 40 cubic feet. “ 
i ‘Canal . Laertes (vid Foochow aud Swatow) on the 7th, Glen Line 8.8: Glenorchy (vid 







































8 Ching Wo (vi Foochow) on the Lith, and Holt’s 2.8, Hector (vid Foochow) on the 15th instant, 
2 C ‘The s.*. Sussex (vid Amoy) on the 16th in * 
* Quotation ng to S: wed. Chietvo to Swatow, 10 ML senahs per pioul, nominal, Negesaki to 









Sbapgbai, $1.00 por ton of Coal net, for steamers : $1.00 ox whip, for sailing veseele, no engi 
(Bese rates include any cargo hence to Negasaki for Charterer a econ Feel 












‘wore invited, aud clos d: 

“nd Takasiara Eup Coal to ‘Majraty’s ships 

‘arriving at this'port, Canprry :—Nothing a' iru at our quotation—uone on wife 
Wollongong —A steamer cargo about 1, 700 tou sold at $7.25 per tou ex Godown. Nawcasrze, N.S. WW. 

alteration to report. Jaran :—Tbe uaual ‘business doing—nothing fresh to reco d, . 

er to . 


ow aecret 













ex ship 1) + Karate; ox ahip (vest) 
“Japan, Takasina Lump, ex godown, 450°, - | Keelung, ex ship. 
(The abo ua are for cargoes, and do tot reprerent rates for smull lnts ez yodown, which fluctuate with che supply and. demand. ) 
A during the fortnight have beon :—Miiké Lump, 2,898 tone; Takasima Dust, 3,349 tone ; Keelang, 541 tone 5: Mixau, tape, 
2,938 tonn; Iuspako, 910 tous ; Tekasima Lawp, 1/150 tous j Bliiké small, 600 tone ; total, 12,996 tous, 
‘A varied business bas been done in the past nine days. Hongkong Banke recovered, having beon done at 150} per cont. 
16l for Set March, 162 for April, and 154, 1544 aut 154 for cash, Mutual Stoumns have brought £10," Lado Olinas 
taut and Shanghai Tug-Boats $90 ex div. [a Iusurances, North-Chinas have changed hands at 266g, Cautone at $72, 
F113, Hongkong Fires at $365 and 3674, aud China Fires at $73, 72 aud 73, Pootung Dro won sold at F123 an 
Jane 4.120 for cash ; Bootung \Wharts at F114, 112 for Slat instant, 1114 and 111 for cash Bagh Gas. shares 0b. -. 









































"82025 ©: ts at $474 ; Shoridan Mines at-¥160 ; and Shanghai Waterworks at £29, excl 4, . The Shanghat 
‘Tog-bont Gu. hae t. for the past quarter, wh jonda for the past half-year have been declared by-the 
Shi ns Co, of 6% 5 of 275 the Pootung Dook 5%: the Pootung Wharf aud Godowu Oo, of 67; aud 





Exchange.—A {sir business has been done for the mail avd rates have been steady, bint close very strong. Native interest is mace 0.4, 
‘equal to 14 per couk, por anuuman ; but money is really much dearer. Bar ailver in 44;'g., Couvcil Drafts were allotted at 1/5. 


Darty Quorarions. 
ig ak fs (Brom Moaxrs, Morties & Fergusson’s Weekly Circular.) 


| ‘Ow Loxpox. France, New Yorx. 











‘T/Leauafers. 





Bauk 4 m/s, | Credite 4 m/s. | Docty. 4m’s,| - Franc $/* | Dooty. 4 m/s. 











Lowest. Highest. Cowest, Highest |Gowest, “Highest |Iowest, Hignost. Lowest, Highest. | Lowest, Highest 






















Thorstay, 12h | $9 $3) 44a 44E) 24d AAE | 44E 45 15.57/50 5.57/5.60) 93 RR 
1ath,.. 43g 431] 44, 44h] 443 442) 445 4.4] [557/5.60 5.57/5.60, 93 93 
Saturday, 14 43] 432) 44) 445] 44g 443) 449 4.45 5.56/5.50 93) 93 
Monday, 16sb, 432° 492 | 44h 44h] 44g 4.92) 442 445 5.56/5.59) 98h 93 
Tuord: Ciba ie aeribieer 5.57/5.60 551/560) 93 88 
w 4.35 4460 449] 44) 44z | 45 5.37/5. 15.60, 93 93. 
43g 4.35 | 445 444] 442 44g | 447 ih 5.56/5.59 93¢ 93 

iH i 4h 4b | Se 445 | 44a 45 5.56/5,59 93°98 
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AUCTION SALES, 
Lave comprised the following Goods :— 


orrepending wesk Correpauaing weak 
For the interval. Previous $ days, For the interval, Previous 4 days, 3 


1485 yo. agnies 15460 pon. snd 34,000 pes. 80 poe ageinet 90 pox, wd " pos, 
520 ” 





the inte 


Auctions fo 

























18 non 
Corton Goes. * 


—1,800 pieces ; Red Peacock ¥1.383/383, Black Tea Caddy X.X 1.503, Blue Duck 1.534/514, 
nd Blve 2-Tea Caddy 21.714 





14 
at keto om 12th instant 
Gre; 8. .—825 pieces ; 70 Mun ¥0.974/974, Blue 3-Students ¥1.023 
“Tite tbe — 2,10 pire 5 Blue Loyal Son $1,293, Bive Britannia X1.29, Blue 4 Sater F134, and Blae Three Students m4, = 
‘Two Man ¥1.37/31, House F1.393/40, ‘Blue Loyut 62, Blue Britannia F1,483, Blue 4 Sister 
"gh 3j, Mad Loynd Sou Blcosy/o4h. Ble donble ‘Shield ¥i502, fed Witte FLOHS, Hed Tloee Students L805, 
Five Brothers’ a G1}, Painted Three students SLOME3E- 
Bine Loynt Sow ¥1.633/64%. Blve Britannia ¥1,634/683, Red Loyal Son ¥1.87, Red Britannia 1.883, 
if, nnd Red Four Sister ¥2.14/154, 
et Loynt Sou ¥2 174/18, aut Gold Britannia $2.19/194. 
000 pieces ; Puinted Three Students $2.254/263. 
iquirrel O, $2.27, Stay and Flay ¥2.334/333. i 74/378. 
piscen; Blue Hoi ei EL bi, oud dull 152/524, Blue Double Lighthouse bright 


Ouse 
ck and Gold 3 Students 1.75/16 
ouble Lighthouse bright ¥2.024/034, 
2.54]. 


ite and Gold Three Stulents ¥2.00, Ket To Sister $2.00}. Re 

ht ¥2.13f, dull ¥2.12/123, and Green and Golet 3-Students (Lrinvon) F2 

pieces : Blue Britannia ¥1,04, Blue Loyal Son $1,024, Blue 3-Studente $1.10, Blue Lion 1.14, Red touble 
juclents $1.35/353, 

3 Painted Aa Students F1.59}. 



















ieces 5 


dull 81,07); fed and Gokt Star bi 
Cloths —7. 


lo! 
Shield As and Rei 




















on ‘37%, Dewhuret Eagle X.X. ¥1.491, an 
pieces ; Brilaynia $2.56}/58, aud Old Man Head $2.74; 
“235 pieces feunning Deer 2.13/12). 
English, 14- 20 pieces ; Lion and Olowl ¥2.413/49%, and Old Man Head ¥2.634/633- 
ish, 8-lbe.—670 pieces ; Peacock ¥1.28, Two Squirrel #1 
Teh-Lee, ov 13th instant — 
i Von No. 2 Black 22in. Y0.11, 1. 
‘reo Aan, 24's, ¥1,00/023. 























5y450 pieces Red Lion $1.51, Silver Lion 1.54/55, Red Buffalo F1.55}, Red Ram 1,58, Red 


Blue Hayle ¥2.25]253, Blue Mandarin Boat ¥2.333/338. 
iecor ; Green Kam F1.034/03). Blue Flying Horse F1.13§/14, and Sun Zi 
260 pieces ; Blue Kam ¥2,28: F) 





Alan Horse and Bow ¥2.443/45. 


af 4 pieces ; Lion on Bale ¥1.50}/:03, Green Lion A, ¥1.61/614, Dewhurst Lagle, 21.69/69}, ditto 


pieces 0.0. F1. Poin. 
50 pieces Blue Horse A.A. $2.30}/39}. 
800 pieces Blue Horee BB. 42.362, aul Blue Sun ¥2.35. 
At Euro, 18th inetant— 
Shirtings—5,4 lbr.—2,700 yicom ; Red Pencock ¥1.30%, Blue Duck TLS14/s12, Black Tea Caddy XX. ¥L.51/514, Blue 

Tea Caddy D.D.D. $1-054/60} Blue Belt ¥1.694/89}, avd Blue 2-Tea Caddy ¥1.713/72. 

~1,260 pivcos | Bluc 2-Bell A.A. $2.12}, ditto B.W. 42.083, ditto MAM, 2,032.04}, ditto S.S. 1.98/99, and Blue Tea 
waldy D: ‘2 . $2. 145. 

Shirtings. —61-reed 


260 pieors Red Tea Caddy ¥1.55. 
Teithe 71h pieces ; Red Ten Caddy F1.14/ an 
Drilia.~-Englah, 14 1be.-160 pioses Flying Dragon 37/374 
Turkey Beds.—900 pisces ; Mandarin dibs, ¥1-17}, See 10 214/224, Albs, 1.514, and Gold Lion Albe F146, 


At Yuen-fong, this morni 
8) 6 

















rt pieces ; Tico Man ¥0.963/97, Blue 3-Stwlenta 1.064. 
2,100 pieces ; Blue Loyal Sou ¥1.27, Blue Britannia ¥1,283/29|, Blue 4. 






fister F1.334, and Blue Three Students 








“M1373. 
a phat tba 7,960 pieces; Two Man %1.363/37, House ¥1.414/42, Blue Loyat Son ¥1.473, Blue Britannia %1.483/49}, Blue 4-Sister 
F1.50, Blue 


Students $1 64), Ked Loyal Son 1. S84, Blue double Shicid $1.549/05, Red double Shield W108, Red Three Stidevts F159, 
Five Brothers ¥1 624/62}, Painted Three Strdente 

be.—2.600 pi ‘Bue Britannia E69, ited Loyat Son FL874/8T5, Red Britannia ¥1.89/80|, Red Thee Students 
171.003/2.00, Hed Four Stater ¥2.14/143, and Chop Dollar ¥2. 054/033. 
10;'s-Ibs. —850 pleces ; Painted Loyal Son $2.174, anil Gold Britannia $2.19. 
000 pieces ; Puinted Three Students ¥2.25/253. 
0 pieces ; — C. $2.25, Nine Lions $2.31, Stag and Flag ¥2,33/33}, avd Soldier 2.36/36}, and Painted Nine 


Whito —G4-reed, 4,100 pieces ; Blue House bright ¥1.543/543, aud dull 1.523, Blue Double Liyhthouse bright 
91.57/57}, aud 1. oe ‘sad Bad and Gold 3 Seadete BIS, 
j2sreed,—4,320 pieces ; White and Gold Three Stwlents 2.003, Red Two Sister ¥2.003/01, Red Double Lighthouse bright 
‘m2 024/024, dull ¥2.02/025, Red and Gold Star bright $2.14}, dull ¥2.143, and Green and Gold 3-Studente (lrishee) $2.54; 
‘E-Cloths.—7 lbv,—1,410 pieces ; Bive Britannia ¥1.04}, Blue Loyal Son F1.083, Blue 3-Students 21.093, Blue Lion 1.15, Red 
double Shield $1.20, ani Re 3-Studrnte $1. 36/963. 
8-Ibs.—750 piecus ; Blue Lion ¥1.373/384, Dewhurst Bagle X.X. F149}, snd Painted 3-Students $1.62, 
Dritle,— Logis, 14 tbe. 390 picoe Black Flag Ohi f F1.523, Britannia $2.69, and Old Man Head ¥2.32/12) 
H-lbe.—150 pieces Renning Deer $2.121/14. 
ge tai igiah, L4lla.2-260 pieces ; Lion anid Cloud %2.40}/40}, and Old Man Head 2.644, 
Feans.—Zrplish, B-ibs.—510 pieoss ; Peacock ¥1.284, Two Squirret 1.794/79%. 














Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Jas, 20,1688, BheA-€, Sevald-and wr €- & C. Gazette 

















81 
WOOLLENS. 
Avietions— Scarlet, | 0k, Blue,| Gentian, [anenso4] Oran (40%, JlivnitelParple| Black. [Poet el 



















Th, ‘Te, ‘The, Th, | Tle, | The, 


E-wo, 11th inst. 

























Long. file, HDB. 5.06 5.10 ‘ 
20 20 140 
0.40.7 
6 2 
6 
410.20 ii 
30 
b 10.225 i 
lea, 20 20 x. [90 
Nive Old M. S12§n5 | 910 8.624 
*, 4o 10 
Lovg El,@-6.L. p.p| 5.95 
Lasting ee Bt 20 300 
stings, G.GLR. p.p. ‘ 
Bales, pos, | 200 
200 
o.ssifiiy | 0.97 
i 180 












pe 
ev, 12h mek. 
Carlet, 00. P- Pe... 
ales, 

Deve np 




















0.42.9/48 | 0.61.9) 
rey 6 














Se Eine | 10.778 | 9.65/72 | 
Ue, nb, ). Z | 
ee Dephaek, BP pH ef 










pos. 
» Swan, pp. 


9.67/65 | . 9.19 
Sales, pos. 60 | 
Duck pp] 948 | 8.79 
Sal 60 





8, S'pes, C.P.H. p.yd. 
Saleo, pos 
(0%, 17th ina. 











Pao. P 
Comets, 58. Monat says - 
8.66 
30 





BBs 


0.43/4ig 
12 











0.407 
24 





‘E-wo, 18th inat, 
Long Bild D.Bp.| 4.96/974 


Sales, vos... 
8, Stipes Siglo W'haia)’ 0.454 
























































ed 
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* Sales, pes. 
8p. Stripes, X.P. Wan} 
‘Bales pos, 
YoaN-Foxs, 19h 
Camlets, 3.5.G.p. 10.124/15 | 10.073/05 
Salon, os. 80 30 
o O.6M 10.274/30 | 10.174 
40 20 
is 917} | 9.20/25 
su 40 
Sales, poa....| 
Long Ells,G.G.L.,p.p.| 5.30/28 4 
Salen, pes...) 140 180 
oo | + |, 390 
6.974 cae 
x 100 
Os7i/a73 | 0.48 
| 12 180 
JiN-MER, eame day, T 
Camiets, Dove, p.po | 9.00 908 3. . ass | .. ‘ee 
Sale | 40 w . . | » | 100 
.C. pp| 5.00 P a . re ieee 
| 100 i Preece é % é 200 
0S ————————————————————————EEEe 
SUNDKIES. Quorations, 
Tame Tame. | Vm  Tante 
157.5 @ 1625 abel 
1575 ,, 1625 | per piel] 48.0.@.50.0 
68.0.0 oy seen ” 4.5.0-45 470 
390 4, 410 
460 ,, 480 ° 500 , 620 
360 4, 3.7.0 | 4.6.0 4, 4.8.0 
6.00 4 0.0 40.0 ,, 2.0 
27.0 4, 28.0 B10 5, 390 
3.40 4, 3.5.0 270 5, 29.0 
4000 ,, vom, 3.2.0 4, 34.0 
40.0.0 {! 36.0.0 | ~ 28.0 4, 300 
40.0.0 5, 36.0.0 | ‘eu lack “ 1820 5, 157.0 
1 Whit. Es 2550 5, 27.7.0 
rer ton | 280.0 ,, 2350 | 280 \, 320 
ms 20.50 ,, 21.0.0 320 \, 420 
* 17.0.0 }, 195.0 | Saran W 2.40 4, 28.0 
Nampa 45.0 \, 55,0 
Inox Wine, Nos, Ha 2h. 335 4, 340 | 520 1, 7.0.0 
” » Ma 375 ,, 3.8.0 | 160.0 ,, 18.0.0 
rs 18 0 3.6.0, 3.85 
2.8.0 ,, 295 
Mareues— 
240 Swedish Safety, Red and Bleck 12.5.0 
220 Phosphor ” 13.0.0 
2.2.0 Pareffine ” 14.00 
225 Japanero 105.0 
2.10 Virnua Bs * 16.0.0 
200 Kxxoxune— Dero 1.45 
2.7.0 Fuuxr Sroxes 0.6.7 
F 10.5.0 
EA Dom 10.7. 
1.R aut Enthoven 5.00 28°. 
Other brands 49.0 Chinkiang. 2.3.0 
Hivxs—Cow 11.0.0 


























Brocxs—Sold and unsold, cleared and uncleared, in hands of, or under the control «f Foreigners on lat ulto,, as per returns farniehed to the 
‘Suaxowsr Guxrkat Cuawper or Commence and pablished by the Secretary, 

Est'ted Stocks Batted Btock 

h of Com. based on u. of Com, dazed. on Ch, 
returns for “of Com, rolurme for “of Com, 

Slat Dec, retirme of 30th, 

Ther.” June, 1867, 
271,843 194,767 
. 23,150 35,714 
. 80,160 79,253 
m 21,482 18,160 
* 5,911 9.624 

f 339, 


4468 
45.332 
3,314 
10,367 


18,776 
ee 
: 
11,483 
43,734 

750 
200,885 222,018 
50 












Printed T-Cloths 
Printed Twills 
‘Turkey Reds Shit 













‘T-Cloths, 7-Iha, 
»"Gibe Bombay 





ies 
Cotton Yarn, Bombay 
English 
Spanish Stripes 
‘Medium & Broad Clothe. 















pe 
Cotton & Italians. 
Lustres, Plata 




















15,301 
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Sratement of Imports and Deliveries of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods for the interval ending 18th Jax. 
1888, compiled from the “Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 7 to 14, both numbers inclusive. 











Re-Exports axp taxin Destixatioss, 








Goons, 















eld | J|ilele 
al ale) alatdle 
218 lé elelils 
738) wae les | 
325] 
“ais 
60, 


2 
Sp. 8 





Broond 


Era 


jeddivin maul 
Combate 
Long lle 
Laatings 


“88 





s 



















































































‘Toran Drtavenies, s 
nunc. I 


ane, 
‘OF lar JULY, 1887, 
Koopa, 





For Year | Against inst | For Year | Aguinat ast 
Yearvame 











from Ist frou it tame | tat sate 
gay. toee, | term | say 'nts, | 7*temn” | ptinated, | yer 
62,545, 25,080 36,690 85,939 866 983 | 1,221,820 
‘9'080 7.635 2,000 32045 | 271,730 | "317.030 
2,365 820 1,920 14.463 71,350 | 103,410 
12,738 4,295 68 |. 
‘ 2145 15 
'300 
510 460 
60 
2,510 620 | 
880 2,495 | 
1 ed! Shin ting 1,390 100 wai 
Bio. & Spot, Site,, White preci a ae 4 


on, Dyed. “Yo 110 



































f inetading Hgteh ord Dasoh 12.05, & ae aa zs a 
. ive of undeclared Cargous por Glenarchy, Peshawar Neckar, Hector, Neneoe, Yangtet, Ballaarat and Agamemnon, 
Tupor Cargoes docared tna week? Tetamon, fg bias 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSGRIPT.. © = >. 


_ | Bxemavor,—OaLondoi—Telegraphic Travater, 4«, 341. Bank Bille; demand, 4s. 4a, Bank Bille;i4 mouths’ sight, & Firat-Class 
Credits to Banks, 4 monthe’ sight, 42..4j.; 6 monthe’ sight, 44. 5Jd, Private-and Documentary, 4 mouthe’ 4. Sde; Emonthe aight, 
4a. Bil. On France—Bank Bills, demand, Fes, 5.45; Credita and Documentary Bills, 4 mont it, 5.57776 niouthe’ aight, 5 60, 
York—Crodité and Docurnentar t, 93. On Hongkong—Telegraphic Transfers, 273; Private Bille, 3 daye, 
jeutta, Re. 3043. Bullion—Gold Bar, Pekin, 98 touch, $223. Silver Bare, 

Taterest, mace 0.40. 
Snanxs.—Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corpurution,—Shares have beon in atrong demand. Cash aales have been made at 154 to 1544 por 
ent, 1 reinium, and business lias been doue at 1617 prem. for 3lst March and 162% prem, for 30th April. ° Cash shareschanged hands to-day 



































at 154% prem, r 
ali hai Fug Boat Co., Ld, A dividend of 2 per cout for the quarter was paid ou the 14th instant, Shares have chauged hande “st 
ox div. : 

Indo-China Steam Navigation Co., Ld.—Business is reported at $33 for delivery on the 31st current, . 

China Shippers’ Mutual 8, N. Co, Ld.—Sharea bave been sold at £10, 

Shanghai tk Co —The accounts for the half year to 3ist December sented and passed at a meeting of shareholders held on 
the 13th current, The Re Fund shews m of $16,300 at credit, and balance of 5,732.36 at credit of working sccouut, A 
dividend of 2 per cent was on the 14th inata st, —Shares are wanted at quotations, 

Pootung Co.—The accounts for the balf year to 3let December presented and passed at a ‘ing of sharehold: Id on the 
13th ivatunt, The Reserved Fund stands at $2,900, aud there is a balance of $83.28 at vredit of worl account, A dividend of 5 per 
crut was paid on the Lith instaut,—Shares have been sold at $125 to $123 for cash aud at $128 to $127 for 30th January, Acash sale was 
nade treday at ¥120, 

‘Shanghai Gas Co.—A di 
at F202 ex di 

Compagnie du Gaz.—There are buyers at quotations, 

North China Insurance Co., La.—Bu-iness has been dc 

Union Insurance Society of Cunton, Ld.—Shares are wanted at $374, 

Yanytsze Insuronce Association, Ld.—A sale at £113 has been effected, 

anton Insurance Ofice, Ld.—Sharea have been placed st $72, ex. div. 

Hongkong Fire Insurance Vo., Ld.—Business has taken pl it $365 to $367}. Shares are obtsiual 

China Fire Insurance Co., Ld.—Shares have been +oid at $73, aud sales were made to-day at $72 and 

Straits Insurance Co,, Lad.—A dividend of 5 por oeut. for the half-year to 3lat December, was paid on the 1Gth current, 

Pootung Wharf and Godowna Co,—Sales have been made at F111} to F111 for cash, aud F112 for 3ist January, 

Co-operative Cargo Boat Co.—Siares have been placed at $47}. 

Shanghai Waterworks’ Co., Ld.—Business has been done at £29. 

Hall & Holtz Co-Overative Co.—A tranaaction is reported at £30. 





















jeud of 6 per cent fur the half year to 31st December was paid on the 13th instant.—Shares have been placed 








at $266}, and shares are wanted ou the same terme, 
d are held for $90, 














\t the higher rate. 









































| Voxinis ree Lasr Rxrorr, | Lawr Divivann, &e, | Cash Quotations, 
SHARES, No. | Value, To 7 
. To Share [When pd, : 
hviders, : Clos 
Bank. 3 
Nenghong & Shav ‘el 6n,000 | sian | tzb | * £14 129 Auge7] 154% prem, 
Now Oriental Bank Corp., La.| 54,700 | £10] £10 *3% |I8Auy.87] £11 





Shipping. 
Shanghal Tug Hoat Co., La, ,..| 1,000 | 3100 | 2100 
Yndo-China Steam Nav, Gu,ov0 | £10] iv 
ro Sh : 150 | ¥1,0u0 | $1,(00 oad 
50,000 | £20 | | £18 (£21,460.15.5 
2,560 | ‘100 | B10 | 918,760.00) 





14 Jan. £8) £90 
Lau July 87| #38 
Al July 87] ‘$300 nominal, 
4 June 67} £10 
12 July 87] 160 





31 Mar. 87 
31 Dee. 86) 
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4so| x00 | 25U0 | 716,300) 15,782.30.51 Dec.b7] 2% 14 Jan, 8) £310 
vs | ivy | A100 32900) '38¥2B|LDeoe7] HX fig Jaw. 88) 120 
Shavghal Gas Co. 2,000} x10} g100] 357, [it Dee. 86} + 6 % [13 Jan, 86] F202 
Compagnie du Gar 500 | Alou | A100 | 677,94 ‘3! Deo. 26) °Ob% | Gduly S87] 157 
duns ance ( Marine.) 
radera’ Jnsurnuce C 
Limited 24,000 | $83.33 | $25 | $600,000.00! $245,240.04): Apt. 87 20% | 5Sept.o7| $65 
5,000 | #200 | £50 /203,484.07;2433, 958.71 10Juned7] $23.65 [26 ay. 87] F260$ 
yo,ouo | zou | $20 ‘000,00! $371,597 16|s0Juwed7| +26 % [3 Nov. 07] $90 
8000 | £25 | £25 .00} Boist Mar8i] #34 % [2h duly 7] F113 
$1,000 | ¢z00 ji) bec. d6] 3% [12 Oot. 87] $214 
ge50 | “$80 Js sep.t7] 410% | 9daw. 8) $72 
giu0} $20 30Junebi] 5% |16 Jan, 88] $29 
$250 | $50 4631 Dec. 86] + 55 % 
sie | fg0 $183,738.44! 86] t 30% 
$100 | $20 $54,820.40 30June 87 
$100} $20 $60,397 02)31 Dec. 86) 41% 










Shanghai 4100 | 3100 | $87,589.75] F151.26131 Deo. 86] 4b, | 1Sept. 86} F153 
Base W 
ig 550 | 550 | 53,419.46) $4844.3)/31 Oct. 67] 34. % | 8 Deo. $7| 523 
‘suo | $100} $12,000] ¥1,463.22/51 Dee. 86] 5% | 80Julys7] FILL 





















$100 | $100 ooo First year. $133 
360 | $50 |%28,504.34 31 Dro. 86 None. $20 
“si00 | 3100 *$9,863.95'31 Deo. £6] 136 | 10Sept.87| 3160 
Caryo Bows, 
wgiai Cargo Bont Co, "3200 | 3200} 59,300.63) ...... | [a1 Deo. 86) «5 2% 3 Aug. 87] 5155 
Co-operative Cargo Boat Co. “$100 | . $100 ¥2,000, F835 32's Vec.86 BZ | 17 Feb.8i| 474 
Miacellunevus H 


Shanghai Waterworks C 
Shanghai Waterworks Co., La, 





£20 | £20 | £5,000.00, £1,765.10.9)51 Dee. 66, + 5 % | 21 Apl.87) £29 








































New £20; £10! i .. 5% |QAplsi} £134 
Perak Sugar CultivationCe,, Lal, 350, 380 F1.961.41)31 Dec. 86} Sow ‘sz 
Hall & Haltz Co-op'tive Co, La 501 350! ‘F2,460.31'25 Feb. 87) F241 2 May 871 30 




























LUANs, Amoant of Lom Sominal Value,| Hate of | oynen Payable, | Closing. 
Shanghai Mun, Del entnres— Javve 1852 ¥ 100 ik Dec, & June, | F105 com, 
Do. 1883 = 10v Tn Do. 3105 
Do. 1885 ¥ 100 1% Do. F105 5, 
Chiow Merchants’ SN. Co, Delentures £100 ak Quarterly £1054 
Chinese Limp, Gover Joan 1884 B all, $ 50u 8% 30th June, $520 
. do, iss4 € all. $ 500 83 16th Oct. $545 
Do. do, 1385 g.'64,700.14 $ 500 8% January. $505 nom. 
Do. do, 1886 EIS. ¥ Fjov 450.00! $250 7% Mar. & Sept. | 3275 








© For ball-yeas, |j For quarter year, + For y it, § Kegeryy” 1F equalization of dividends, (a) At credit of underwriting account, 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission 


